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ADVERTISEMENT 


O  F    T  H  E 


TRANSLATOR. 


IK/fO  S  T  accounts   which    are  given   of 

converjions    of  hardened  Jinnersy    are 

drawn  up  with  more  enthujiafm  than   rea- 

fon,    and  are  too  frequently  embeUiJhed  with 

declamations^   tales^  dreams^  ajtd  other  injig- 

nificant  trifles ;  Jo  that  Chrijiiansy  who  are 

better  acquainted  with  the  true  fpirit  of  our 

divine  religion,  muji  be  offended  by  them ;  and 

others^  who  are  no  friends  of  religion^  will 

certainly  turn  them  into  ridicule^  and  harden 

themfelves  in   their   unbelief  and  immorality. 

The  Tranfl^tor  took  the  original  of  this  book 

A  2  into 
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into  his  hand  with  prepoffeffions  of  this  kind; 
but  he  fou7id  himfelf  agreeably  decei'vedy  and 
thought  ity  after  an  attentive  readings  capable 
of  promoting  the  caufe  of  true  religion  and  real 
'virtue y^  for  both  which  he  is  not  ajhamed  to 
profefr  himfelf  a  warm  advocate.  With' this 
view  he  tindertook  the  tranfation  of  it,  far- 
ing that  in  this^  as  well  as  in  all  other 
nations^  there  are  but  too  many  whofe  prin- 
ciples of  religion  and  morality  are  fmilar  to 
thofe  of  Struenfe^  and  who  indulge  them- 
felvesy  according  to  their  Jlations  and  oppor^ 
tunitiesy  full  as  much  as  he  did,  in  every. 
pajjion  and  vice  which  proved  his  ruin, 

l! here  is  one  thing  which  muf  recommend  this 
account  to  the  particidar  attention  of  the  reader ; 
and  that  is,  its  authenticity :  for  there  is  not 
the  leaf  doubt  in  this  refpeB,  which  the  Tran- 
fator  could  not  engage  to  fatisfy,  if  it  was 
required ;  but  he  trujis,  that  a  candid  pe- 
rufal  of  the  work  ttfelf  will  afford  fufficient 
evidence  of  its  being  genuine.  D.  Munter, 
who  is  the  undoubted  Author  of  the  account 
concerning  Struenfee^  is  an  e??ment  Divine, 

and 
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iiind  ReSior  of  one  of  the  principal  German 
churches  at  Copenhagen  \  and  the  charaBer 
he  bears  is  fufficient  to  efiablijh  its  vera^ 
city,  The  fame  miiji  be  faid  of  the  Hi- 
fory  of  Count  Brandt^  which  was  writ-* 
ten  by  D.  Hee.  Thefe  clergymen  werefpeci- 
ally  appointed  by  the  King  of  Denmark^  to 
attend  the  two  refpeulive  fate  prifoners  ;  ai2d 
therefore  the  E?2glijh  reader  is  defred  to  re- 
move all  unfavourable  imprefjions^  which  are 
generally  annexed  to  publications  of  gaol  ordi- 
naries. 

As  to  the  tranfation,  the  Tranfator  owns, 
that  it  would  be  the  highejl  prefiimption  in 
him  to  pretend  to  any  elegance  of  flyle  ;  he 
being  a  Foreigner^  whoy  but  a  few  years 
ago^  was  entirely  unacquainted  with  the 
EngliJJj  language.  He  hopes^  therefore^  the 
cahdid  Englijh  reader^  who  is  mafier  of  his 
native  tongue^  will  overlook  the  faults  he  may 
here  happen  to  meet  with. — He  further  de- 
clares, that  though  he  is  fure  he  has  not 
wilfully  miftaken  the  original  which  he 
may  be  fuppofed  to  be  in  fome  nieafure 
A3  a  mafier 
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a  majler  of,  from  his  education  and  profefpon^ 
yet  he  has,  according  to  the  rule  of  Ho  face, 
not  tranjlated  word  for  word',  and  many 
places  where  the  good  DoBors  appeared  to  him 
a  little  declamatory,  and  too  prolix  in  explain^ 
ing  fpeculative  doBrines,  he  has  partly  left 
outy  and  partly  abridged;  and  he  is  now,  after 
the  whole  is finijhed,fo  far  from  thinking  that 
he  has  done  wrong  in  this  refpeB,  that  he  rather 
wijhes  he  had  left  out  a  great  deal  more, 
Neverthelefs,  every  thing  of  importance  is 
tranflated,  and  thofe  pajfages  which  are  Stru- 
enfee*s  own  words  are,  together  with  his 
letter  to  D.  Munter  and  all  other  letters 
through  the  whole  hook,  tranflated  verbatim ; 
and  the  Englifh  reader,  who  is  wholly  unac- 
quainted with  the  language  of  the  original, 
and  therefore  enabled  to  perufe  the  tranfation 
only,  may  rely  upon  his  reading  a  faithful  one,. 
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D.  MUNTER's  PREFACE. 

MANY  reafons  have  induced  me  to  re- 
late the  falutary  reformation  of 
Count  Struenfee.  He  has  made  much 
noife  in  the  world.  Every  thing  th^t  is 
written  about  him  is  read  with  eager- 
nefs.  Perhaps  this  account  may  be  per- 
ufed  with  utility,  and  even  excite  the 
attention  of  thofe  who  are  of  the  fame  way 
of  thinking  as  Struenfee  formerly  was,  to 
reflect  ferioufly  on  religion  and  morality. 
He  himfelf  wifhed  that  thofe,  who 
through  him  were  feduced  to  a  contempt 
of  religion  and  morality,  or  were  only  mif- 
led  in  their  notions  of  religion  and  virtue, 
might  be  made  acquainted  of  his  return  to 
truth  and  better  fcntiments,  and  of  the 
manner  in  which  he  was  reformed*     He 

hoped 


(   vill   ) 

hoped  that  by  this  means,  thofe  bad  im- 
preflions  might  be  effaced,  which  he  had 

made   upon    their    minds. Laftly,    his 

converfion  will  reconcile  him  again  to  the 
virtuous,  whom  his  principles  and  his  ex- 
ample might  have  offended. 

That  I  tnay  the  better  convince  my 
readers,  of  the  truth  of  what  I  relate, 
I  have  chofen  to  give  an  account  of  every 
lingle  interview  I  had  with  him.  I  never 
went  to  him  unprepared.  I  meditated  on 
every  fubje6:  firft,  and  then  wrote  it  down. 
As  foon  as  I  came  home,  I  entered  in  my 
journal  what  had  happened  and  what  he 
faid,  and  wherever  I  have  introduced  him 
fpeaking,  it  is  as  near  as  poffible  in  Iiis 
own  words. 

Some  things  which  I  relate  may  be 
looked  upon  as  trifling,  but  fcnfible  readers 
will  oftentimes  find  the  charadler  of  a  per- 
fon  placed  in  a  ftronger  light  by  thefe 
trifles,  and  then  they  ceafe  to  be  fuch,  and 
do  not  deferve  this  name. 

The 
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The  books  I  gave  from  time  to  time  to 
the  Count,  and  which  he  perufeid  with 
attention,  filled  up  many  vacancies  in  my 
iuftrudion.  They^  prepared  him  for  that 
which  followed,  and  enlightened  his  un- 
derftanding  more  in  one  month,  than  by 
mere  converfation  could  have  been  done  ir^. 
twelve. 

How  the  account  given  by  Struenfec 
himfelf  in  his  own  writing  arofe,  I  have 
related  in  the  courfe  of  the  narrative  itfelf. 
But  is  it  true  that  he  wrote  it  himfelf  ?  His 
hand-writing  is  well  enough  known  in  Den- 
mark, the  paper  he  wrote  upon  was  given 
him  by  his  judges,  every  fheet  was  num- 
bered and  figned  by  them,  and  could  reach 
no  other  peribns  hands  but  his. — But  have 
I  didlated  to  him  the  contents  ?  I  declare 
that  it  fully  can  be  proved,  that  he,  during 
my  abfence,  filled  up  thofe  fheets,  which 
were  marked,  and  were  given  him  one  by 
one,  and  were  delivered  up  again  in  the 
fame  manner.  But  is  what  he  has  drav;n 
Up>  and  which  I  publifh  here,  a  true  ac- 
count, 
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count,  is  it  agreeable  to  the  original  ? 
Whoever  entertains  doubtsof  this  kind,  may 
infpedl  the  original  itfelf,  which  is  in  my 
pofTeffion,  or  may  take  it  along  with  him 
for  a  time,  fufficient  to  compare  it  with 
the  copy.  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  men- 
tion all  thefe  particulars,  becaufe  I  know, 
how  little  the  narrative  of  a  clergyman, 
concerning  the  converfion  of  a  deift,  is 
credited  by  thofe,  whofe  party  he  has  left. 
They  always  are  ready  to  fay:  It  is  all 
impofition.  However,  they  certainly  will 
not  be  able  to  prove  it  in  this  inftance. 
If  they  fhould  fay,  that  Struenfee  turned 
chriftian  through  fear,  or  that  he  was  out 
of  his  -itiind,  or  that  I  ftunned  him  with 
my  declamations  ;  I  muft  leave  it  to  then; 
to  judge  as  they  think  proper. 

My  intention  in  publifhlng  what 
Struenfee  with  his  own  hand  has  drawn 
up,  is  to  make  it  appear,  that  he  himfelf 
had  attentively  confidered  his  former  fyfteni 
as  well  as  chriftianity,  and  that,  after  fuch 
a  mature  confideration,  he  was  induced  to 

quit 
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quit    the    former,    and    to    embrace  the 
latter, 

An  accuracy  in  ideas  and  expreflions, 
no  body  will  expedt  in  the  writings  of  a 
man,  who  ftudied  religion  but  a  few 
pionths,  who  through  the  whole  courfe 
of  his  former  life  thought  very  little  of  it, 
and  who  never  wrote  a  word  about  it.  If 
it  (hould  be  found  entirely  wanting  in 
fome  places,  I  hope  every  chrlftian  (and 
every  chriftian  will  judge  according  to 
charity)  will  not  charge  him  with  herefy, 
which  was  (even  the  name  of  it)  unknown 
to  him.  The  chief  point,  that  he  died 
trufting  in  the  mercy  of  God  through 
Chrift  Jefus,  Avith  fentiments  as  well  re- 
formed as  could  be  done  without  a  miracle, 
I  hope  no  body  will  difpute.  But  I  fcarce 
dare  to  judge  of  the  merit  of  this  conver- 
fion,  fmce  it  concerns  me  too  much,  and 
I  wifli  too  ardently  that  every  one  may 
believe  it  to  be  a  fuiccre  onej  even  this 
ihews  me  the  danger  I  am  in,  of  deceiving 
piyfclf  in  my  opinion.     Therefore,  having 

here 
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here  faithfully  given  the  narrative  of  this 
converfion,  I  leave  it  to  fenfible  and  judi-* 
cious  chriftians  to  determine  concerning  the 
probability  of  it. 

I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  occafioh 
to  declare,  that  by  the  account  which  I 
give  here,  my  intention  is  neither  to  render 
the  Count's  memory  odious,  nor  to  apolo-. 
gize  for  him.  Thofe  who  on  account  of 
his  crimes,  have  juft  reafon  to  be  prejudiced 
againft  him,  will  now  think  it  their  duty 
to  forgive  him,  and  to  pity  his  former  in- 
fatuation. Thofe  who  find  his  behaviour 
in  the  latter  part  of  his  life  decent  and  be- 
coming a  chriftian,  will  not  forget  what  he 
was  before,  and  how  inevitably  he  drew 
his  melancholy  fate  upon  himfelf. 

Copenhagen^  June  the  22d,   1772. 
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COUNT    ST  RUE  N  SEE. 

COUNT  Struenfee  had,  neither  before  nor 
during  the  time  of  his  greateft  profperity^ 
fliewn  himfelf  a  religious  or  a  moral  man,  at 
lead  no  one  could  think  him  to  be  fuch  5  hh 
own  example,  fome  of  his  public  regulations, 
and  his  abolifhing  fuch  laws  as  were  made 
to  reftrain  vice  and  immorality,  fcemed  clearly 
to  prove,  that  the  general  opinion  concerning 
his  fentiments  of  religion  was  not  altogether  ill 
founded.  Whoever  had  the  moll  favourable 
opinion  of  him,  thought  him  an  inconfiderate 
man,  who  had  given  himfelf  up  entirely  to 
pleafure  and  ambition,  and  who  perhaps  mi<^ht 
recover  from  his  errors.  But  all  lenfible  people 
agreed  in  this,  that  during  his  adminillration 
religion  had  every  thing  to  fear,  and  that  the 
B  morals 
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morals  of  the  people,  at  leaft  in  the  metropolis, 
were  in  danger  of  becoming  wild  and  ungo- 
vernable. 

Thefe  refledions  occafioned  many  honeft  and 
good  people,  who  are  incapable  of  rejoicing  at 
the  misfortunes  of  others,  to  look  upon  the  1 7th 
of  January,  the  day  when  Struenfee  fell,  as  one 
of  the  happieft  days  in  their  life :  they  faw  the 
rights  of  virtue  and  piety  fecured  from  thaC^ 
danger  which  feemed  to  threaten  them ;  they 
wifhed  that  the  man,  from  whom  no  more  was 
to  be  feared,  and  whofe  unhappy  fate  might 
cafily  be  foretold,  would  acknowledge  his  errors 
and  his  crimes,  and  that  God  afterwards  would 
grant  him  mercy. 

When  by  the  committee  that  was  appointed 
to  enquire  into  his  affairs,  fo  much  was  difca- 
vered  that  it  was  fure  his  life  would  fall  a  facri- 
fice  to  public  juflice,  I  received  the  King's 
orders  to  vifit  him  in  his  prifon,  and  to  mind 
the  welfare  of  his  foul.  I  did  not  know  the 
man,  nor  did  he  know  me  ;  and  as  to  our  prin- 
ciples and  fentiments,  they  were  to  all  appear- 
ance very  different.  I  had  even  to  expeft  that 
ray  profeffion  and  the  intent  I  vifited  him  with 
would  make  him  diftruft  me ;  on  the  other  hand, 
I  had  little  rcafon  to  put  great  confidence  in 
him.  However,  I  entertained  fome  hopes,  that 
in  his  prefent  fituation  he  might  find  even  a  con- 

verfatiofi 
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Veffatioii  with  a  clergyman  not  quite  infupport- 
able  ;  and  the  compaflion  I  had  for  him  would 
never  permit  me  to  prepoflefs  him  againft  me 
by  fevcre  and  ill-timed  expoftulations.  Befides* 
I  was  told  by  fome  of  his  former  acquaintance, 
that  he  was  open,  and  in  fome  refpedts  fmcere ; 
1  thought  it  therefore  not  impoflible  to  efta- 
blifh  a  friendlhip  between  us  that  might  pro- 
mote my  intention  concerning  him.  With  thefe 
hopes  I  began  to  vifit  him,  and  I  praife  God  for 
the  blefling  he  has  granted  to  my  labours. 

^hejirji  Conference,    March  thejirji^  '^11'^* 

I  Could  ^  prefent  have  no  other  view  but 
only  to  lay  fome  foundation  for  our  mutual 
confidence,  and  to  make  him  look,  upon  the 
intention  of  my  vifits  as  important,  and,  when 
an  opportunity  fhould  offer,  to  know  his  fenti- 
ments  about  religion. 

When  he  was  told  I  was  there,  and  wifhed  to 
fpeak  to  him,  he  enquired  whether  I  came  by 
command  ?  being  anfwered  in  the  affirmative, 
he  complied.  He  received  me  with  a  four  and 
gloomy  countenance,  in  the  attitude  of  a  man 
who  was  prepared  to  receive  many  fevere  re- 
proaches, with  a  filence  that  fhewed  contempt. 
We  were  alone,  and  I  was  greatly  moved,  be- 
holding the  mflfery  of  a  man  who,  but  a  few 
B  2  weeks 
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weeks  ago,  was  the  firft  and  the  moft  powerful 
of  all  the  King's  fubje<9:s.  I  could  neither  hide 
my  feelings,  nor  would  I.  Good  Count,  faid  I, 
you  fee  I  come  with  a  heart  that  is  fenfibly 
affected  for  you  :  I  know  and  feel  my  obliga- 
tions towards  an  unhappy  man,  whom  God,  I 
am  fure,  never  intended  to  be  born  for  fuch  a 
misfortune.  I  fmcerely  wifh  to  make  my  vifits, 
which  I  am  ordered  to  pay  you,  agreeable  and 
ufcful.— 'Here  he  quitted  his  affedted  attitude, 
his  countenance  grew  mere  ferene,  he  gave  me 
his  hand,  and  thanked  me  for  the  fhare  I  took 
in  his  fate.  Our  converfation,  continued  I, 
will  be  now  and  then  difagreeable  both  to  you 
and  me ;  but  I  profefs  mofl  folemnly,  that  I 
fhall  tell  you  even  thefe  melancholy  truths, 
which  I  have  to  communicate  to  you,  without 
feverity,  and  even  with  pain  to  myfelf.  I  know 
I  have  no  right  to  give  you  any  unneceflaiy  un- 
eafmefs,  and  yo'-.  may  depend  upon  my  fmcerity. 
Should  it  happen  that  accidentully  in  our  con- 
verfation a  word  Il:!Ould  flip  from  me  which  per- 
haps may  appear  offcnfive,  .1  declare  before- 
hand that  it  never  was  fiiid  with  fuch  a  defign, 
and  I  beg  that  in  fuch  inftances  you  will  over- 
look my  precipitation.  With  an  air  and  a  look 
,  that  appeared  to  me  not  very  favourable,  he 
replied,  *"  Ch  !  you  may  fay  what  you  pleafe." 

I  fnall 
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I  ihall  certainly,  good  Count,  fay  nothing  but 
what  my  great  defire  to  contribute  towards  your 
future  happinefs,  as  much  as  lies  in  my  power, 
fhall  oblige  me  to.  I  wilh  to  raife  your 
attention  to  a  ferious  confideration  of  your 
moral  ftate,  and  how  you  Hand  in  regard  to, 
God.  You  do  not  know  how  your  fate  in  this 
world  may  be  decided,  and  chriftianity,  which  I 
teach  and  believe,  makes  it  my  duty  earneftly  to 
wilh  for  your  everlafting  happinefs.  Confider 
my  vifits  and  my  converfation  only  in  this  view, 
and  I  hope  you  will  not  difapprove  of  them.  I 
had  feveral  reafons  to  decline  the  King's  order 
which  brings  me  to  you  :  but  the  hope  of  com- 
forting you  in  your  misfortunes,  and  of  advifing 
you  to  avoid  greater  ones,  w^as  too  important 
for  me.  Do  not  charge  me  with  views  of  a 
meaner  fort.  I  come  not  for  my  own  fake,  but" 
only  with  an  intent  of  b^ing  ufeful  to  you. 
He  then  confelled  twice  that  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced, I  did  it  for  his  own  advantage. 

If  you  are  convinced  of  this,  continued  I  v^-ich 
an  emotion  of  heart,  grant  me  then  that  confi- 
dence, which  you  cannot  refufe  a  man,  who  is 
anxious  for  your  welfare.  I  (hall  return  it  with 
the  mod:  thankful  friendfliip,  although  you  in 
tlie  beginning  fhould  take  me  for  a  weak  and 
prejudiced  man.  I  Ihall  not  be  tired  in  this 
B  3  friend- 
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fricndfhip,  but  endeavour  to  make  it  ufeful  to 
you,  fince  I  am  your  only  friend  upon  earth* 
and  fince  you  certainly  will  call  upon  your  only 
friend  for  comfort.  Here  he  {tared  at  me,  as  I 
think,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  and  prefled  me  by 
the  hand. 

I  found  him  moved,  and  endeavoured  to  make 
ufc  of  this  advantageous  moment.  If  you 
wifli  to  receive  that  comfort,  faid  I,  which,  in 
my  opinion,  I  can  promife  you  as  the  only  true 
one,  do  not  cherifh  that  unhappy  thought  of 
dying  like  a  philofophical  hero;  for  I  doubt 
whether  you  will  be  able  to  keep  it  up  to  the 
end.  I  am  afraid  your  courage  will  leave  you 
at  laft,  though  perhaps  you  may  force  yourfelf 
to  fhew  it  outwardly.  Firmnefs  and  tranquillity 
of  mind,  on  the  near  approach  of  death,  is 
certainly  the  effect  only  of  a  good  confcience. 
*'  In  all  my  adverfities,"  anfwered  he,  "  I  have 
fhewn  firmnefs  of  mind,  and  agreeably  to  this 
charader,  I  hope  I  fhall  die  not  like  an  hypo- 
crite." Hypocrify,  faid  I,  in  fuch  moments, 
would  be  ftill  worfe  than  an  affeded  firmnefs, 
though  even  this  would  be  a  kind  of  hypocrify. 
In  cafe  of  death,  do  not  trult  to  your  former 
refolution,  and  do  not  compare  your  former 
adverfities,  which  were  perhaps  nothing  but 
fickncfs  and  djftrefs,  with  that  fate  which  is  now 

ready 
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ready  to  fall  upon  you. —  But  perhaps    you 
entertain  fome  hopes   of   faving  your  life  ?— 
*'  No !"    faid  he,    "  I  flatter  myfelf    with  no 
hopes  at  all." — But  you  do  not  fee  death  near 
you,  f^id  I ;  you  do  not  know  the  time  when 
you  fhall  leave  this  world  ?  Perhaps  it  is  at  fonie 
months  diftance.     But,  (here  I  took  him  by  the 
hand)  my  dear  Count,  fuppofe  I  was  ordered  to 
tell  you  that. you  was  to  die  to-day  or  to-morrow, 
would  not  your  courage  fail  ?  "  I  do  not  know,'* 
faid  he.     But,   continued   I,    if  your  courage 
fhould  leave  you,  and  it  was  then  too  late  to 
look  out  for  comfort  and  hope,  how  do  you 
think  your  heart  would  fland  affected  ?  He  an- 
fwered  nothing.     You  fee  by  this  that  the  intent 
of  our  converfation  is  of  great  importance  to 
you,  and  deferves  all  your  attention.     I  aim  at 
nothing  lefs,  than  to  prepare  you  for  eternity, 
that  it  may  be  a  happy  one.     But  I  mult  expert 
that  we  are  not  both  of  the  fame  opinion,    in 
regard  to  the  ftate  of  man  after  death.     Yet, 
though  you  might  have  perfuaded  yourfelf  that 
there  is  no  life  to  come,  and  confequently  neither 
rewards  nor  punifhments,  I  cannot  help  think- 
ing that  there  never  was  a  time,  when  you  were 
fully   convinced   of   it.     Your  inward   feelings 
have  frequently  contradifted  you.    The  thought 
of  eternity  frightened  you,  though  unfortunately 
B  4  you 
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you  had  art  enough  to  ftifle  it  in  its  birth.-^ 
However,  it  will  be  always  out  of  your  power 
to  prove  that  there  is  no  eternity.  .    /■• 

He  heard  me  with  attention,  but  he  would' 
Hot  own  that  he  ever  had  any  inward  impreflions 
of  immortality,  or  had  been  afraid  of  it.  Per- 
haps he  might  have  been,  but  he  did  not  recoi- 
led it.  He  owned  the  thought,  that  he  fhould 
fooh  entirely  ceafe  to  be,  was  difagreeable  to 
him  i  it  frightened  him,  he  wifhed  to  live,  even 
if  it  were  with  lefs  happinefs  than  he  now  enjoyed 
in  his^rifon.  But  he  added,  he  did  not  find  the 
thought  of  total  annihilation  fo  terrible  as  he  had 
found  it  was  to  many,  who  entertained  the  fam« 
fentiments  with  him, 

I  continued,  You  cannot  deny  the  pofTibility 
of  a  future  life,  for  there  is  at  leaft  as  much 
probability  for  it  as  there  is  againft  it.  I  believe 
I  could  evince  from  mere  reafon,  that  eternity 
is  highly  probable,  which  in  fuch  cafes  amounts 
almoft  to  certainty.  But  fuppole  it  was  only 
probable,  which  you  muft  agree  to,  it  is  even 
then  a  matter  of  great  importance  to  you,  for 
you  to  knov/  what  may  perhaps  happen  to 
you  hereafter.  In  cafe  you  had  to  fear  an  un- 
happy life,  you  fliould  prepare  yourfelf  againft  it, 
or  make  it  at  leaft  tolerable. — He  agreed  to  this, 
}pi\t  added,  "  You  will  hardly  make  me  believe 

that 
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that  there  is  a  future  life,  and  though  you 
perhaps  may  convince  my  underftanding  by 
reafons  which  I  cannot  overthrow,  my  heart 
however  will  not  yield  to  the  convicftipn.  My^ 
opinion,  which  is  oppofue  to  your's,  is  fo 
ftrongly  woven  into  my  fentimehts  -,  I  have  fo 
many  arguments  in  favour  of  it ;  I  have  made 
fo  many  obfervations  from  anatomy  and  phylic, 
which  confirm  it,  that  I  think  it  will  be  impoITiblc 
for  me  to  renounce  my  principles.  This  how- 
ever I  promjfe,  that  I  will  not  wilfully  oppofe 
your  endeavours  to  enlighten  me,  but  rather  wilh, 
as  far  as  it  lies  in,  my  power,  to  concur  with  you, 
I  will  not  diffemble,  but  honeftly  tell  you  of 
what  I  am  convinced,  and  of  what  I  am  not.  I 
will  deal  with  you  openly;  this  is  my  charader, 
and  my  friends  can  bear  witnefs  to  it."  In  our 
enquiries,  I  defired  him  to  guard  againft  his.  care- 
lefs  way  of  thinking,  to  which,  in  my  opinion, 
he  had  been  hitherto  addicted,  and  which  had 
thrown  him  into  this  depth  of  mifery.  He 
anfwcred : 

*'  I  do  not  deny  my  having  lived  inconfi- 
derately  in  the  world,  and  I  feel  now  the  con- 
fequenccs  of  it." 

I  truft  in  your  promife,  added  I,  that  you 
will  deal  with  me  honeftly.  If  you  did  not,  you 
^oyld  irnpofe  ypon  me,  though  perhaps  but  for 

a  few 
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t  few  days.  But  you  certainly  cannot  deceive 
the  Supreme  Being  and  your  own  confciencc. 
It  would  give  me  the  higheft  pleafure  if  my 
intentions  ftiould  fucceed.  But  befides  the 
afliftance  of  God,  you  muft  do  all  the  reft  your- 
felf.  I  can  only  guide  you,  and  it  is  your  own 
intereft  to  mind  your  welfare,  and  you  are 
obliged  to  employ  all  the  time  which  is  left  you 
upon  this  bufmefs. 

I  afterwards  defired  him  to  acquaint  me  with 
his  fyftem  of  religion,  that  I  might  be  able  to 
judge,  where  our  opinions  differed.  I  am  in- 
clined to  think  you  ajre  not  a  chriftian,  and  you 
may  eafily  guefs  how  much  I  wilh  you  to  be 
one.  It  is  not  my  intention  to  force  chriflianity 
upon  you  j  but  I  hope  to  reprefent  it  to  you 
as  fo  important  and  amiable,  that  you  yourfelf 
will  think  you  ftand  greatly  in  need  of  it.  He 
anfwered : 

»*  It  was  true,  he  was  very  far  from  being  a 
chriftian,  though  he  acknowledged  and  adored 
a  Supreme  Being,  and  believed  that  the  world 
and  mankind  had  their  origin  from  God. — He 
could  never  perfuade  himfelf,  that  man  confifted 
of  two  fubftances.  He  looked  upon  himfelf 
and  all  other  men  as  mere  machines  ;  he  had 
borrowed  this  fyftem,  not  from  de  la  Mettric, 
whole  book  he  had  never  read,  but  had  formed 
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it  by  his  own  meditation.     It  was  God  that  firft 
animated  this  human  machine ;  but  as  foon  as 
its   motion  ceafed,    that   is,   when   man  died, 
there  was  no  more  for  him  either  to  hope  or 
to  fear.     He  did  not  deny  that  man  was  en- 
dowed with  Tome  power  of  liberty,  but  his  free 
actions  were  determined  only  by  his  fenfations. 
Therefore,   man's  adions  could  be  accounted 
moral,  only  as  far  as  they  related   to  fociety. 
Every  thing  that  man  could  do,  was   in  itfelf 
indifferent.     God  did  not  concern  himfeJf  about 
our  adiions,  and  if  their  confequences  were  in 
man's  own  power,  and  he  could  prevent  their 
being  hurtful  to  fociety,    nobody  had   a  right 
to  reproach  him  about  them.     He  added,    he 
muft  own,  that  he  was  very  forry  for  fome  of 
his  adlions,    and    in   particular,    that   he    hac} 
drawn  others  with  him   into  misfortunes;  but 
he  feared  no  bad  confequences  or  punifhments 
after   this  life.     He  could   not  fee,  why  fuch 
punilhments  were  neceflary  to  fatisfy  the  juftice  of 
God,  even  though  he  allowed  that  God  minded 
our  adions.    Man  was  punifhed  already  enough 
in  this  world  for  his  tranfgreflions.     He  him- 
felf  was  certa'nly  not  happy  during  the  time  of 
his  greateft  profperity.    He  had,  at  leaft  during 
the  lad  months  of  it,  to  flruggle  v/ith  many 
difagreeable  paflions. — One  of  his  principal  ob- 
jections 
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jcdions  agalnfl  chriftianity  was,  that  it  was  not 
univerfal.  If  it  were  really  a  divine  revelation,  it 
abfol-nely  fhoLild  have  been  given  to  all  mankind." 

'  I  faid  at  this  time  but  little  to  anfwer  all  this, 
but  reconnmcnded  to  him  an  excellent  book, 
which,  as  I  hoped,  would  contribute  towards 
<;learing  up  his  ideas  about  religion.  He  afked, 
with  a  kind  of  diffidence,  "  What  book  ?" 
Jerufalem's  ConHderations  on  the  princip4l 
Truths  of  Religion,  faid  I ;  a  Itook  which  you 
will  read  with  pleafure,  if  it  even  was  only  foF 
the  elegance  of  its  flile.  He  defired  me  to 
bring  it  to  him. 

I  had  obferved,  that  he  was  really  very  uneafy 
about  fome  of  his  actions,  and  I  thought  proper 
to  encreafe  his  uneafinefs.  I  fuppofe  my  readers 
know  how  much  he  was  to  be  blamed  for  his 
condu6t  towards  count  Bernfiorf  *.■  I  acquainted 
him,  therefore,  upon  taking  my  leave  of  him, 
with  his  death.  He  called  out  with  an  emotion 
of  heart :  "  What,  is  he  dead  ?"  and  feemed 
to  diudder.  Yes,  faid  I,  he  is.  His  wifdom, 
religion,    and   piety,     have  preferved   him    the 

*  Count  Bernftoif  was  minifter  of  ftate  in  Denmnrk 
fi nee  the  year  1750.  Struenfce  got  this  great  and  beloved 
ir.inifter  difmifled,  by  a  letter  of  the  king's,  dated  Septem- 
ber the  }5th,  1770,  with  a  penfion  of  6000  crowns;  he 
retired  to  Hamburgh,  where  he  died  the  i8th  of  February, 
1772. 
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chara6ier  of  a  great  man  to  the  laft ;  arid  it  i5 
generally  believed,  that  the  grief  of  his  liaft 
years  had  haftened  his  death.  When  T  fpoke 
this  I  looked  at  him  with  an  air  which  he 
feenied  to  underhand,  for  he  blufhed. 

ne  fecond  Conference,    March  the  third, 

TH  E  firft  thing  I  had  to  do  now,  with 
Count  Struenfee,  was  to  convince  him  of 
the  falfity  of  his  fyftem,  that  man  was  a  mere  ma^ 
chine.  For  hence  he  concluded,  that  there  was  no 
future  life.  Befidirs,  as  he  looked  upon  eternity 
as  a  mere  fable,  he  could  not  regard  religion 
and  morality. 

I  reminded  him  of  his  promife,  not  to  oppofe 
truth  wilfully,  but  rather  to  meet  it  half  way* 
You  think  your  opinion,  faid  I,  of  man's  being 
a  mere  machine,  to  be  true,  and  you  conclude 
from  thence  more,  than  there  is  in  reality  foun- 
dation for.  However,  I  prefume,  you  think 
this  opinion  of  yours  is  no  more  than  a  philofo- 
phical  hypothefis,  and  in  this  view  let  us  confider 
it  to  day.  It  is  not  very  neceflary  to  enter  into 
a  particular  confideration  of  it,  for  it  cannot  be 
proved  from  thence,  that  there  is  no  futurity. 
However,  let  us  confider  it,  that  you  may  not 
think  I  intend  to  furprize  you. — When  I  had 
2  cxhaufted 
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c3:tiau{i:?d  all  my  arguments  and  reafonings,  t 
found  they  had  but  little  efFe6t  upon  his  under-» 
(landing.  At  laft  he  owned,  that  the  hypothefis, 
of  the  exiftence  of  a  foul,  was  better  founded 
than  his.  But  he  faid,  he  had  good  reafons  to 
maintain  his  former  fentiments  •,  for  the  know- 
ledge of  man,  was  in  general  very  uncertain. 
He  might,  perhaps,  hitherto  have  impofed 
upon  himfelf :  but  he  was  liable,  as  often  as  he 
adopted  a  new  opinion,  to  be  deceived.  Befides, 
his  mind  was,  in  his  prefent  fituation,  neither 
compofed  nor  ferene  enough  to  examine  his 
prefent  principles.  He  Ihould  have  done  this 
fooner  j  it  was  now  too  late.  Several  things 
being  replied,  the  whole  concluded  with  a  feri- 
ous  and  tender  exhortation,  not  to  let  the  few 
laft  weeks  of  his  life  flip  away  ufelefs  for  eter- 
nity, but  to  do  his  beft,  to  enter  into  it  with 
good  hopes.  He  then  looked  very  earneftly  at 
me,  and  cafting  down  his  eyes,  replied  : 

*'  You  muft  have  a  great  deal  of  goodnefs, 
humanity,  and  faithfulnefs  of  a  minifter,  fmcc 
you  are  fo  anxious  about  my  welfare,  and  are 
not  difpleafed  at  my  not  agreeing  with  you 
cxaftly  in  opinion." 

I  aflAire  you,  continued  I,  I  fliall  not,  until 
ihe  very  laft  day  of  your  life,  defift  from  exhort- 
ing and  intrcating  you,  and   I  hope  God  will 
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blefs  my  endeavours.  But,  good  Count,  I  am 
ifraid  of  your  unhappy  difpofition,  which  has 
contributed  fo  much  to  your  misfortune ;  your 
ambition,  and  your  defire  to  be  always  in  the 
right,  prevents  your  doing  juftice  to  truth.  How 
is  it  poflible,  that  you  can  be  ftill  fond  of  an 
inclination,  which  has  thrown  you  into  fuch  a 
mifery  ? 

"  Oh  !  faid  he,  this  inclination  is  gone,  I  am 
now  very  little  in  my  own  eyes  -,  and  how 
could  I  be  ambitious  in  this  place  !**  This  paf- 
fion,  anfwered  I,  rages  certainly  ftill  in  your 
foul.  The  occafions  of  (hewing  itfelf  as  for- 
merly are  only  wanting.  But  though  it  may 
oppofe  the  truth,  if  you  indulge  it,  yet  take 
heed,  left  defpifed  truth  ihould  revenge  itfelf. 

Since  it  was  now  greatly  my  intereft,  to 
foften  his  heart  for  humane  and  tender  feelingS9 
for  by  this  I  hoped  to  make  way  for  religion ; 
I  begged  him  to  confider,  how  infinitely  he  had 
affii<5led  his  parents,  and  how  much  it,  therefore, 
was  his  duty,  to  ufe  all  his  endeavours  to 
procure  them  that  only  comfort  which  was  left 
them,  not  to  be  anxious  about  his  fuiyre  ftatc. 
He  anfwered,  "  My  father  is  an  honeft  man,  he 
a6ls  according  to  his  own  fentiments ;  but  I 
believe  he  has  treated  me  too  feverely,"  You 
may  think  io,  faid  I,  but  I  fancy  you  are  mif- 
2  taken. 
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taken.  Without  doubt  you  have  been  extravS-* 
gant  from  your  very  youth,  which  your  honeft 
father  difapproVed.  Tliis  you  called  feverity; 
*«  This  is  true,  but" — Bur,  faid  I,  you  knew  he 
was  father,  and  you  fon.  Were  you  ignorant 
that  you  owed  obedience  to  your  father,  who 
"Was  berides  an  honeft  man  ?  "  I  was  dutiful  to  a 
certain  age."  But,  faid  I,  were  you  after  cer- 
tain years  lefs  fon,  and  he  lefs  father?  Confucius, 
whofe  moral  fyftem,  as  I  remember  to  have 
heard,  you  prefer  to  that  of  Chrifl-,  might  have 
informed  you  belter.  He  replied,  "  You  are 
in  the  right !" 

I  left  him  Jerufalem*s  Meditations  *,  which 
he  promifed  to  read  with  attention,  and  took  rny 
leave  of  him,  moved  and  in  tears  on  account  of 
his  mifery.  He  defired  m.e  to  vifit  him  foon  again* 

^he  third  Conference.     March  the  fifth, 

TTTHEN  I  came  to  the  Count,  I  addreffed 
him  thus, — My  heart  tells  me  that  we 
fhall  advance  to-day  a  ftep  forwards.  I  fee  you 
read  Jerulalem's  Medications.  How  far  are  yovi 
advanced,  and  how  do  you  like  the  book  ?  "  I 

•  Conf.dcratlons  en  the  principal  Truths  of  Religion. 
To  his  Higlinefs  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Brunhvic. 
Vol.  i.  Third  Edition.     Brunj'wic.     1770. 
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6ttt  come  already  to  that  meditation  which  con- 
cerns the  morality  of  man.  The  book,  is  ex- 
fcellently  written,  and  I  find  notliing  which 
contradifts  my  reafon.  1  found  fomething  againft 
iny  opinion  of  man's  being  a  rrtachine;  but  ftill^ 
I  think  fenfibility  proves  it,  and  explains  every- 
thing." I  anfwered,  that  the  organs  of  our 
fenfes  were  no  more  than  mirrours  and  fpy-glafleSj 
through  which  we  obferved  the  objeds  ;  that 
neither  mirrour  nor  Ipy-glafs  could  fee  any  thing ; 
but  there  muft  be  a  third,  who  obferved  the  ob- 
jects through  thefe  inftiuments,  and  this  third 
was  our  foul. 

He  was  fenfible  of  this,  but  it  feemed  to  be  a 
hard  matter  for  him  to  own  he  was  in  the  wrong. 
Neverthelefs,  it  was  neceffary  he  fhould  make 
this  confeflion  before  I  could  proceed  any  farther. 
i  undertook  therefore  to  prove,  that  tJie  manner 
in  which  his  opinion  had  taken  its  origin,  and 
had  interefted  his  heart  fo  much,  tended  neidier 
to  his  credit  nor  to  his  advantage.  I  looked  upon 
this  as  the  bed  means  to  expel  one  fhame  by  an- 
other.— He  interrupted  me  very  feldom  during 
the  time  I  was  fpeaking,  but  heard  with  much 
attention,  and  owned  that  I  had  exactly  pointed 
out  the  way  which  had  led  him  to  his  opinion. 
After  a  fliort  paufe  on  both  fides,  during  which 
he  feemed  to  be  in  a  deep  meditation,  he  called 
G  out : 
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out :  "  Oh !  I  hope  now,  and  wifh  for  immor- 
tality." I  guefled  diredly  that  the  reading  of 
Jerufalem  had  brought  him  fo  far,  and  he  foon 
afterwards  faid  himfelf ;  "  It  is  impofTible  not  to 
be  brought  over  by  that  book.'* 

As  he  now  hoped  and  wifhed  for  immortality,  > 
I  thought  it  needlefs  to  enter  into  more  ample 
difquifitions  about  the  exiftence,  nature  and  im- 
mortality of  the  foul.  BefideSj  I  was  afraid  that 
thefe  fpeculative  truths  might  detain  us  too  long, 
and  miflead  us  to  various  refearches  which  are 
but  little  adapted  to  make  the  heart  better.  It 
was  enough  for  me  that  he  now  was  fenfible  of 
the  exiftence  of  eternity  :  however,  we  talked 
to-day  about  the  arguments  for  the  exiftence  of 
a  foul. 

The  falfe  eafe,  which  hitherto  had  rendered  the 
Count  infenfible,  and  which  v/as  fupported  by 
his  perfuafion  of  there  being  no  future  life,  was 
now  interrupted.  I  thought  it  neceflary  to  re- 
move it  entirely  before  I  could  procure  him  true 
eafe  of  mind.  I  muft  convince  him  therefore, 
that  in  that  future  life,  v/hich  he  hoped  and 
wifhed  for,  he  could  not  promife  himfelf  an 
agreeable  fate  ;  and  for  this  purpofe  his  notions 
of  the  morality  of  adions  were  to  be  redlified 
firft.     My  readers  will  recolkd  that  he  believed 
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human  actions  onty  fo  far  good  or  bad  as  they 
were  attended  with  good  pr  bad  confequences  to 
fociety.  ^Before  I  could  attack  this  propofition, 
I  thought  proper  to  fliew  how  little,  even  accordr 
ing  to  this  principle,  he  fhould  be  able  to  account 
for  his  anions  before  God.  I  might  at  prefent, 
faid  I,  leave  your  rule  by  which  you  judge  of 
the  morality  of  aftions  unmolefled.  Your 
adiions  even  then  would  not  bear  fcrutiny.  I 
was  furprized  when  he  anfwered  : 

"  I  find  now,  that  it  is*  by  far  better  and  furer 
to  derive  the  motives  of  our  adtions  from  God, 
and  to  confider  him  as  obferving  them." 

Saying  this,  he  pointed  at  Jerufalem's  book, 
and  I  thanked  in  my  heart  this  excellent  man 
that  he  had  promoted  my  endeavours  fo  far. 

In  the  mean  time,  I  begged  of  the  Count  to 
refiefl  how  immoral  his  aclions  had  been,  even 
according  to  his  former  principle  of  morality. 
I  had  n-ovv  difcovered  that  fide  where  the  wounds 
of  his  confcience  fmarted  mofl:.  He  was  not  by 
far  fo  much  grieved  at  thinking  that  he  had 
offended  God,  and  made  hirnfelf  miferable,  as 
that  he  had  ruined  his  friends  with  him.  This 
fenfation  of  his  I  laid  hold  on,  and  endeavoured 
to  fupport  and  to  increafe  it,  I  hoped  his  pain 
C  2  niiglit 


(       20       ) 

might  by  degrees  become  more  iiniverfal,  and 
extend  itl'elf  over  his  other  crimes. 

I  had  fcarceJy  began  to  touch  him  on  this  fide, 
when  he  burft  into  tears,  and  owned,  that  he 
found  himfelf  in  this  refped  very  culpable,  and 
was  abfolutely  at  a  lofs  to  fay  any  thing  in  his 
defence. 

Suppofe  then,  continued  I,  you  had  to  re- 
proach yourfelf  only  v»ith  being  the  caufe  of  all 
the  misfortunes  your  friends  now  labour  under, 
it  muft  even  then  be  very  difficult  or  rather  im- 
pofTible  to  account  for  it  before  God. 

"  I  acknowledge  this,"  faid  he,  "  and  there- 
fore fhall  fay  nothing  to  excufe  myfelf  before 
God,  and  I  hope  he  v^ill  no:  demand  this  of  me. 
I  truft  in  my  repentance  and  his  mercy.  Do  not 
you  think  God  will  forgive  mt:  on  account  of  this 
philofophical  repentance :" 

According  to  my  notions  of  repentance,  I  can 
give  you  no  hopes.  I  know  but  one  way  to 
receive  God's  pardon,  and  this  is  not  a  philo- 
fophical but  a  Chriftian  repentance.  I  cannot 
yet  produce  the  reafuns  why  I  am  obliged  to 
think  fo ;  but  if  you  only  rcrlecl  on  God's 
mercy,  in  which  you  truft,  you  Vv'ili  find  that  it 
is  this  very  mercy  which  makes  it  neceiTary  for 
him  to  be  juft,  and  to  (Ivcw  his  averfion  to  moral 
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evil.  Such  mercy  as  that  of  God,  which  cannot 
degenerate  into  weaknefs,  muft  no  doubt  be  very 
terrible  to  him  who  has  offended  againft  it.  I 
entreat  you  not  to  put  a  blind  and  ill-founded 
confidence  in  it. — Perhaps  I  pronounced  this 
with  a  vifible  emotion  of  heart,  for  he  inter- 
rupted me,  faying,  "  Your  humanity  muft  be 
very  great,  fince  your  patience  is  not  tired." 

It  certainly  Ihall  not  be  tired,  but  I  am  uneafy 
and  in  pain  about  you. 

"  You  muft  not  be  fo  much  concerned  for  me. 
—What  would  you  do  if  I  was  fo  unhappy  as 
to  remain  unconvinced  ?" 

It  would  grieve  me  unfpeakably.  I  ftiould 
wifti  to  conceive  good  hopes  of  you,  but  I  fear 
without  reafon.  Pray  do  what  lies  in  your 
power,  God  will  blefs  your  endeavours.  I  hope 
you  will  even  yet,  upon  good  grounds,  think 
yourfelf  pardoned  by  God,  and  be  able  to  die 
with  comfort  and  a  fair  profped  into  eternity 
Here  l>e  called  out,  with  a  deep-fetched  Hgh : 
"  May  God  grant  it !" 

He  added,  "  You  wifh,  and  I  believe  from 
good  rcafons,  that  I  might  become  a  Chriftian." 

To  be  fure,  (replied  I)  I  wifti  it  very  much ; 

but  you  know  favours  are  not  forced  upon  any 

|x>:iy ;  and  it  is  natural  for  you  to  look  out  for  the 
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greatefl:  that  can  be  beftowed  upon  you.  Learn 
firft  to  feel  how  dangerous  your  condition  is, 
and  your  own  wants  and  mifery  will  then  compel 
you  to  fearch  for  God*s  mercy,  where  it  is  only 
to  be  found. 

**  But  pray,"  faid  he,  "  how  can  chriftianity 
be  the  only  way  that  is  revealed  by  God  for  our 
everlafting  happinefs,  fmce  it  is  fo  little  known 
among  mankind,  and  fince  there  are,  even  among 
chriftians  themfelves,  lb  few  that  keep  its  pre- 
cepts ?" 

From  your  firft  doubts,  faid  I,  you  mean  to 
draw  the  inference,  that  it  was  againft  the  good- 
nefs  and  juftice  of  God  not  to  reveal  to  all  men  a 
doftrine  which  is  the  only  one  that  can  render 
man  perfeflly  happy.  But  do  you  know  whether 
God  will  not  fave  thofe  who  are  ignorant  of 
chriftianity  by  its  difpenfations,  if  they  behave 
as  well  as  lies  in  their  power  ?  And  can  a  man, 
"whom  God  has  prefented  with  a  blefiing,  which 
he  denied  to  others,  think  himfelf  for  this  reafon 
intitled  not  to  mind  this  blefiing  or  not  to  value 
it,  becaufe  God  has  not  given  it  to  all  men  ? 
Has  he  not  diftributed  all  the  bleflings  of  his 
mercy  unequally  among  men  j  for  inftance,  ho- 
nour, riches,  health,  talents,  and  even  the 
knowledge  of    natural   religion  ?    You  fee   by 
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this  that  your  objedion  proves  more  than  you 
intended. 

From  your  fecond  doubt  you  will  conclude, 
that,  becaufe  chriftianity  is  obferved  by  fo  very 
few,  therefore  it  cannot  be  a  fufficient  means  to 
anfwer  the  purpofe,  it  is  faid,  God  intended  it  for, 
and  confequently  its  origin  cannot  be  a  divine 
one.  But  I  would  wifli  you  to  obferve,  that  it  is 
a  religion  of  free  beings,  and  that  they  are  under 
no  controul  in  a  matter  which  concerns  their 
happinefs.  Befides,  prejudices,  errors  and  palTions 
can  render  the  ftrongeft  moral  arguments  ineffec- 
tual. However,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  man- 
kind, upon  the  whole,  fmce  the  eftablifhment  of 
the  chriftian  religion,  has  been  greatly  reformed, 
and  that  its  power  over  the  human  mind  is 
ftronger  than  yOu  feem  to  credit. 

**  But  even  good  chriftians,"  added  he,  "  often 
commit  fins !  Shall,  or  can  a  man  in  this 
world  be  perfedl  ?  and  is  the  intention  of  chrifti- 
anity to  produce  effedbs,  which,  as  to  our  prefent 
condition,  are  quite  impoffible  ?" 

There  is  a  great  difference  between  the  fin  of 
a  true  chriftian,  of  whom  we  fpeak  only,  and 
betv/een  the  crimes  of  a  wicked  man.  The 
former  fails  but  he  rifes  again;  the  latter  con- 
tinues in  his  tranfgreffions  and  repeats  them. 
C  4  And 
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And  if  there  was  but  one  chriftian  only  upon 
the  whole  earth,  whofe  life  did  honour  to  his 
profeiBon,  it  would  be  a  fufEcient  reafon  for 
every  one  that  knew  him,  to  examine  the  religion 
of  this  only  chriftian,  and  to  adopt  it  when  he 
found  it  was  well-grounded.  He  faid-:  "  Oh  ! 
I  have  fo  many  of  thefe  doubts,  that  it  will  be 
the  moft  difficult  thing  to  fatisfy  them  all." 

He  uttered  this  with  a  mien  that  exprefied 
great  concern,  and  I  thought  proper  to  comfort 
him  by  faying,  that  his  doubts  would  lefTen  ac- 
cording as  he  got  more  acquainted  with  chrifti- 
anity.-  And  if  there  fhould  be  left  an  uncertainty 
about  fome  point  or  other,  he  might  reft  fatisfied 
with  thinking  that  God  would  judge  him,  accords 
ing  to  the  time  he  had  had,  the  condition  he  was 
in,  and  the  fincerity  he  ftiewed  in  his  fearching 
after  truth  j  chriftianity  concerned  more  the  heart 
than  the  underftanding. — I  difcovered  a  hope 
that  he  foon  would  become  a  chriftian,  which  he 
Icemed  to  be  pleafed  with,  and  when  I  exhorted 
him  to  pray  to  God  to  enlighten  his  mind,  he 
allied : 

**  Whether  a  hearty  wifh,  addrefled  to  God, 
was  not  already  prayer  or  adoration  ?'* 

I  anfwered  in  the  affirmative ;  and  after  fome 
exhortations  took  my  leave,  and  gave  him  the  book 

of 


(     25     ) 
of  Reimarus  on  the  frinci^al  do5lrines  of  natural 

religion.  >  '      e  tj :  , .  . 

ne  fourth  Conference,  March  the  eighth, 

T  H  A  D  now  already  great  advantages  in  my 
^  hands.  The  Count  was  fcnfible  of  an  ap- 
proaching eternity,  and  could  not,  nor  would  he 
any  more  oppofe  the  impreflions  which  the  pro- 
ipeft  of  it  made  upon  him.  He  was  concerned 
about  his  moral  condition,  but  not  enough  yet ; 
at  lead,  not  on  account  of  the  difpleafure  of  God, 
which  he  was  labouring  under.  ^  He  wifiied 
chriftianity  might  copifort  him,  but  he  thought 
it  ftill  an  impoflibility  to  be  fully  convinced  of 
its  truth.  I  now  endeavoured  to  make  chrifti- 
anity neceflary  to  him,  for  reafons  which  were 
derived  from  the  milery  and  danger  he  was  in. 
I  intended  to  give  him  opportunity  from  time  to 
time,  to  get  acquainted  with  the  arguments  of 
the  chriftian  religion  •,  that  in  the  fame  meafure, 
as  his  defire  incrcafed  after  its  comforts,  the 
difficulties  which  he  expefled  to  meet  with,  might 
decreafe.  But,  before  I  could  make  him  truly 
fenfible  of  the  danger  which  his  immoral  life  had 
thrown  him  into,  we  had  firft  to  agree  about  the 
reafons,  whicli  the  morality  of  human  adlions  is 
grounded  upon. 

I  Since 
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Since  the  Count  now  believed  immortality^ 
and  in  fome  refped,  the  morality  of  actions  like- 
wife,  I  undertook  to  convince  him  that  human 
afbions  are  not  good  or  bad,  merely  on  account 
of  their  confequences  in  fociety,  which  hitherto 
had  been  his  opinion. 

The  reading  of  the  feventh  of  Jerufalem's 
Meditations,  which  treats  on  the  morality  of  hu- 
man adions,  had,  as  the  Count  himfelf  owned, 
already  removed  many  of  his  doubts,  and  taught 
him  that  true  moral  liberty  did  not  confift  in  de- 
termining onefelf  according  to  the  firft  impref- 
fion  a  thing  had  made  upon  us,  but  that  it  is 
required  to  confider  a  matter  properly,  and  not 
to  chufe  a  thing  before  we  are  fufHciently  aC" 
quainted  with  ir.  I  fhewed  him,  how  impofllble 
it  was  for  man  always  to  forefee  and  to  regulate 
the  confequences  of  his  actions,  on  account  of 
the  infirmity  and  narrow  bounds  of  our  under- 
ftanding,  and  bccaufe  we  are  fo  eafily  blinded  by 
.  ourpaflions. 

As  to  this  hft  reafon,  the  Count  himfelf  faid, 
"  That  pafTions  would  overpower  us,  even  then, 
when  we  fee  that  the  adlions  to  which  they  ex- 
cite us  can  be  detrimental  to  fociety.  They  would 
perfuade  us,  that  the  confequences  they  might 
be  attended  with  are  in  our  power  j  that  by  pre- 
caution   and  acting    fecretly,   we   rhight   avoid 

them. 
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them.     They  would  fupply  us  with  various  ex- 
cufes,  and  incline  .us  to  think  them  to  be  true." 
He  did  not  take  it  amifs,  when  I  applied  this  to 
his  own  life. 

I  afterwards  proved,  that  the  will  of  God  is 
the  only  rule  by  which  the  morality  of  adions  is 
to  be  determined ;  not  becaufe  God  had  ordered 
that  this  adion  or  another  fhould  be  abfolutely 
good  or  bad,  but  becaufe  his  infinite  underftan- 
ding  found  them  really  fo  from  all  eternity,  even 
without  regard  to  men,  created  with  liberty  to 
trefpafs  againft  his  moral  laws. 

The  next  point  I  thought  neceflary  to  be 
proved  was,  that  God  had  really  revealed  his  will 
about  the  morality  of  actions.  I  would  •  not 
draw  my  arguments  from  the  Bible,  fmce  I  had 
not  yet  proved  it  to  be  a  divine  revelation,  but 
rather  from  the  diftates  of  confcience. 

This  being  done,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the 
propofition  would  admit  of,  I  anfwered  the  ob- 
je(5lions  which  the  Count  made.  The  firfl  was, 
"  That  though  he  had  no  inclination  for  raifing 
any  doubts,  but  fhould  rather  endeavour  to  avoid 
them  ;  yet  the  fincerity  wherewith  our  confer- 
ences were  to  be  carried  on,  required  him  to 
tell  plainly,  what  he  ^was  not  convinced  of. 
Therefore,  he  owned,  that  notwithftanding  there 
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was.fuch  moral  fenfation  in  man,  he  neverthelefs. 
was  uncertain,  whether  it  was  born  with  him. 
Perhaps  it  might  be  a  certain  prejudice  ?'* 

If  this  was  fo,  replied  I,  how  could  it  happen 
that  this  prejudice  was  an  univerfal  one,  common 
both  to  the  virtuous  and  the  wicked  ? 

■  "  Perhaps  then,"  faid  he,  "  it  is  the  effecfl  of 
experience  or  cuftom,  that  we  are  ufed  to  con- 
fider  the  aftions  of  others,  as  relating  to  our- 
felves."  My  anfwer  was,  that  this  moral  fenfa- 
tion is  found  in  man,  before  he  is  taught  it  by 
experience  and  cuftom. 

"  And  fuppofe,"  faid  the  Count,  "  we  fhould 
find  it  a  confequence  of  education  ?" 

•  Neither  can  this  be,  replied  I,  for  it  is  in  a 
child  prior  to  education.  It  is  to  be  met  with  in 
a  favage  Greenlander  and  a  Flottentot,  who  rca- 
fons  on  Ibme  actions  more  foundly  than  nations, 
whofe  moral  fenfations  are  tainted  by  education, 
and  by  their  way  of  living. 

"  He  now  owned,  that  the  notion  of  morality 
v/as  born  with  us,  and  that  it  laid  deep  in  our  na,' 
turc.  That  it  took  its  origin  from  our  Creatorj 
and  that  we,  by  the  diftatcs  of  this  inward  feel- 
ing, were  inforn:ed  of  the  will  of  God  in  regard, 
to  good  or  bud  adtions." 

From 
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"  From  what  hehadfaid,  I  now  drew  rome  in- 
ferences, and  told  him,  tliat  in  order  to  qualify 
himfeif  for  God's  mercy,  it  was  necefiary  to 
fearch  his  former  life,  and  to  acknowledge  his 
faults  and  crimes.  I  was  afraid  to  leave  this  felf- 
examination  entirely  to  himfclf;  and  therefore 
told  him,  that  I  fhoiild  review  with  him  his  life, 
tho'  it  was  a  difagreeable  talk  for  both ;  hoping 

he  would  alTift  me  therein  with  all  fincerity. 
He  promifed  to  confefs  every  thing,  and  giving 
me  his  hand,  he  faid,  he  would  take  me  entirely 
for  his  guide. 

After  fom.e  filence  on  both  fides,  and  amidft 
his  tears,  he  looked  at  me  with  an  air  that 
betrayed  both  '  anxiety  and  confidence,  and  faid, 
V  If  my  tears  come  only  out  of  the  right  fourcc !" 

Good  Count,  faid  I,  I  fufpeft  the  reafon  why 
you  cry.  It  is  certainly  the  misfortune  which 
you  have  thrown  your  friends  into.  This  is 
your  tender  fide,  which  pains,  even  when  it  is 
but  (lightly  touched.  Exars:ine  yourfelf,  whe- 
ther it  is  but  perfonal  friendfliip,  or  the  remem- 
brance of  mutual  enjoyed  pleafurcs,  or  the  for- 
row  of  having  loft  the  iiope'of  their  continuation  .? 
or,  whether  it  is  the  confcioufnefs  that  you  have 
offended  God,  religion  and  virtue,  in  the  per- 
ibns  of  your  unfortunate  friends. 

'  .  He 
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He  confidered  a  while,  and  atlaft  ealled  o\A: 
«  Oh !  it  is  extremely  difficult,  to  come  to  an;^ 
certainty  in  this  point!" 

Not  long  after,  he  added :  "  I  fear  it  is  now 
too  late  to  beg  for  God's  mercy !  and  per- 
haps I  do  it  in  my  prefent  fituation  out  of  ne- 
ceffity !" 

I  told  him  upon  this,  that  though  he  had  rea- 
fon  to  reproach  himfelf  very  much,  that  he  had 
fpent  his  whole  life  without  thinking  of  God,  or 
endeavouring  to  make  him  his  friend;  yet  there 
was  no  diftin6tion  betwixt  thofe  that  came  early 
and  thofe  that  came  late.  It  was  only  the  (incerity 
with  which  we  feek  for  God's  mercy. 

He  added,  "  Perhaps  I  do  it  out  of  com- 
plaifance  to  you.'*  To  which  I  replied,  that  I 
could  fcarce  believe  this,  becaufe  he  fhed  fo 
many  tears,  and  w>s  fo  forry  and  fo  much  con- 
cerned. 

After  fome  confideration,  he  faid :  "  Of  what 
ufe  would  it  be  to  me  ^  No,  (here  he  took  me  by 
the  hand,)  it  is  not  out  of  ccmplaifance  to  you.'* 
•He  then  faid :  "  I  remember  that  in  the  inftrudion 
of  chriftianity,  which  I  received  in  my  younger 
days,  I  was  told,  a  chriftian  ought  to  die  with 
the  utmoft  chearfulncfs  and  confidence.  But  I 
am  fo  anxious  about  doubts.  They  return  al- 
4  ways 
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ways  again,  notwithftanding  I   endeavour  to  re-  ' 
move  them,  and  will  not  let  them  gain  ground.". 

I  fufpefted,  and  found  afterwards  but  too 
juftly,  that  he  was  throwing  out  a  hint  about.;.- 
fome  ft  range  inward  feelings,  whichfomechrifti-  ■ 
ans  pretend  to  have,  as  indifputable  fignsandcon- 
fequences  of  their  being  pardoned  before  God.  I 
therefore  told  him,  that  fuch  inward  feelings,  if 
there  ever  were  things  of  that  kind,  could  not  be 
looked  ypon  as  abfolutely  neceffary,  and  as 
things  which  muft  inevitably  follow.  I  knew 
many  fincere  chriftians  that  were  without  them  ; 
and  I  myfelf,  though  confcious  of  being  a  chri- 
ftian,  had  never  perceived  them. 

He  interrupted  me,  by  faying :  "  I  myfelf  fav/ 
a  pious  man  dying,  who  left  this  world  in  great 
anxiety." 

I  continued.  Good  Count,  that  eafe  of  mind 
which  I  wiih  you,  when  you  are  dying,  and 
which  it  is  poffible  you  may  attain,  does  net  con- 
fift  in  a  vifible  joy  ;  it  is  rather  a  certain  tran- 
quillity of  the  foul,  which  arifes  from  a  convic- 
tion, that  we  have  fulfilled  all  thofe  conditions 
which  God  has  laid  down  as  the  only  ones  for 
our  receiving  his  pardon. 

"  How  tottering,"  faiJ  he,  "  has  been  my 
former  fyftem,  and  how  fure  was  I,  nevertheless, 
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of  its  truth !  I  was  refolved,  that  if  I  fhould  die^ 
I  .would  adhere  to  my  principles ;  I  would  fup- 
pofe  them  to  be  indifputable,  and  would  let 
death  approach  without  any  further  fcrutiny. 
A-nd  for  t!iis  very  realbn,  I  had  begged  to  be 
c^c^cufed  from  feeing  any  clergyman." 

1  You  fee  from  this,  good  Count,  replied  I, 
what  a  difference  there  is  between  truth  and  er- 
ror. What  you  mentioned,  were  your  fentiments 
about  eight  days  ago.  And  now  you  read  Jeru- 
falem's  work  with  the  greateft  afTiduity,  though 
he  contradidls  your  principles  every  where. 

*'  Oh  !"  faid  he,  "  it  is  an  incomparable  book  ; 
pray  bring  me  the  other  volumes.^*  How  forry 
was  I,  that  then  only  one  volume  was  pub- 
lifhed.  "  Could  you  not,"  continued  he,  "  give 
this  book  to  be  read  by  fome  of  my  friends,  who 
think  of  religion  as  I  did,  and  were  perhaps  in- 
duced to  it  by  my  example  and  converfation  ?" 
I  promiled  I  would  look  out  for  fuch  oppor- 
tunities. 

I  now  wanted  to  condudl  him  further  into 
chriilianity,  with  whofe  moral  fide  he  was  to  be 
firft  made  acquainted  ;  for,  as  to  the  dogmati- 
cal part  he  knew  already  more  of  it,  though  he 
thought  it  impofTible  to  believe  its  myfterics. 
However,  I  was  fure,  that  even  here,  he  would 
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Ibecome  a  believer,  if  he  was  firft  convinced  of  the 
excellency  of  the  morals  Chrift  has  preached,  and 
if  the  myfteries  of  chriftianity  were  laid  before 
him,  as  Scripture  propofes  them,  feparated  from 
human  explications.  To  make  him  converfant 
with  the  precepts  of  the  Gofpel,  I  thought  it  beft 
to  let  him'read  the  hiftory  of  Chrift.  I  told  him, 
I  wifhed  that  he  might  learn  from  the  moral 
character  of  Chrift,  that  he  was  a  good  and  divine 
man,  and  one  that  deferves  great  credit.  Per- 
haps it  may  prepoflefs  you  in  his  favour,  when  I 
tell  you,  that  even  Voltaire,  inclined  as  he  is  to 
calumniate  Chrift,  does  juftice  to  his  moral  cha- 
rader.  "  Docs  he  ?"  replied  the  Count.  I  will 
read  to  you,  continued  I,  fome  pafiages  from  the 
Evangile  du  jour,  which  no  doubt  is  a  work  of 
Voltaire.  I  added,  that  Rouflfeau  was  quite 
charmed  with  Chrift's  morals,  and  his  death.  He 
remembered  to  have  found  fomething  of  this 
kind  in  his  Emile.  I  might  recommend  to  you, 
continued  I,  the  New  Teftament,  to  read  the 
hiftory  of  Chrift  -,  but  I  chufe  to  decline  this  at 
prefent,  fince  it  is  difperfed  through  all  the  four 
Evangelifts,  and  fmce  many  places  are  wrongly 
tranllated,  and  many  more,  on  account  of  their 
reference  to  the  manners  of  the  times  and  people, 
and  the  fituation  of  places,  might  be  obfcure  to 
you  ;  and  firice  you  yourfelf,  probably,  have 
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abufed  fome  Scripture  exprefiions,  to  ridicule 
and  to  make  ajeft  of  them.* "  Yes,"  faid  he,  "  you 
are  in  the  right."  I  promifed  therefore,  to  bring 
to  him  the  hiftory  of  the  three  latter  years  of 
the  life  of  Chrift,  as  it  is  properly  compiled, 
regulated,  explained,  and  told  in  a  modern  ftile. 

Cramer  *  had  defired  me  to  give  his  compli* 
ments  to  the  Count,  and  to  tell  him,  that  Count 
Bernftorf  had  forgiven  him,  and  that  he,  in  the 
latter  days  of  his  life,  was  very  much  concerned 
about  the  falvation  of  his  foul.  He  afked: 
"  Has  Bernftorf  lived  to  hear  of  my  being 
arretted  ?"  Yes,  faid  I,  he  died  about  a  fortnight 
ago.  He  burft  out  into  tears  again,  and  defired 
me  to  tell  Cramer,  that  he  wilhed  to  be  worthy 
of  his  memory,  and  that  he  was  obliged  to  him 
for  his  intelligence. 

I  left  him  to-day  Gellert's  Ledtures  on  Mora- 
lity -f .  He  had  almoft  finifhed  Rcimarus's  book. 
During  my  abfence,  he  always  employed  the 
greateft  part  of  his  time  in  reading  thofe  books 
which  I  had  brought  him. 


•  This  eminent  divine  is  now  living  at  Lubeck.  Ho 
fvas  formerly  chaplain  at  the  court  of  Copenhagen. 

t  Thefe  Leaures  on  Morality y  read  in  tlie  univerfity  of 
Leipfic,  by  the  late  Mr.  Gellert,  were  tranflated  laft  year  into 
French.  See  the  Appendix  to  the  47th  volume  of  the 
Monthly  Review,  page  50<j. 


^he  fifth  Conference,     March  the  tenth. 

T  FOUND  the  Gouiit  reading  Gellert's  Lec- 
•*'  tures  on  Morality,  about  whofe  excellency 
he  did  not  know  how  to  exprefs  himfelf  properly. 
Hefaid: 

**  Had  1  but  a  ye^r  iago  read  fuch  books  in 
retirement  from  difllpation,  I  fliould  have  beefi 
itjuite  another  man.  But  I  lived  as  in  a  dream-. 
However,  where  are  fuch  chriftians  as  are  here, 
defcribed?" 

I  told  him  that  I  believed  Gellert  himfelf  to 
have  been  fuch  a  chriftian  as  is  defcribed  in  the 
book,  which  was  chiefly  written,  to  fhew  thaC 
perfe6tion  a  chriftian  was  to  ftrive  for.  T 
reminded  him  of  our  agreement,  to  examine 
more  minutely  his  moral  conduct,  in  order  to 
convince  him  more  of  the  greatnefs  of  his  fins, 
and  the  necefll:y  of  his  repentance. 

In  a  ferious  exhortation,  I  begged  of  him  to 
act  now  with  all  fincerity  \  and  the  Count  thea 
began : 

*'  I  know  Very  well  that  I  cannot  apologize  for 
my  adions.  But  for  this  very  reafon  I  wifli  the 
exiftencc  of  eternity,  becaufe  God,  who  knows 
cxaftly  the  complication  of  circumftances  and 
;he  fituation  I  have  been  in,  will  determine  more 
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truly  and  juftly  the  morality  or  immorality  of 
my  a(5lions,  than  men  ever  can  do." 

I  now  delineated  the  outlines  of  his  charadVer 
as  I  had  reafon  to  think  it  to  be.  God,  faid  I, 
has  given  you  not  a  common  underftanding, 
and,  as  I  believe,  a  good  natural  difpofition 
of  heart;  but  through  voluptuoufnefs,  ambi- 
tion and  inconfideratenefs,  you  have  corrupted 
yourfelf.  He  confirmed  my  conjedures,  and 
added : 

*'  That  voluptuoufnefs  had  been  his  chief 
paflion,  which  had  contributed  mofl  to  his  moral 
depravity." 

We  will  begin,  faid  I,  with  this  paflion,  and 
fee  to  what  fins  it  has  led  you.  After  defcrib- 
ing  how  far  it  was  extravagant,  the  Count  owned 
with  great  emotion  of  heart, 

"  His  opinion  had  always  been,  that  he  lived  for 
no  other  purpofe  but  to  procure  himfelf  agreeable 
fenfations.  He  had  reduced  every  thing  to  this 
point,  and  if  now  and  then  he  had  done  fomething 
good,  he  had  never  confidered  it  as  an  obligation 
of  charity  or  of  obedience  towards  God,  but  as 
a  mere  means  to  promote  his  own  pleafure.  In 
his  very  youth,  he  blindly  had  abandoned  himfelf 
to  all  forts  of  extravagancies.  When  he  found  the 
confequences  of  his  irregular  life,  he  endeavoured 
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to  rcftorc  his  health  again  by  regularity  and  con- 
tinence, in  order  to  enjoy  pleafure  the  longer. 
Having  recovered  health  again,  he  indulged 
himfelf  in  irregularities  of  voluptuoufnefs  under  a 
mild  government  of  reafon,  and  refrained  himfelf 
from  abandoned  extravagancies.  What  humiliated 
him  mofl,  was,  that  he  could  not  accufe  any  body 
that  had  feduced  him,  but  that  he  muft  confefs 
to  have  been  his  own  feducer,  by  reading  certain 
books,  which  he  mentioned." 

The  more  minute  examination  of  his  life  in 
regard  to  this  chief  paflion  of  his,  I  regulated 
according  to  certain  queftions.  During  the  whole 
enquiry,  he  did  not  leave  off  crying.  It  feemed 
as  if  he  felt  a  kind  of  eafe,  by  intruding  me  with 
the  anxiety  of  his  heart  which  he  felt  on  account 
of  this  fpecies  of  tranfgrefiion.  I  will  write  the 
queftions  down  in  the  manner  I  propofed  them 
to  him,  and  add  thofe  of  his  anfwers,  which  are 
more  than  a  fimple  confeflion,  and  can  contri- 
bute to  clear  up  his  former  way  of  thinking,  and 
ferve  to  increafe  the  abhorrence  of  the  vice  of 
lewdnefs. 

How  much  time  has  by  your  eager  purfuit  of 
pleafures  been  fquandered  away,  that  might  and 
Ihould  have  been  employed  better  ^ — He  gave  for 
anfwer, 
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"  I  always  impofed  upon  myfelf  by  thinking, 
becaufe  I  could  work  very  quick,  and  could 
difpatch  the  bufinefs  of  my  different  ftations  in 
life  in  lefs  time  than  many  others,  that  therefore 
the  reft  of  my  time  ought  to  be  dedicated  to  my 
pleafures,  and  was  in  a  manner  gained.  But  I 
fee  now  too  late,  how  much  it  was  my  duty  to  be 
officious  in  promoting  good,  according  to  that 
meafure  of  talents  God  has  trufted  me  with." 

How  many  good  adlions  are  left  undone  ?  and 
how  infatiable  have  you  been  in  your  luft  ?  How 
much  have  you  meditated  to  procure  yourfelf 
pew  fenfual  enjoyments  ? 

"  To  be  overloaded  with  pleafures,  is  attended 
with  an  inevitable  emptinefs,  and  to  fill  up  the 
vacancies  makes  us  ftudy  variety  of  pleafures." 

How  much  did  you  negle<5t  by  this  the  im- 
proving and  forming  of  your  foul  and  heart  .'* 
Remember  the  years  you  have  fpent  at  fchool 
and  the  univerfity ! 

"  It  kept  me  very  backward,  and  not  till  late 
years  did  I  begin  to  make  myfelf  acquainted  with 
thofe  things  which  I  Ihould  have  learnt  at  fchool. 
Being  at  the  univerfity,  I  lived  now  and  then  for 
whole  months  together  in  difiipation  and  extra- 
vagancies, but  then  I  kept  to  my  ftudies  for  a, 
|ime  again,     Improving  ^nd  forming  my  heart, 
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I  never  thought  of  before  I  was  two  or  three  and 
twenty  years  of  age.    Since  that  time  I  collefted 
by  degrees  thofe  principles  of  morality  I  informed 
you  of." 

How  negledlful  has  your  luft  made  you  to- 
wards God,  yourfelf,  and  other  men,  even  irv 
thofe  duties  which  your  particular  ftation  in  life 
required  of  you  ? 

'*  I  turned  my  thoughts  very  little  towards 
God,  and  did  not  believe  that  I  owed  him  any 
thing  more,  than  a  general  gratitude  for  my  ex- 
iftence.  I  might  perhaps  have  often  negleded 
the  particular  duties  of  my  refpedbive  ftations  in 
life,  for  the  fake  of  enjoying  pieafures,  but  at 
other  times  I  have  as  phyfician  taken  great  pains 
about  my  patients." 

Very  likely  you  have,  by  the  perpetual  enjoy-^ 
ment  of  fenfual  pieafures,  heated  your  fancy, 
and  filled  it  with  foul  images,  which  perhaps 
difturb  you  ftill,  and  hinder  your  ferious  reflexi- 
ons. In  what  a  giddinefs  of  luft  have  you  lived, 
or  rather  not  lived,  but  only  dreamt  ? 

?'  When  I  now  recoiled,  I  find  that  my  life 
has  been  but  a  dream.  1  remember  to  have  done 
but  little  good,  by  which  I  might  know  that 
J  really  have  lived." 
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How  much  has  your  luft  degraded  your  dig* 
nity  as  a  man,  and  ranked  you  among  irrational 
creatures,  whpfe  plcafures  confifl:  only   in  that 
which  is  fenfual  ? 

**  I  thought  myfelf  no  more  than  an  animal, 
^nd  believed  there  was  no  difference  of  fpecies, 
but  only  of  fome  degree  of  perfediop  between 
man  and  bead."  > 

Has  not  your  charader  fuffered  very  much  by 
this  ? 

"  I  always  thought  I  need  not  to  care  what 
the  world  faid.  I  therefore  endeavoured  to  pleafe 
but  a  few.  But  now  I  find  how  valuable  a  name 
is  which  is  obtained  by  virtue." 

How  indifferent  has  this  made  you  towards 
moral  pleafures,  which  are  the  mod  effcfbual 
fprings  to  promote  virtue,  and  are  an  effential  part 
of  real  happinefs  ? 

"  In  my  younger  years  I  was  quite  indifferent 
towards  goodfentiments  and  adions.  Afterwards, 
though  I  was  perhaps  pleafed  when  I  had  done 
fomething  which  I  thought  to  be  good,  yet  I  never 
made  any  diftin6lion  between  this  nobler  joy, 
and  the  gratification  of  my  luftful  defires." 

How  many  has  your  voluptuoufnefs  ruined  I— 
Yqur  example,    and   the  propagating  of  your 
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principles,  has  feduced  young  men  to  profligacy. 
Many  of  them  have  loft  their  characters,  ruined 
their  conftitution,  and  even  met  death  in  their 
purfuit  of  luftful  pleafures.  Perhaps  deftitute  wi- 
dows and  orphan  children,  whofe  huft)ands  and 
fathers  were  killed  by  profligacy  which  you 
taught  them,  are  now  crying  to  the  all-knowing 
God  againft  the  author  of  their  misfortunes ! 

He  acknowledged,  in  a  very  repenting  man- 
ner, he  might  be  guilty  of  all  thefe  crimes.  Hi^ 
exprelTions,  his  countenance,  and  his  whole  atti- 
tude feemed  to  beg  of  me  not  to  go  on  any  fur- 
ther.    I  continued : 

Might  you  not  have  been  the  feducer  of  inno- 
cent young  women,  and  might  you  not,  on  fuch 
occafions,  have  wilfully  facrificed  to  your  volup- 
tuoufnefs,  religion,  honour,  and  virtue?  Might 
you  not  have  ruined  them  in  this  world,  by  hin- 
dering their  being  married,  and  throwing  them 
into  contempt  and  poverty  ? 

"  I  cannot  deny  that  I  have  been  a  dangerous 
feducer.  I  often  have  deceived  innocence  by 
my  principles.  Even  women  of  good  fenfe 
I  have  conquered  ;  and  more  than  this,  I  have 
made  them  afterwards  eafy  again  about  their 
tranfgreflions.  None  among  thofe  that  I  attacked 
^as  at  laft  able  to  refift  me,  if  fhe  did  not  avoid 
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mc  prefently.  I  was  never  at  a  lofs  how  to  con- 
quer ;  though  I  muft  fay,  I  never  promifcd  any 
thing  which  I  did  not  intend  to  perform.  Not- 
withftanding  I  did  all  that  laid  in  my  power  to 
keep  thofe,  who  through  my  fault  had  been  tem- 
porally ruined,  from  mifery  and  poverty,  I  am, 
neverthelefs,  now  convinced  that  this  by  no 
means  can  excule  me." 

Perhaps  there  are  children  that  do  not  know 
you  to  be  their  father,  who  for  want  of  education 
will  become  a  burden  to  fociety,  and  are  in  dan- 
ger of  being  ruined  in  this  and  the  future  v/orld. 

Here  he  defired  me  to  take  upon  me  the  care 
and  education  of  a  child,  two  years  old,  becaufe 
it  was  his. 

I  fcarcely  had  made  enquiry,  when  I  heard  it 
was  dead.  I  mention  this  as  a  proof  of  his  fmce- 
rity.     I  continued : 

And  matrimonial  ties,  which  according  to  th? 
Vinanimous  opinion  of  all  nations  fliould  be  fa- 
cred,  I  fuppofe  yoii  have  broken.  What  an 
irreparable  injury  is  hereby  done  to  both  parties  ! 
— and  how  much  muft  this  injuftice  have  afflict- 
ed the  injured  party  ?  Remorfe  of  confcience  on 
the  fide  of  the  feduced  perfons  was  or  will  be  the 
qonfequence  thereof.  Wherewith  v/ill  you  excufe 
yourfelf,  if  grief  or  defpondency  fhould  be  hurt- 
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ful  to  the  health  or  the  life  of  the  injured  ?  Is  not 
matrimonial  happinefs  and  domeftic  peace  fre- 
quently difturbed  by  thefe  your  tranfgreflions  ? 

"  The  injured  party,  faid  he,  had  often  never 
known  of  it,  and  in  fome  inftances  he  had  rather 
promoted  domeftic  peace  by  good  advice,  which 
he  had  given  to  the  female  criminal.  He  owned 
that  he  thought  thefe  excufes  formerly  fufficient, 
but  he  did  not  mention  them  now  with  the  fame 
intent." 

Perhaps,  faid  I,  honeft  fathers  are  obliged  to 
maintain  children,  which  they  are  convinced  are 
not  their  own.  Of  what  confufions,  enmities, 
and  law-fuits  may  this  be  productive,  even  after 
your  death,  in  families  that  might  have  remained 
happy,  if  you  had  left  them  undifturbed  ?  Have 
you  never  ufcd  unnatural  means  to  fatisfy  your 
voluptuous  pafTions,  or  to  prevent  their  difagrce- 
able  and  unexpeded  confequences  ?  He  faid : 

*'  In  his  younger  years  he  had  indulged  him- 
felf  in  every  thing  his  pafTion  had  driven  him  to, 
but  as  to  the  latter  part  of  the  queftion,  he  knew 
himfelf  to  be  innocent." — And  this  was  the  only 
accufation  of  our  to-day's  fcrutiny,  to  which  he 
pleaded  not  guilty. 

Now,  continued  I,  what  mifery  have  all  thefe 
extravagancies   thrown  you  into?  Forget  for  a 
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little  while  thatyou  have  offended  God  extremely, 
by  creating  fo  much  mifchief  in  the  world.  Re- 
fled  rather  on  this  queftion  only,  How  has  my 
luftful  paflion  rewarded  me,  after  having  ferved 
it  fo  faithfully  ?  You  are  rewarded  with  tranfitory, 
diigultful  joys,  which  never  have  fatisfied  your 
defires  ;  with  difdain,  contempt,  and  reproaches 
of  all  ibber  people  that  knew  of  your  wicked 
life ;    with    imprifonment   and  fetters,    with   ^ 

premature     and    ignominious    death. Pray 

nov/,  confider  ferioufly,  fuppofe  I  and  every 
botly  were  to  live  in  this  manner,  what  would 
become  of  human  fociety  .'' — -He  anfwered, 

"  I  fooliflily  perfuaded  myfelf,  that  it  was 
confiftent  with  fociety.  The  great  ones  in  Eng- 
land and  France,  faid  I  to  myfelf,  lead  fuch  un- 
reftrained  life." 

But,  faid  I,  does  this  unreftrained  way  of  life 
of  the  great  in  England  and  France  contribute 
towards  the  happinefs  of  either  nation  ?  And  can  it 
be  believed  that  they,  in  doing  fo,  are  more  happy 
than  people  of  the  middle  fort,  that  lead  a  life 
which  is  more  ftri(5t  and  more  folid  ?  And  laftly, 
are  thefe  great  ones  the  whole  fociety,  or  are  they 
not  the  fmalleft  part  of  it,  and  if  numbers  are  to 
be  confidered,  the  mod  inconfiderable  part  ? 

During 
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During  the  whole  time  of  this  converfation, 
the  Count  was  very  much  moved,  and  ready  to 
cry.  I  faw  how  afFedling  and  humiliating  the  fcene 
of  his  pad  life  was  to  him. 

"  How  is  it  poflible,  faid  he,  that  I  could 
ever  be  fo  convinced  of  my  former  principles, 
and  could  ever  forget  myfelf  fo  far  !'* 

I  recommended  to  him  to  fearch  the  whole 
courfe  of  his  former  life  more  minutely,  and  left 
him  for  this  purpofe  further  written  inftrudtions. 
I  gave  him  likewife  the  two  firft  parts  of  the 
$hree  laft  years  of  the  life  of  Chrift.  The  Count 
then  faid : 

"  That  he  valued  the  morals  of  chriftianlty 
very  much,  and  thought  them  truly  divine ;  but 
he  was  afraid  the  myfteries  of  religion  might  pre- 
vent his  being  fully  perfuaded  of  its  truth,  though 
he  promifed  to  fpare  no  pains  to  get  convinced." 

Upon  this  I  told  him,  that  the  grace  of  God 
would  aflift  his  endeavours,  and  that  his  doubts 
would  ceafe  in  time.  He  then  flarted  three  ob- 
jedlions  :  the  firft,  why  the  immortality  of  the 
foul  was  not  taught  in  the  writings  of  Mofes  ? 
the  fecond,  how  Chrift:  could  be  the  Son  of  God  ? 
and  thirdly,  how  three  perfons  could  be  in  one 
Deity  .?  To  the  firfl  I  replied,  that  if  it  was  agreed 

til  at 
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<lhat  in  the  writings  of  Mofes  no  mention  was  made 
of  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  it  did  neverthe*- 
lefs  by  no  means  follow,  that  this  doflrine  was 
unknown  to  the  Jews,  or  that  the  truth  of  it  wag 
lefs  certain.  And  as  for  his  fecond  and  third  ob- 
jections, I  told  him,  that  fince  their  refutation  is 
grounded  upon  right  explanations  of  fcripturepaf- 
fages,  for  which  he  was  not  yet  prepared,  I  could 
only  tell  him  this  beforehand,  that  the  words 
wherein  thefe  myfteries  are  revealed,  muft  be 
cautioufly explained,  fmcethey  were  more  adapted 
to  inform  men  of  the  exiftence  of  what  is  above 
their  conception,  than  to  exprefs  fully  the  nature 
of  the  myftery. 

'\iihejixth  Conference,    March  the  twelfth, 

"t  Now  conduced  the  Count  to  the  fecond  great 
^  fource  of  his  tranfgrefiion,  which,  I  thought, 
was  his  ambition.  You  had,  faid  I,  too  great 
an  opinion  of  your  underftanding^  and  of  the 
goodnefs  of  your  intentions,  which  at  the  bottom 
were  but  means  to  fatisfy  your  chief  paffion.  He 
replied : 

"  He  had  been  fo  weak,  as  to  let  himfelf  be 
perfuaded  by  a  perfon  that  made  too  much  of 
him^  that  his  Vjnderftanding  was  fo  great,  that  he 

could 
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could  do  every  thing  which  was  in  the  power  of 
man.  Helvetius,  whom  he  had  read  much,  had 
likewife  induced  him  to  believe  this.  For  he 
fays,  that  fmce  the  organifation  of  every  man 
was  the  fame,  confequently  every  one  was  ca- 
pable of  doing  the  fame  thing  another  man  could 
do.  He  had  thought  himfelf  convinced  of  the 
gwodnefs  of  his  intentions,  though  he  muft  owii 
he  had  purfued  principles  which  ought  to  be  re* 
jedted,  and  that  always  the  chief  end  he  had  in 
view  was  his  pleafure." 

1  then  put  him  in  mind  how  many  people  he 
had  made  unhappy  through  his  ambition ;  how 
unjuft  and  hard  he  had  been  tofatisfy  this  paflion ; 
how  obftinately  he  oppofed  thofe  that  undefftood 
the  affairs  of  ftate  better  than  himfe'f,  even  then 
when  he  knew  he  was  in  the  wrong.  What  dan- 
gerous and  violent  means  he  had  ufed  to  keep 
himfelf  in  his  dignity,  and  to  what  danger  he  had 
expofed  the  fubjecls  of  the  King,  particularly  the 
inhabitants  of  the  metropolis.  To  this  he  re- 
plied, 

"  It  was  true,  that  he  for  his  own  fafety  had 
made  regulations  which  he  had  not  thought  to  be 
dangerous,  fmce  he  knew  initances  wherein  even 
the  fight  only  of  fuch  preparations  had  prevented 
and  quelled  dilturbances.     But  now,   when  he 

confi- 
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confidered  matters  mOre  coolly,  he  faw  Very  vvtU 
that  he  might  have  been  the  author  of  great  mif- 
chief." 

I  defired  him  to  confidcr,  whether  he  had  not 
made  too  free  with  the  revenues  of  the  Hate  ? — 
At  how  great  an  expence  he  had  lived  at  laft  ? 
— What  an  unconflitutional  power  he  had  arro- 
gated to  himfelf  ?  &c. 

The  two  chief  paflions  of  the  Count,  volup- 
tuoufnefs  and  ambition,  being  accompanied  with 
great  inconfideratenefs,  I  reminded  him  of  his 
inconfiderate  treatment  of  religion,  and  how  he 
had  made  a  jeft  of  the  moft  ferious  things  in  the 
world,  and  ftudied  perhaps  to  communicate  his 
opinions  to  others.  To  which  he  gave  for 
anfwer  : 

"  He  could  not  deny  that  religion  had  fre> 
quently  been  with  him  a  fubje6b  of  ridicule.  But 
he  had  been  guilty  of  this  kind  of  inconfiderate- 
nefs, moftly  in  the  company  of  fuch  perfons  as 
were  already  prejudiced  againft  religion.  He 
never  had  made  it  his  bufinefs  to  make  profe- 
lytes,  though  he  had  made  no  fecret  of  his  irre- 
ligion.  He  acknowledged  himftlf  in  all  this 
culpable  before  God  and  his  confcience." 

After  fcveral  otlier  queftions,  I  aHxcd  the  Count 

how  he  could  prefume  to  fit  at  the  helm  of 
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government,  when  he  knew  himfelf  by  no  means 
qualified  for  it,  being  without  knowledge  of  the 
laws,  and  the  language  of  the  country,  and  never 
giving  himfelf  the  trouble  to  learn  either.  I 
charged  him  with  having  given  new  laws  incon- 
fiderately,  abolifhing  old  ones  without  reafon. 
I  blamed  him  for  having  difcharged  old  and  ap- 
proved of  minifters  of  ftate,  and  chufing  new 
ones,  without  knowing  them,  and  trufling  in  them 
without  being  fure  of  their  being  honefl  men ; 
only  becaufe  he  thought  they  would  prove  them- 
felves  to  be  his  friends. 

When  I  told  him,  that  he  never  had  cared  for 
the  morals  of  the  nation,  but  rather  promoted 
immorality  by  bad  examples,  by  giving  opportu- 
nities to  do  evil,  and  even  by  making  laws  tend* 
ing  to  promote  it,  he  laid  : 

"  He  always  believed,  that  it  belonged  only 
to  the  clergy  to  mind  the  morals  of  the  people. 
He  judged  of  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  by  his 
own,  ahd  imagined  that  every  one,  like  himfelf, 
looked  upon  plcafure  and  an  unreftrained  life  as 
the  only  happinefs." 

When  I  reprefented  to  him,  that  during  his 
adminiftration  there  was,  efpeciaily  in  the  metro- 
polis,  an  entire  ftop  to  trade,  he  replied  : 

E  "He 
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"  He   had  been  fenfible  of  that,  and  it  was  ^ 
no  matter  of  indifference  to   him,  for  he  had 
been  thinking  how  to  open  new  ways  to  promote 
trade." 

When  I  afked  him  how  it  was  poffible  for  him 
to  fee  the  univerfal  difcontent,  and  to  be  fenfible 
of  it,  to  be  cautioned  by  friends  and  foes,  and 
neverthelefs  to  negledl  all  this,  he  anfwered  : 

"  He  had  always  made  himfelf  eafy,  by  the 
hopes  that  this  difcontent  would  ceafe  at  laft,  and 
that  the  meafures  he  had  taken  would  keep  him 
ikfe." 

Though  all  thefe  reproaches  were  fevere  and 
very  humiliating,  the  Count  feemed,  neverthe- 
lefs, not  to  be  offended  by  them.  Now  and  then 
he  would  fay  fome  things  in  his  cxcufe,  which 
were  nothing  to  me,  becaufe  they  did  not  relate  to 
what  I  had  in  view,  and  which  I  was  not  a  judge 
of.  However,  he  was  upon  the  whole  full  of 
repentance,  though  he  thought  he  could  apolo- 
gize for  fome  particular  parts  of  his  political 
condufb. 

"  He  expreffed  his  anxiety,  that  he  thought 
-his  repentance  was  not  ferious  enough,  or  at  lead 
that  he  was  more  forry  on  account  of  fome  tranf- 
grelTions  than  others,'* 

I  anfwered^ 
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I  anlwereci,  this  fear  of  his  was  a  good  figHj 
and  a  proof  of  the  fincerity  of  his  repentance. 
1  reminded  him  of  God's  mercy  towards  himj 
fince  in  his  prifon  he  had  time  and  opportunity 
to  confider  his  former  adions,  and  to  repent  of 
his  crimes.  I  afked  what  might  have  become 
of  him,  if  an  aflafllnation  had  taken  place^  which 
he  was  fo  often  threatened  with,  and  which  fo 
eafily  could  have  been  put  into  execution  ? 

Since  the  laft  conference^  the  Count  had  read 
the  two  firft  parts  of  the  hiftory  of  Chrift,  and  I 
enquiring  how  he  liked  the  man  ?  he  faid  : 

-  "  His  morals  and  his  perfonal  condudl  are 
excellent^  The  firft  are  undoubtedly  the  bed  ad- 
vice for  men  to  make  themfelves  happy  in  all 
fituations  of  life.  Here  and  there  I  found  fome- 
thing  which  I  did  not  underftand,  and  which  per-» 
haps  is  to  be  explained  from  the  manners  and  con- 
dition of  thofe  times.  But  I  have  met  with  many 
things  that  have  affeded  m.e  much.  It  has  humi- 
liated me  to  find  here  many  good  things,-  which 
I  had  learned  in  my  youth  from  Scripture,;  and 
which  I  afterwards  believed  I  owed  to  the  read- 
ing of  other  books." 

When  I  enquired  of  him,  if  it  was  likely  that 

a  man  whofe  life  aid  morals  were  fo  excellent,- 

and  who  aded  fo  difintereftedly  ("  and,  as  he 
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added  himfelf,  who  facrificed  his  life  to  con- 
firm the  truth  of  what  he  preached")  was  capable 
of  impofing  upon  the  world  by  falfe  miracles, 
he  anfwered  : 

'*  No  !  it  is  quite  improbable." 

I  then  told  him  that  there  are  two  ways  to  get 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion. 
The  firll  and  the  more  fure  one,  was  a  conftant 
pra6lice  of  Chrifl's  precepts.  By  this  a  man 
may  be  convinced  by  his  own  experience  of  the 
excellency  of  his  religion.  The  other  was, 
a  candid  examination  whether  Chrift  had  proved 
himfelf  to  be  a  true  meffenger  of  God,  by  deli- 
vering a  doftrine  which  was  worthy  of  God,  and 
by  performing  undoubted  miracles.  As  to  the 
dodtrine,  he  had  owned  already  that  it  was  really 
divine;  and  if  the  greateft  of  his  miracles,  his  re- 
furrection,  could  be  proved,  it  followed  in  courfe, 
that  the  reft  of  his  miracles  were  true,  or  at  leaft 
could  be  fo.  1  told  him  it  was  neceflary  for  him 
to  examine  the  evidences  in  behalf  of  this  mira- 
cle himfelf-,  and  for  this  purpofe  I  fhould  give 
him  a  book  which  v/as  written  by  a  deift,  who 
was  induced  to  turn  chriftian  after  examining  the 
refurreclion  of  Chrift. 

The  Count  feemed  to  be  greatly  pleafed  by 
this  j   and  I  left  him  with  fanguine  hopes,  after 

I  had 
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I  had  given  him  the  third  and  fourth  parts  of  the 
Life  of  Chrifl. 
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T/je/event/j  Conference,  March  the  fourteenth, 

Eneral  Lieutenant  Holben,  the  commander 
of  the  caftle  where  the  Count  was  prifoner, 
told  me,  that  fince  my  lafl  vific  he  had  been  very 
uneafy:  That  he  frequently  on  a  fudden  darted 
from  the  couch  upon  which  he  ufed  to  lie  during 
the  whole  time  of  his  imprifonment :  That  he 
had  been  fitting  for  half  an  hour  together,  hang- 
ing down  his  head,  buried  in  deep  thoughts,  and 
fobbing  had  fned  a  great  many  tears.  When  I 
entered  the  prifon,  I  found  him  reading  Gellert, 
and  reading  indeed  I  always  found  him  whenever 
I  came. 

"  I  muft  be  quite  deprived  of  all  my  reafon, 
faid  he,  if  I  did  not  own,  that  I  fliould  have 
lived  as  this  book  teaches  me.  Oh  J  had  I  but 
read  fuch  books  in  the  days  of  my  profperLty,  I 
am  fure  they  would  have  convinced  and  reformed 
me." 

His  countenance  exprefred  great  concern, 
fhame  and  uneafmefs.  And  when  I  allied  him 
how  he  did,  he  replied  *. 

"  I  am  very  uneafy  fince  yefterday.     I  cannot 

fcrioufiy  enough  repent  of  having  led  fo  bad  a  life, 
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jind  having  a6ted  upon  fuch  wicked  principles, 
and  ufed  means  fo  detrimental  My  prefent 
condition,  and  even  my  death  do  not  concern  me 
fo  much  as  my  bafe  actions  !  And  it  is  quite  im^ 
poflible  to  make  any  reparation  for  what  I  have 
done  to  the  work!. — Pray,  my  dear  friend,  do  not 
be  tired,  and  do  not  leave  me." 

Though  I  had  the  greatefl  compafllon  towards 
him,  yet  I  thought  I  had  not  reafon  enough  at 
prcfent  to  make  him  quite  compofed.  But  when 
he  feemed  to  be  afraid  his  repentance  might  be 
too  late,  I  comforted  him  in  this  refped,  and 
promifed  to  Ihew  myfelf  his  friend  to  the  very 
laft.  My  intention  by  this  vifit  was  to  give  him 
opportunities  to  recolle(5l  his  former  life,  and  to 
point  out  to  him  the  way  for  a  ferious  repentance  j 
but  the  uneafinefs  I  found  him  in,  would  not  al- 
low me  to  aft  fo  ferioufly  as  I  intended.  Amono- 
other  fubjefts  which  we  were  talking  upon,  was 
the  pain  and  grief  which  he  had  caufed  to  his 
honed  parents  from  his  earlier  days,  and  now  in 
particular  towards  the  latter  end  of  his  life.  I 
entreated  him  to  confider  how  often  he  had 
offended  them  by  his  difobedience  and  obftinacy, 
3nd  made  them  grieve  about  his  open  contempt 
of  all  religion. — What  anxiety,  continued  I,  muft 
you  have  caufed  to  thefe  venerable  perfons,  by 
tjiofe  inconfiderate  fleps  you  have  taken  during 
2  your 
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your  refidence  in  this  metropolis ! — Every  news 
of  the  too  hafty  increafe  of  their  fon's  profperity, 
of  the  means  he  got  at  it,  and  the  ufe  he  made  of 
his  power,  muft  have  flruck  a  kind  of  deadly 
terror  into  them  ! — They  mull  have  trembled 
every  day  on  account  of  the  danger  which 
threatened  their  fon  ;  and  into  what  an  unfpeak- 
able  grief  muft  your  fudden  fall  have  thrown 
them  ! — How  dreadful  muft  their  expedtation  be 
on  account  of  the  iflue  of  your  affairs,  and  the 
danger  your  foul  is  in! — How  humiliating  to 
them  will  be  the  manner  of  your  death !  Will 
they  ever  be  comforted,  and  might  it  not  (horten 
their  lives  ?  And  who  is  the  author  of  all  this  ?  are 
not  you,  their  fon  ! 

I  had  had,  for  feveral  days,  a  letter  of 
the  father  *  of  the  unfortunate  Count  in  my 
pocket,  and  I  thought  this  moment  the  propereft 
to  deliver  it.     The  whole  letter  is  as  follows  t 

«  I  could 

*  The  accounts  which  are  given  in  news  papers  and  ma- 
f  gazines  of  the  father  of  Count  Struenfe^*  being  lo  imperfeft, 
and  full  of  mifrtprelentation?,  the  tranflator,  whoisperlo- 
nally  acquainted  with  him,  will  give  here  a  fhort  fketch  of 
his  life.  D.  Adam  Struenfee,  the  father  of  the  Count,  was 
born  in  the  year  1708,  at  New  Ruppin,  a  fmall  town,  in 
the  dominions  of  the  King  of  Prufiia.  tie  was  foon  fent  to  the 
grammar  fchool  at  Brandenburg,  where  he  was  till  the  year 
1727,  when  he  went  to  the  univerf:ty  at  Halle,  which  he  ex- 
changed the  following  year  for  that  of  Jena.  In  the  year  1730 
the  Count  of  Witgenftein  made  him  one  of  his  chaplains  at 
Berleburg.  He  was  but  one  year  in  this  llatioti  before  he 
E  4  was. 


(     5^     ) 
"  I  could  wilh  that  thefe  lines,  if  poflible,  may 
reach  you,  that  you  may  read  and  confider.   The 
me  ancholy,  grief,  and  anxiety  of  your  parents, 

on 

was  chofen  re£lor  of  a  parifh  in  the  fuburbs  of  Halle,  in 
Saxony.  He  quitted  this  living  but  a  few  months  after  for 
another  reftory  in  the  city  cf  Halle,  which  he  likewife  gave 
up  foon  after,  another  living  in  the  fame  city  being  offered 
to  him,  and  of  which  he  accepted.  He  then  xvas  made  pro- 
fe/lbr  in  divinity  of  the  Univerfity,  in  which  capacity  of 
proftfTor  and  redlor  he  got  a  great  name,  and  became  vciy 
eminent,  and  much  beloved.  In  the  year  1757,  the  late  King 
cf  Denmark  gave  him  the  principal  ret^ory  at  Altona,  and 
appointed  him  preljdent  of  the  ecclefiaHical  confillory  of 
Altona  and  the  county  of  Pinneberg.  His  talents  and  merits 
promoted  him  in  the  year  1760  to  one  of  the  moft  eminent 
pref-rments  in  the  Lutheran  church,  for  he  became  prefident 
of  the  ecclefiaftica!  council,  general-fuperintendant  (or 
bifhop)  of  the  two  dukedoms  Schlefwig  and  Holftein,  to 
which  are  annexed  the  deanries  of  Gottorp,  Rendfljurg, 
Huf-im,  and  Schwabfted.  He  now,  at  this  very  time,  en- 
joys all  thefe  preferment;-,  and  his  fixed  rendence  is  at  Rendf- 
bufgj  a  fortified  town  in  Holftein,  where  the  tranflator 
vifued  him  in  the  year  1766.  He  is  a  very  perfonablc,  tall 
man,  has  a  ferious  countenance,  is  a  good  pulpit  orator, 
whofe  difcourfes  are  more  calculated  for  edification  than  for 
fh»«ing  eloquence.  He  has  the  promoting  of  practical  reli- 
gion particularly  in  view.  Many  are  his  writings  and  publi- 
cations, which  are  moftly  calculated  for  the  fame  purpofe. 
He  married,  in  the  year  1732,  Mary  Charles,  only  daughter 
of  John  Charles,  then  phyfician  in  ordinary  to  the  Count  of 
Witgcnftein,  alady  of  fingulnr merit,  virtue  and  piety.  Iris 
faid,  that  the  fate  of  her  fons  afiecled  her  fo  much,  that  fhe 
lately  died  of  grief.      She  was  mother  cf  eight  children. 

1.  Elifabeth,  born  1733,  and  married  to  a  clergyman  at 
Brandenburg. 

2.  Charles  Ar.guft,  bnrn  7755.  He  was  profe/Tor  of  ma- 
■themr.tics  at  Lignitz,  in  Sileiia.  Plis  brother,  the  Count, 
called  him  in  1771  into  Denmark,  and  made  him  counfellor 
of  juflicc.  He  was  made  prifoner  of  flate  with  his  brother, 
but  afterwards  fe:  at  lib;;ity  again.  He  has  publifhed  a 
well  written  treatife  on  fortificatioB, 

3.  John 
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on-  accourrt  of  their  fons  *,  I  am  not  able  to 
exprefs.  Our  eyes  fwim  in  tears,  day  and  night. 
Our  fouls  cry  for  mercy  to  God  without  ceafing. 
But  I  will  fpeak  no  more  of  this.  There  is  but 
one  thing  which  lies  heavy  upon  my  mind,  and 

that 

3.  John  Frederick,  the  unhappy  Count,  whofe  name  will 
be  recorded  in  the  annals  of  Denmark,  was  born  the  fifth 
of  Auguft,  1737,  at  Halle.  He  was  educated  in  the  fchools 
of  the  famoos  orphan  houfeof  D.  Franke,  and  in  the  univer- 
fity  at  Halle,  where  he  ftudied  phyfic.  He  went  with  his 
father  10  Altona,  where  he  foon  became  royal  phylician  of 
the  counties  of  Ranzau  and  Pinneberg,  and  procured  himfelf 
by  his  profeffion  and  induftry  a  moderate  independency.  In 
the  year  1768,  the  fifth  of  April,  the  King  of  Denmark 
appointed  him  to  be  his  phyfician  in  ordinary,  who  was  to 
attend  him  during  his  travels  through  Germany,  England  and 
France.  This  laid  the  foundation  of  his  following  profperity. 
He  got  intimately  acquainted  with  the  young  monarch,  was 
always  about  him,  and  infinuated  himfelf  into  his  particular 
favour.  He  was  made  Ledeur  Royal,  and  in  1 769,  the  1 2  th  of 
May,  adual  counfellor  of  ilate.  In  1770,  the  igthofMay, 
lie  was  appointed  counfellor  of  conference,  and  Maitre  dt 
requetes ;  and  in  July,  1771,  he  became  prime  minifter. 
The  fame  month  he  was  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  a  Danifh 
Count,  and  the  Queen  inveiled  him  with  the  order  of  Ma» 
tilda.  In  1772,  the  17th  of  January,  he  became  prifoner  of 
ftate,  and  loll  his  life  the  28th  of  April. 

4.  Samuel  Adam,  born  1739,  lives  with  his  father. 

5.  Mary,  borp,,  1744,  is  married  to  a  clergyman  ^t 
Shlefwig. 

6.  Harriet,  born  1745,  died  very  young. 

7.  Chriilian,  born  1746. 

8.  Gothilf,  born  1752.  He  fludied  at  Gottingen,  but 
the  Count,  his  brother,  called  him  from  thence,  and  made 
him  lieutenant  in  the  King's  guards.  He  was  likewife  ar- 
reted, but  fet  at  liberty  again  under  condition  of  quitting  the 
Pantlh  dominions. 

*  It  muft  be  remembered,  that  two  brothers  of  the 
Count  were  likewife  arreded  with  him. 
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that  of  your  much  afflided  mother.  You  know 
our  fentiments.  You  know  our  intention  when 
we  educated  you.  You  remember  how  often 
and  how  ferioufly  we  inculcated  this  great  truth, 
that  godlinefs  is  profitable  unto  all  things. 

As  often  as  I  had  occafion  to  fpeak  to 
you,  even  then,  when  you  were  in  a  public 
charadler,  I  reminded  you  of  the  omni- 
prefent  God,  and  exhorted  you  to  be  careful  in 
preferring  a  good  confcience.  Your  own  heart 
will  tell  you,  how  far  you  have  lived  up  to  the 
exhortations  of  your  father. 

It  is  already  a  long  while  that  your  parents 
have  been  in  great  anxiety  about  you.  Since  we 
lead  a  retired  life,  and  have  very  few  acquain- 
tance, and  you  yourfelf  have  written  nothing 
about  your  circumftances,  the  prayers  and  fighs 
of  our  ftraitened  hearts  have  afcended  to  God  in 
fecret,  and  in  our  anxiety  we  cried,  that  your  foul 
might  not  be  lofl.  Three  different  times,  at 
Halle,  Gedern,  Altona,  you  were  looked  upon  as 
a  dead  man,  by  thofe  that  ftood  about  your  fick 
bed.  God  has  faved  you  and  preferved  your 
life  :  Certainly  with  that  only  intent,  to  prepare 
you  in  this  time  of  grace  for  an  happy  eternity. 
The  fame  is  now  the  chief  intention  of  your 
gracious  Redeemer,  in  your  prifon.     You  are 

his 
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his  creature,  he  loves  you,  you  are  redeemed  by 
the  blood  of  Jefus,  God  is  a  reconciled  father. 
You  are  baptized  in  the  name  of  the  Trinity, 
He  will  make  an  everlafting  covenant  with  you, 
and  he  will  not  defift  from  doing  good  to  you. 
Return  to  your  God,  my  fon,  he  will  not  hide 
his  face  of  grace  from  you.  Mind  the  voice  of 
your  confcience,  and  the  convidion  which  the 
Spirit  of  God  produces  in  your  foul.  Pray  to 
God  that  he  may  djfclofe  to  you  the  true  inward 
ftate  of  your  foul,  that  you,  enlightened  by  God, 
may  fee  how  much  you  are  corrupted.  Employ 
the  folitude  you  are  in  now,  to  fearch  your  whole 
life  in  the  fight  of  the  all-knowing  God,  that  you 
may  fee  how  great  and  how  deteftable  your  fins, 
are.  Do  not  flatter  yourfelf:  Be  rigorous  with  your- 
fclf.  Accufe  yourfelf  and  judge  yourfelf  before 
the  tribunal  of  God,  whilft  you  are  ftill  enjoying 
this  time  of  grace. 

When  you  Ihall  feel  your  fins  to  be  a  heavy 
burden,  your  heart  then  will  humiliate  itfelf 
before  God,  you  will  pray  for  mercy,  and  you 
will  fcrioufly  deteft  and  abhor  your  tranfgrefiions. 
You  then  will  fee  the  great  importance  and 
neceflity  of  the  redemption  of  Chrift.  You  then 
will  take  refuge  in  him  who  receives  finners,  who 
was  made  to  be  fin  for  us,  who  has  paid  the  debts 
of  ouj:  fins,  and  fuffercd  their  punifiiment,  that 
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wc  might  be  made  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  in 
him,  and  might  have  redemption  through  his 
blood,  the  forgivenefs  of  fins,  according  to  the 
riches  of  his  grace.  Still  the  blood  of  Chrift 
fpeaks  for  you.  He  that  is  merciful,  ftill 
ftretches  forth  his  hands.  Without  Jefus  there 
is  no  falvation.  He  is  the  caufe  of  it.  Even 
for  your  fake  he  has  received  gifts.  You  may 
have  in  him  righteoufnefs  for  your  peace  of  mind 
and  for  your  fancftification.  O  that  Jefus  might 
be  glorified  in  your  heart.  In  him  we  have 
happinefs  whilft  we  live,  whilft  we  fuffer,  whilft 
we  die,  and  after  death. 

Your  mother  gives  her  love  to  you.  She 
weeps, — fhe  prays  with  me,  for  our  unfortunate 
fons.  My  fon,  my  fon,  how  deeply  do  you  afflict 
us  !  Oh !  could  v/e  but  have  this  only  comfort, 
that  our  fons  turned  with  all  their  heart  unto  the 
.Lord,  and  that  we  with  joy  might  find  them 
again  in  eternity  before  the  throne  of  the  Lamb  ! 

Your  crimes,  which  brought  you  into  prifon, 
are  not  properly  and  fufficiently  known  to  us. 
What  is  talked  of  and  read  in  public  about  you, 
is  of  fuch  a  nature  that  your  parents  condemn 
and  dete.H:  it.  Oh  !  I  wifh  to  God,  you  had 
remained  a  phyfician.  Of  your  rife  to  honours  we 
were  informed  by  the  news  papers ;    but  it  was 

no 
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no  matter  of  joy  to  us  •,  we  read  it  with  grief. 
Oh !  that  you  had  kept,  in  all  your  tranfadtions, 
a  clear  confcience  with  much  wifdom,  piety,  and 
humility,  for  the  good  of  Denmark,  and  that 
you  might  have  fubmitted  with  all  due  fub- 
jedion,  to  all  the  commands  of  your  Sovereign. 
We  cannot  altogether  judge  about  this  matter 
for  want  of  information.  But  know,  that  tho* 
we  love  our  children,  we  neverthelefs  do  not 
approve  of  their  crimes,  nor  will  we  excufe  or 
palliate  them,  or  call  them  good ;  wc  rather  hate 
all  fms,  deteft,  condemn,  and  abhor  them,  and 
praife  God  when  he  manifefts  his  juft  wrath  over 
the  wicked,  and  (hews  his  mercy  to  the  repenting 
and  the  faithful.  The  Lord  cur  God  be  your 
phyfician  in  your  imprifonm.ent,  and  cure 
thoroughly  the  wounds  of  your  foul. 

We  your  parents  recommend  you  to  the  love 
of  the  Lord  that  has  mercy  on  you.  May  Jefus, 
who  is  a  companionate  High-prieft,  remember 
you  for  good  at  the  right  hand  of  God,  that  you 
may  receive  mercy  before  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  be  pardoned  unto  everlafting  falvation.  Yea, 
Jefus!  thou  great  friend  of  mankind,  who  wilt  in 
no  wife  caft  out  him  that  comes  to  thee,  help 
parents  and  children  to  life  cvcrlafi:ing  !'* 

RerJf.'urgy  lU.nh,  ihc  41]),    1772. 
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When  I  told  the  Count  that  I  had  a  letter  frOrtI 
his  father  to  him,  he  took  it  with  a  kind  of 
eagernefs,  and  began  to  read.  But  he  had  not 
half  finifhed  it,  when  he  laid  it  down,  weep- 
ing bitterly.  Looking  then  at  me  with  an  air  of 
confidence,  he  faid,  "  It  is  impoflible  for  me  to 
read  any  further ;  I  will  begin  again  by  and  by." 

My  anfwer  was,  Read  it  by  yourfelf,  and 
read  it  often.  It  is  a  letter  of  an  honefl:, 
afflidled,  and  tender  parent.  Endeavour  to  com- 
fort your  virtuous  father  and  your  pious  mother, 
by  a  chriflian-likc  anfwer.  You  know  very  well 
what  alone  can  comfort  them. 

"  Oh  !  my  God,"  faid  he,  in  a  manner  which 
cannot  be  exprefled,  "  I  cannot  write  to  them,  I 
do  not  know  how  I  Ihall  aCl  !'* 

You  will  have  time,  replied  I,  to  confrder 
about  this. — He  afterwards  praifed  his  father  for 
being  an  honeft  man,  whoie  adions  agreed  with 
his  fentiments,  and  his  mother  for  being  a 
matron,  that  deferved  reverence  and  was  really 
pious.  He  faid,  Ihe  had  given  him  the  befl 
opportunity  to  learn  by  her  own  example,  pradi- 
cal  chriftianity.  He  begged  of  me,  "  To  write 
foon  to  his  parents,  to  tell  them  the  whole  truth 
how  I  found  him,  and  to  afTure  them  that  he 
would  do  his  beit,  and  had  the  bed  intention,  to 


die  like  a  chriftian." — He  was  fo  much  affedcd, 
that  he  was  fcarcely  able  to  pronounce  thefe 
words. 

I  had  now  given  him  opportunities  enough  for 
felf-examination.  His  repentance  was  really 
fmcere,  and  I  could  truft  in  it  fo  much  the  more, 
as  he  was  a  man  of  cool  blood,  and  one 
who,  through  principles  and  pra(^ice,  ha4  ob- 
tained great  power  over  his  paffions,  and  who 
certainly  could  not  have  been  moved  by  any 
thing  elie,  but  by  fcrious  remonftrances  of  his 
confcience.  I  reminded  him  of  that  hope,  which 
he  formerly  had  entertained,  that  God  would 
fhew  him  mercy  on  account  of  his  philofophical 
repentance.  I  defired  him  to  tell  me  whether 
he  thought  this  ftill  to  be  true  ?  He  hardly 
knew  what  to  anfv/er,  but  at  laft,  he  faid :  "  I 
feel  it  too  much,  that  I  have  no  grounds  for  fuch 
a  hope,  I  am  no  more  inclined  to  deceive  myfelf.'' 

I  now  wanted  to  make  him  acquainted  with 
the  proofs  of  chriftianity  j  for  which  purpofe,  I 
had  brought  him  Wefl's  Obfervatbns  on  the 
Hiftory  and  Refurredion  of  Jefus  Chi  ill.  I; 
defired  him  to  read  with  attention.  And  if  he 
fliould  find,  that  there  was  the  greatefl:  credibility 
in  the  hiftory  of  the  refijrredlion  of  Chrift,  he'then 
fliould  alt  his  reafon,  whether  he  had  no  obli- 
gation- 
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gat  ion  to  believe  him,  that  was  rifen,  to  be  a 
meflenger  of  God   to  men,  and  his  dodrine  to 
be  true  and  divine? 

T^be  eighth  Conference.     March  the  iGth, 

"nyTY  firft  queftion  was:  Is  it  probable  that 
•*-"-*■  fins  fhould  be  punifhed  in  a  future  world 
which  were  committed  wilfully,  which  were 
often  repeated,  and  which  were  terrible  on  ac- 
count of  their  confequences  ? 

He  anfwered,  "  That  if  one  looked  upon  it 
with  mere  reafon,  it  Ihould  feem  probable  that 
the  uneafinefs  of  confcience  and  the  natural 
confequences  of  fins,  were  fufficient  for  their 
punilhment." 

Many  reafons  being  produced  on  my  fide, 
and  among  the  reft,  that  many  went  our  of  this 
world  without  any  remorfe  of  confcience  at  all ; 
the  Count  gave  his  objedtion  up.  And  when  I, 
at  the  conclufion  of  thofe  arguments  which  are 
in  favour  of  rewards  and  puniflimcnts,  propofed 
the  queftion :  Why  even  a  finner  who  difap- 
proves  of  all  religion,  is  at  leaft  then  afraid, 
when  he  fees  certain  death  before  his  eyes  ? 

The  Count  faid  :  "  It  might  perhaps  be 
nothing  elfe  but  that  natural  fear  of  death  which 

U 


(  65  ) 
is  common  to  all."  But  he  found  afterwards 
this  objedtion  removed  by  his  own  experience  •, 
for  he  owned  he  was  now  lefs  afraid  on  account  of 
his  death  than  of  his  fins.  However,  he  believed 
he  (hould  have  died  with  very  little  fear,  even  if 
we  had  not  got  acquainted,  and  he  had  not  read 
thofe  books  I  brought  him; 

When  I  endeavoured  to  proVe  that  mere  re- 
pentance is  not  fufficient  to  farisfy  divine  juflice 
refpefling  our  crimes,  and  alked  what  he  would 
think  of  a  judge  who  Ihould  pardon  every  crimi- 
nal when  he  fhewed  figns  of  a  ferious  repentance ; 
he  anfwered,  "  he  iTiould  think  him  to  be  a 
good  man  though  a  weak  one,  who  was  neither 
jufl:  nor  wife,  and  unfit  to  be  a  judge.'* 

Upon  this,  I  undertook  to  convince  him  that 
mere  repentance,  or  reparation  of  damages,  or 
reformation  of  life,  were  infufficient  to  expiate 
our  fms  before  God :  I  concluded,  that  thefe 
three  mentioned  •  means,  which  reafon  recom- 
mends for  obtaining  pardon,  are  infufficient. 

I  afterwards  told  the  Count,  that  though  he 
could  not  repair  the  damages  he  had  done, 
becaufe  he  was  fo  near  eternity^  he  neverthelefs 
could  (till  do  fomething  which  refembled,  in 
fome  refped,  a  reparation ;  and  this  was,  that 
he  fliould  endeavour  to  efface  thofe  bad  impref- 
F  fions 
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iions  he  had  made  upon  the  minds  of  the  people, 
by  (hewing  himfelf  now  quite  a  different  man  in 
his  converfation  and  his  whole  behaviour.  The 
Count  aflured  me,  "  that  he  himfelf  already- 
had  thought  this  to  be  his  duty.  He  had  fpoken 
to  an  officer  about,  the  moral  dodlrines  of  chrif- 
tianity,  and  exhorted  him  to  obey  them  ftriftly. 
But  he  had  not  fpoken  like  a  fully-convinced  chrif- 
tian,  for  he  was  none  yet,  and  he  thought  he 
had  no  right  to  play  the  hypocrite."  He  added, 
"  that  he  heartily  wifhed  he  could  only  con- 
tribute fomething  towards  the  reformation  of 
thofe  of  his  friends,  whofe  morals  and  fcntiments 
he  had  corrupted  by  his  example  and  by  his 
converfation." 

When  I  had  proved  that  faith  in  Chrift  was 
the  only  way  for  reconciliation,  I  enquired  of 
iiim  how  he  had  found  the  evidences  of  Chrift's 
refurredion. 

"  You  know,"  anfwered  the  Count,  "  that 
for  fome  days  paft  my  mind  has  been  very  un- 
eafy  and  my  body  fick.  I  confefs  both  have 
hindered  me  from  reading  that  part  of  the  book 
with  fufTicient  attention,  which  examines  and 
compares  the  circumftunces  of  the  refurreclion  of 
Chrift.  However  I  liave  found  in  the  latter  part 
the  following  argumi-nts,   which   have  made   a 

great 
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great  impreflion  upon  my  underftandlng.  THe 
difciples  of  Chrift  were  not  credulous j  but  were! 
with  difficulty  convinced  of  the  refurredlion  or 
Chrift  by  the  unariimdiis  teftimoriy  of  all  tHeir 
fenfes.  The  Jews  never  examined  the  affair 
judicially,  though  they  had  the  belt  opportunity 
for  it,  and  it  was  their  intereft  to  fhew'  it  was 
fiditious.  I  likewife  look  upon  the  propagatiori 
of  chriftianity  as  another  argument  of  the  truth 
of  ChHfl's  refurredlioh  j  for  if  it  had  not  beeri 
Certain  that  Chrift  had  rifen,  chriftianity  could 
hot  have  fpread  fo  quick  and  fo  fat  as  it  has 
done.  The  doftrine  of  Muhamed  is  in  "regard 
to  its  propagation  not  to  be  compared,  with 
chriftianity.  However,  I  could  wifh  to  know^- 
whether  any  teftimonies  for  Chrift*s  refurrcdtion 
are  to  be  met  with  in  heathen  authors." 

I  told  him,  that  Suetonius,  Tacitus,  Plinius, 
and  Jofephus  made  mention  of  Chrift,  though 
there  was  a  difpute  about  the  pafTage  of  the 
latter  being  genuine. 

"  I  cannot  deny,"  faid  the  Count,  "  that 
Chrift's  refurredion  feems  to  be  probable ;  but 
it  appears  to  me  a  little  odd,  that  he,  after  his  rc- 
furreftion,  did  not:  ftiew  himfelf  to  his  enemies.'* 

This  objedion  I  endeavoured  to  remove,  by 

lliewing  that  fuch  a  teftimony  wouJd  have  been 
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ci  no  ufe,  and  would  never  have  convinced  the 
Jews,  on  account  of  their  obftinacy. 

The  Count  being  exhorted  to  pray,  he  afllired 
nie  that  he  already  frequently  prayed.  And  when 
he  repeated  his  complaint  that  his  repentance  on 
account  of  fome  actions,  and  in  relation  to  fome 
perfons,  was  greater  than  on  account  of  others, 
I  told  him,  that  this  was  very  natural ;  that  he 
always  would  find  himfelf  more  concerned  on 
account  of  the  misfortunes  he  had  brought  upon 
his  friends,  his  parents,  his  brothers,  and  Count 
Brandt. 

After  fome  filence,  he  faid  :  "  I  do  not  know 
whether  error  and  pafllon  might  not  carry  me 
away  a  fecond  time,  in  cafe  I  fhould  enter  the 
world  again.  But  fuch  as  I  find  myfelf  now,  I 
deteft  my  extravagancies,  even  thofe  which 
gave  me  pleafure ;  and  I  believe  that  in  cafe  I 
had  an  opportunity  of  indulging  myfelf  again, 
I  fhould  not  commit  them.'* 

When  I  exhorted  him  not   to  commit   any 

wrong  adlion  which  he  was  in  his  prefent  circum- 

ftance  capable  of  doiiTg,  and  defired  him  to  be 

upon  his  guard  againft  telling  any  untruth  before 

his  judges,  or  apologizing  for  himfelf  when  he  had 

no  ground  for  it,  or  concealing  what  was  true, 

he  anfwered : 

"  I  know 
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"  I  know  that  by  a  fincere  confeflion,  I  gain 
in  the  opinion  of  honeft  men.  I  am  convinced 
that  all  my  future  happinefs,  which  I  now  hope 
to  obtain,  would  be  loft  if  I  fhould  attempt  to 
conceal  the  truth.  I  even  believe,  accordinor  to 
the  morals  of  Chrift,  that  a  lie,  though  told  with  a 
good  intent  of  promoting  chriftianity  and  virtue, 
would  be  culpable.  You  therefore  may  depend 
upon  my  telling  without  refcrve  every  thing  I 
0iall  think  myfelf  guilty  of." 

When  I  took  my  leave  of  him,  he  faid  :  "  I 
fee  how  much  you  are  concerned  about  my  fal- 
vation ;  that  you  love '  me,  and  as  a  fincere 
friend  want  to  promote  my  real  good.  I  look 
upon  you  as  my  only  true  friend  in  the  world. 
When  fhall  I  fee  yoii  again  ?  I  am  longing  for 
you  when  you  are  not  here  ?" — ^I  replied. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  you  will  certainly 
fee  me  again  -,  but  the  nearer  the  time  draws  that 
(hall  decide  your  fate,  the  more  frequently  I  fhall 
vifit  you,  and  ftay  longer  with  you. 

He  fmiled  and  faid  :  '*  I  hope  you  will  not 
fall  fick." 

I  gave  him  to-day  Bonnet's  philofophical  Ex- 
amination of  the  Arguments  of  Chrifiianity. 
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*The  ninth  Conference.    March  ■  the  eighteenth, 

T  N  O  W  recommended  Scripture  to  the  Count;. 
-■■  The  New  Teftament,  f^id  I,  gives  the  iiiofi:- 
perfe^-  information,  and  the  Old  Teftament 
agrees  with  the  New,  particularly  in  that  chief 
•point  of  man's  redemption.  I  pointed  out  a^d 
fsxplained  feveral  pafiages  of  the  prophets  which 
correfpond  with  the  evangelifts,  and  drew  the 
inference,  that  even  this  muft  prepofiefs  us 
greatly  in  favour  of  the  trutli  of  the  Gofpel 
hiftory.     The  Count  replied  : 

^*  If  one  had  a  mind  to  entertain  fufpicion, 
one  might  fay  Chrift  had  formed  hi mfe}f  after 
fhe  character  of  the  Meflias,  as  it  was  drawn  by 
the  prophets,  to  act  the  part  of  this  great  perr 
fpnage." 

I  anfwered :  If  he  had  had  a  mind  for  doing 
^his,  he  would  have  afted  his  part  confentaneous 
with  the  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  and  appeared 
in  the  character  of  a  worldly  hero. 

"  To  be  fure,  (was  his  anfwer)  he  then  would 
have  employed  quite  different  means.  It  is  im- 
poflible  for  an  impoftor  to  adl  thoroughly  the 
part  of  an  honeft  man.  Befides,  there  are  pro- 
phecies, which,  in  regard  of  their  being  fulfilled, 

did 
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did  not  depend  entirely  upon  Chrift.  For 
inftance  :  the  cafting  lots  over  his  garments,  and 
his  being;  crucified.  One  as  well  as  the  other  de- 
pended  on  accidental  circumftances.  If  the 
Romans  had  not  been  at  that  time  mailers  of 
Jerufalem,  he  might  not  have  been  crucified, 
but  rather  been  ftoned  to  death." 

We  examined  hereupon  thofe  Scripture  paf- 
fages  which  treat  on  the  redemption  of  men  by 
Chrift.  I  endeavoured  to  prove  that  this  re- 
demption, as  it  is  taught  in  Scripture,  does  not 
contradi(5t  any  of  God's  attributes,  but  is  in  all 
refpcifls  adapted  and  fuitable  to  the  condition  of 
men. — This  being  done,  after  it  had  taken  up 
much  of  our  time,  I  entreated  the  Count  mod 
earneftly  to  get  convinced  of  this  chief  doflrine 
of  chriftianity,  that  there  is  no  falvation  without 
Chrift,  and  to  adopt  it  for  his  own  everlafting 
welfare.  He  faid,  "  he  fhould  raife  no  difficul- 
ties, but  ftiould  do  as  much  as  he  could  to  get 
convinced  of  a  doflrine  which  muft  be  of  fo 
great  importance  to  him.  He  had  no  other 
hopes  but  from  this  quarter  only,  and  why 
fhould  he  therefore  not  be  dcfirous  of  partaking 
thereof." 

I  found  him  at  once  greatly  moved  again. 

He  complained  wjih  tears  in  his  eyes — "  that 

F  4  his 
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his  old  idea  pf  a  total  annihilation  of  our  whole 
exigence  after  death,  would  return  npw  and  then 
and  make  him  uneafy.'* 

I  told  him  it  was  very  difficult  to  eradicate  old 
ideas  we  were  fbrmerly  fo  much  pleafed  with : 
But  I  hoped  he  would  always  get  ths  better  of 
them,  if  he  kept  thofe  arguments  in  view 
■which  he  had  found  convincing  in  thofe  books 
he  had  read  upon  this  fubjed. 

He  then  afked  me :  "  If  I  never  had  enter- 
tained any  doubts  about  eternity  ?"  No !  v/as! 
my  anfwer-,  I  always  found  it  fuitable  to  my 
wishes.     I  got  early  acquainted  with  its  proofs. 

Upon  the  Count's  complaining  that  he  ftill 
was  afraid  his  repentance  might  not  be  fincere 
enough ;  I  advifed  him  to  do  juft  fuch  a^flions  as 
were  oppofite  to  his  former  vices,  and  to  mind 
every  opportunity  which  was  left  for  him  of 
doing  good.  I  faid  I  would  propofe  fomething 
to  him.  The  propofal  was,  that  fince  he  was 
very  forry  for  having  many  of  his  former  friends 
prepofTeficd  againft  religion  by  communicating 
to  them  his  principles,  he  Ihould  renounce  thele 
principles  publickly.  He  fhould  give  an  ac- 
count to  the  world  of  the  fentiments  in  Vv'hich 
he  intended  to  die,  a;:d  of  the  manner  they 
took  place. 

::  "  TIlis 


in) 

«  This  is  what  I  fhall  do,"  replied  he  •,  '^  I 
ipvill  confider  in  what  manner  I  could  draw  this 
up  to  make  it  moft  ufeful." — Laftly  he  wifhed, 
*'  that  he  might  have  a  lively  fenfation  of  the 
comfort  of  religion :"  He  faid,  *«  he  prayed 
heartily  to  God  for  it."  I  told  him,  God  would 
srant  him  his  wifhes,  and  it  would  follow  in  couric 
the  more  he  got  convinced  of  the  truth  of  the 
chriftian  religion,  and  of  the  fmcerity  of  the 
alteration  in  his  fentiments.  .  -, , 

He  anfwered  :  "  I  hope  to  get  convinced.  I 
formerly  thought  that  whoever  embraced  chrifti- 
anity  was  to  renounce  all  reafon  j  but  I  now  fee 
plainly,  that  nothing  Hands  more  to  reafon  than 
chriftianity  •,  and  I  promife  you,  that  I  will 
do  my  utmoft  to  make  my  fentiments  conform- 
able to  the  will  of  God." 

I  then  continued  :  Your  mind  will  grow  eafy^ 
and  you  will  feel  the  comforts  of  the  Gofpel. 
But,  neverthelefs,  you  may  feel  anxiety  and  fear 
towards  the  tatter  end  of  your  life,  and  upon  the 
way  to  the  fcaffold.  I  tell  you  this  before-hand, 
Jeft  you  may  think  religion  could  not  comfort 
us  when  we  are  to  die.  Natural  fear  of  death, 
the  terrifying  circumftances  your's  will  be  at- 
tended with,  and  your  being  confcious  that  you 
by  your  crimes  brought  yotjrfelf  to  it,  will  not 

be 
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be  altogether  r^mqyed,,  .3gt  by  the  iafliftance  of 
Religion,    ypu  yvijl   have  a   calm  and   hopeful 
profpeift  into  eternity. 

He  had  hO"^  finifhcd  Boiinft's  book  which  I 
had  left  with  him,  and  declared  it  had  given  him 
great  fatisfaftion.  And  fince  Roufleau  had  been 
his  favorite  author,  and  1  feared  his  objeflions 
"againft  Chrill's  miracles  might  appear  to  him  of 
confequence,  Igave  \\m\Claperede  on  the  miracles 
of  the  Gofpel,  to  let  him  fee  how  weak  Rouffeau's 
pbjedions  are  againft:  fads. 

The  tenth  Conference.  March  the  twentieth. 

TV /TY  intention  by  this  conference  was  to  con- 
-*■'-■'  vince  the  Count  that  reafon  could  make 
no  objedions  of  any  confequence  againft  the 
dodrine  of  the  redemption  of  the  world  by 
Chrift. 

"  I  myfelf,"  faid  the  Count,  "  have  been 
thinking  already  on  this  fubjed.  Perhaps  God 
will  try  our  intentions  towards  his  precepts,  by 
demanding  our  faith  in  favour  of  this  dodrine 
of  redemption.  And  if  this  Ihould  be  the  cafe, 
it  is  a  fuiticient  reafon  for  us  to  believe  it." 

Hereupon  I  proved  that  the  dodrine  of  re- 
demption glorifies  the  divine  perfedions,  and  is 

^bfo- 
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abfolutely  necelTary  to  human  happincfs.  At 
the  conclnfion  of  my  arguments  I  entreated  the 
Count  to  profefs  himfeif  a  chriftian  by  believing 
in  Chrift.  Ceafe,  faid  I,  good  Count,  to  be  an. 
unhappy  qian. .  Bdijev^  jn  Jefus,  and  your  fins 
will  be  forgiven  you.'  Your  dpath  will  open 
you  the  door  into  a  blefled  eternity. 

Here  enfuecl  a  fcene  which  was  .moying  to  me 
beyond  defcfiption.^  IS^ever  jfelt  1  fuch  joy. 
Never  have  I  been  fo  fure  of  tne  happinefs  of 
having  brought  back  a  finner  from  his  errors  !  I 
fhall  never  forget  this  folemn  and  joyful  hour, 
and  never  ceafe  to  praife  God  for  it. 

^'  I  fhould  be  guilty  of  the  greateft  folly,*' 
faid  the  Count,    "^  if  I    would    not   embrace 
chriftianity  with  joy,  when  its  arguments  are  fo 
pver-balancing,  and  when  it  breathes  fuch  gene- 
ral benevolence.  Its  effefls  upon  my  heart  are  too 
ftrong.     Oftentimes  I  cannot  help  crying  when 
I  read  the  hiftpry  of  Chrift.     I  think  already 
with  hope  on  my  death.    I  have  acquainted  myfelf 
with  its  rnoft  terrifying  circumftances.     I  do  not 
know  how  I  (hall  be  when  the  awful  hour  comes. 
At  prefent  1  am  not  uneafy  about  it;   I  find 
nothing  that  makes  me  anxioufly  wifh  for  this 
life'.     I  will  confidently  exped:  forgivenefs  of  my 
Jins  through  Chrift.      And   to  you,   my  dear 
2  friend, 
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friend,  I  ain  infinitely  obliged  that  you  have 
brought  me  (o  far."  -  ^  '.- 

I  en?ibraced  him,  and  exhorted  him  to  thank 
.God  for  it.     We  prayed  together. — 

I  would  now  have  left  him,  but  he  begged 
of  me  to  flay  half  an  hour  longer,  which  I  did. 

He  complained  that  his  former  idea,  that 
there  perhaps  was  no  eternity,  now  and  then 
returned  to  him  ;  (and  in  fa<5l  it  did  not  leave' 
him  entirely  until  a  few  days  before  his  death.) 
He  faid,  with  a  kind  of  indignation  and  grief  : 
*'  Sometimes  I  think  again ;  fuppofe  my  former 
idea  was  true,  that  we  have  no  exillence  after 
death  ?  But  I  comfort  myfelf  by  thinking,  that 
I  abhor  this  idea  •,  and  that  I  am  fenfible  it  would 
be  a  very  unhappy  profpe6b  if  all  my  willies 
and  expectations  of  futurity  fliould  be  vain.  I 
tremble  when  this  miClancholy  thought  difturbs 
me,  and  I  arm  myfelf  againft  it  by  recolledling 
the  various  convincing  proofs  which  are  alledged 
in  favour  of  chriftianity  as  well  as  of  a  future 
llatc.  I  am  now  fully  determined  to  follow  the 
fame  rule  in  my  new  principles  which  I  had  laid 
down  in  regard  to  my  former  ones.  For  my  in- 
tention was,  to  think  on  the  approach  of  death 
in  the  following  manner :  I  have  examined  my 
idea  that  every  thing  ceafes  with  this  life,    and 

I  have 
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I  have  found  it  to  be  true.  Therefore,  if  1 
fliould  die,  nothing  fhall  make  me  think  other- 
wife  i  and  I  will  die  with  a  confidenr.?,  that,  iit 
cafe  I  fhould  be  wrong,  God  is  a  benevolent 
being  who  will  forgive  my  error.  But  I  fee  now 
that  my  former  notions  of  God's  mercy  are  un- 
worthy of  the  Supreme  Being.  I  have  now  ex- 
amined chriflianity  with  greater  exadtnefs  than  I 
ever  did  my  old  fyftem,  and  by  this  examination 
I  am  convinced  of  its  truth.  I  therefore  will 
remain  firm.  Neither  my  old  fyftem,  nor  new 
doubts,  fliall  henceforth  ftagger  me." 

He  then,  after  fome  queftions  about  the  in* 
fpired  writers,  told  me,  that  he  now  was  fre- 
quently reading  the  Bible  fince  I  had  given  him 
one.  He  faid,  "  he  fliould  like  to  know  what 
reafons  there  were  to  believe  the  facred  books 
were  really  written  by  thofe  authors  to  whoiu 
they  are  afcribed.'* 

For  this  very  purpofe  I  had  brought  with 
me  D.  Lefs's  *  book  on  the  truth  of  the 
chriflian  religion.  I  defired  him  to  read  it,  and 
he  would  find  fufficient  hiftorical  proofs  to  be- 
lieve that  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament  were 

cally 

*  The  Truth  of  the  Cjiriftlan  Religion,  by  D.  Lefst 
Profcfibr  and  Do<^or  of  Divinity  a:  Gottingcn.  Brertcu, 
1768.  8vo. 
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rtally   the    writings  of    thofe    evangetifts   and 
apoftles  to  whom  they  were  attributed. 

He  cold  me   after  this,   that  he  frequently^ 
prayed  to  God  to  enlighten  and  confirm  him  in 
truth.   He  added,  "  I  am  fure  God  will  hear  my 
prayers  and  blefs  my  endeavours." 

ne  eleventh  Conference.    March  ,  the  i  \jl, 

T  FOUND    him  reading  D.  Lefs's  book  on 

"*■  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  he  faid  : 
*'  It  was  fomething  remarkable  that  there  were 
fo  very  few  evidences  in  the  fiill  century  of  the 
authenticity  of  the  books  of  the  New  Tefta- 
ment."  To  which  I  replied,  that  it  was  owing 
partly  to  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament  having 
been  written  either  about  the  middle,  or  towards 
the  end  of  the  firft  century,  and  that  for  this  very 
reafon  but  very  few  copies  could  be  taken  j 
partly  that  there  were  but  few  writers  of  the  firft 
century  that  had  an  opportunity  of  mentioning 
any  thing  concerning  the  authenticity  of  the 
writings  of  the  apoftles. 

The  Count  faid  further :  "  That  from  the 
Ihort  mention  made  in  this  book  of  the  chief 
dciftical  writings,  he  found  that  the  objedlions 
againft  revelation  were  but  very   trifling,    arid 

that 
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that  he  was  afliamed  of  having  fuffered  himfelf 

to-be  impofed   upon  by  fuch  infignificant  ob-" 

jeclions.   He  never  imagined  that  chriftianity  was 

founded  upon  fuch  ftrong  arguments,  and  that 

they   would  convince   him." — He   then   fpoke 

much  in   praife  of  thofe  books   he   had  read 

during  his  imprifonment  j  particularly  of  Gel- 

lert*s  Leflures  on    morality.     He   wilhed  that 

thofe  who  had  been  feduced  by  him  from  virtue 

might  read  them.      He  faid,    he  had    in   this 

refpeft  Count  Brandt  particularly  in  view,  and 

added ;    "  I  hear  that  he  ftill  is  very  gay,  but 

I  imagine  it  would  make  a  great  imprelTion  uponr 

his  mind  if  he  was  told  how  my  fentiments  are 

altered.    Though  he  has  not  been  more  virtuous 

than  I  have,  yet  he  always  had  a  better  opinion 

of  religion  than  I  had.^   Would  you  be  fo  kind 

as  to  go  to  him,  and  tell  him  how  you  find  me, 

and  beg  him  to  be  now  at  laft  a  lirtle  more 

ferious  ?  Or  would  you  rather  write  to  him  ?'* 

I  anfwercd,  there  are  difficulties   both  ways, 
which  may  be  avoided  if  you  will  charge  the        > 
clergyman  who  attends  Count  Brandt  with  this 
melTage.    Are  you  ready  and  inclined  to  do  this  ? 

"  Yes,"  faid  he,  "  bring  the  Dean  Hee  to 
me,  I  will  beg  this  favour  of  him  in  your  pre- 
fence.     I  am  not  afhamed  to  confefs  what  I  am 

.fo 
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fo  well  convinced  of.     I    wi(h  I  had  an  op^ 
portunity  to  tell  it  to  all  my  former  acquaint- 
ance.'* 

Here  he  told  the  truth,  for  hitherto  he  had 
feid  nothing  to  the  officers  who  guarded  him ; 
but  now  he  began  to  entertain  them  frequently 
with  religious  converfations.  He  faid :  "  that 
he  had  been  recommending  rehgion  and  a  vir- 
tuous life  to  an  officer,  and  his  anfwer  was :  He 
had  nothing  to  fay  againft  religion ;  but  to  obey 
its  precepts  in  regard  to  fenfual  pleafures  and 
lufts,  feemed  to  him  impratlicable.  He  then, 
by  quoting  his  own  example,  ffiewed  him  how 
neceffary  he  himfelf  liad  now  found  thele  things 
to  be,  and  how  unhappy  they  had  made  him. 
He  had  intreated  him  to  read  Gellert  often, 
who  would  convince  him  hov/  ufeful  it  was 
to  conquer  even  our  favorite  fins." 

He  added :  "  What  difference  is  there  between 
that  virtue  which  chriftianity  demands,  and  that 
which  the  world  calls  an  honed  life  ?  If  mere 
worldly  people,  that  think  in  the  fame  manner 
as  I  have  done  formerly,  fhould  judge  of  my 
aclions  according  to  their  fyfteni  of  morality,  I 
believe  they  would  think  them  to  be  honeft 
cnougii,  as  I  did  formerly  myfclf " 

You 
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Ydii  itiuft  even  now,  faid  1,  take  grcdt  car^ 
not  to  think  too  well  of  fome  of  your  aftioris ;  t6 
which  he  replied : 

"  I  know  Very  well  that  refpdcling  all  my 
aftions,  which  I  thought  to  arife  from  good 
intentions,  ambition  and  voKiptuoufnefs  had  aS 
great  a  fhare  in  them  as  my  love  towards  that 
which  is  good.  I  count  them  nothing  before 
God  and  niy  cohfcience.  When  irt  my  formef 
fituation,  I  fancied  to  a£l:  well  and  deferving 
of  praife,  I  thought  like  the  Pharifee  in  thd 
Gofpel." 

From  this  tin^e,  I  obferved  in  the  Count,  a 
certain  calmnefs  and  ferenity  of  mind,  which 
feemed  to  arife  from  the  hopes  that  God  for 
Chrift's  fake  would  pardon  him.  This  fituatiorl 
of  his  mind  had  been  particularly  vifible  to  his 
judges  in  his  lad  examination.  They  had  not 
feen  him  fince  the  time  I  had  vifited  him,  and 
could  therefore  better  obferve  the  alteration, 
than  I,  who  had  converfed  with  him  fo  often 
during  this  time.  One  of  them  told  me,  that  he 
had  behaved  on  his  examination  extremely  well» 
and  had  appealed  once  with  a  vifible  joy  to  that 
blefled  eternity  he  hoped  to  enter  into.  He  had 
been  among  them  as  among  his  friends*  and  had 
talked  about  his  affairs  as  one  who  fpeaks  about 
G  indifferent 
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indifferent  things.     His  conduft  had  been  very 
moving  to  them  all. 

But  fince  it  appeared  to  me  as  if  he  expeded 
ftill  a  certain  particular  fenfation  of  his  being 
pardoned  before  God,  I  endeavoured  to  fet  him 
to  rights  in  this  [oint.  I  told  him,  that  with 
regard  to  thefe  fenfations,  the  matter  was  very 
uncertain.  I  would  not  abfolutely  deny  their 
cxiftence,  but  I  found  no  Scripture  proofs  that 
they  were  either  neceffary  or  to  be  expected  as 
certain  confequences  of  repentance  and  faith. 
The  beft  and  moil  certain  conviction  of  our 
being  pardoned  before  God  was,  to  be  confcious 
that  we  repent  of  our  fins  fmcerely,  that  we 
acknowledge  Chrift  to  be  our  Redeemer,  that  we 
perceive  our  progrefs  in  godlinefs,  and  that  we 
moft  earneflly  endeavour  to  conform  our  fenti- 
nents  and  our  aclions  to  the  will  of  God.  Who- 
ever thinks  other  fenfations  to  be  neceifary,  is  in 
danger  of  being  carried  away  by  enthufiafm. 

He  then  anfwered  m^e,  "  That  he  never  could 
bear  enthufiafm  in  religion,  and  that  this  was 
one  great  reafon  that  had  made  him  averfe  from 
chriilianity."  He  faid,  "  He  remembered  ftill, 
that  once  in  that  public  fchool  *,  where  he  had 
received  his  inftrudtion  in  religion,  fome  hun- 

"  The  Orphan-houfe  at  Hall, 
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dreds  of  young  people  were  at  once  given  out  to 
be  illuminated  and  converted,  though  he  himfelf 
ivas  fure,  that  Tome  of  them,  with  whom  he  wa3 
nearly  acquainted,  were  very  immoral  and  wicked. 
Many  ftrange  things  had  been  tranfadled  by  thefe 
converted  boys  ;  fo  that  he  and  others  that  were 
not  among  the  number^  could  not  help  being 
greatly  fcandalized  on  account  of  religion." — 

I  promifed  to  bring  him  Spalding's  book  oh 
the  value  of  the  inward  feelings  in  Chriftianityi 
that  he  might  inform  himfelf  more  on  this  point. 

The  twelfth  Conference,    March  the  i\tk» 

Tpv  HEE,  whom  I  had  told  of  the  Count's 
-*-^*  defire  to  fpeak  to  him,  came  to-day  with 
me.  The  Count  was  not  afhamed  to  corifcfs  the 
miftakcs  of  his  underftanding  and  his  heart.  He 
told  the  Dean  minutely,  how  he  had  firft  quitted 
virtue  and  afterwards  abandoned  religion,  and  irt 
what  manner  he  had  recovered  from  his  errors. 
He  expreffed  his  fear,  that  his  friend  Count 
Brandt,  through  his  natural  vivacity,  might  be 
hindred  from  coniidering  ferioully  on  religion  and 
the  condition  he  v/as  now  in.  But  Count  Brandt 
having  always  believed  more  of  religion,  than  he 
himfelf,  and  fhewn  this  even  in  his  conver- 
fation,  he  hoped  it  would  not  only  be  agrceabb 
G  2  to 
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to  him,  to  hear  that  he  himfelf  was  now  better 
informed  and  convinced,  but  that  it  would  even 
make  a  happy  impreflion  upon  his  mind. 
Formerly  he  would  not  hearken  to  Count  Brandt, 
when  he  wanted  to  fpeak  to  him  about  religion, 
but  that  he  now  thought  it  his  duty  to  let  him 
know  his  prefent  fentiments.  He  looked  upon 
himfelf  fo  much  more  obliged  to  it,  fince  he  was 
acceflary  to  his  misfortunes. 

The  Count  afterwards  continued  his  conver- 
fation  thus.  *'  I  have  been  reading  the  book  of 
D.  Lefs,  particularly  that  part  which  treats  on 
the  miracles,  reported  to  have  been  wrought  at 
the  tomb  of  the  Abbe  de  Paris.  I  wonder  why 
this  affair,  that  has  made  fo  much  noife  at  Paris, 
is  not  by  command  properly  enquired  into.  I  re- 
member myfelf,  when  I  was  phyfician  at  Altona, 
that  I  was  called  upon  to  examine  the  ftate  of  a 
perfon  that  was  fubjedl  to  convulfions,  by  which 
means  I  faw  the  unexpe6led  and  wonderful  effe^bs 
which  an  extravagant  fancy  can  produce.  Such 
things  as  the  pretended  miracles  of  the  Abbe  de 
Paris,  fhould  not  raife  any  doubts  againft  the 
miracles  of  the  Gofpel.  But  I  have  othei" 
doubts,  which  appear  to  me  of  greater  weight. 
However,  I  am  refolved  to  think  on  them  no 
more,  for  it  is  enough  for  me,  after  a  calm 
examination,  to  have  found  the  arguments  for 

chriftianity 


C    H    ) 

chriftianity  unexceptionable.  Would  to  God  I 
had  time  to  make  myfelf  further  acquainted  with 
it,  and  to  put  it  into  practice," 

He  complained  that  this  morning,  when  he  was 
reading  the  Gofpel  of  3t.  Matthew,  many  blaf- 
phemies  ^gainft  Chrift  and  the  Virgin  Mary  came 
into  his  mind  again,  which  he  had  formerly  read 
in  fome  deiftical  book.  "  Now,"  faid  {le,  "  I 
defpife  fuch  things,  though  formerly  perhaps 
they  might  have  raifed  fcurrilous  thoughts,  and 
hindred  my  progrefs  towards  truth." 

I  brought  him  Spalding's  book  on  the  value 
of  inward  feelings  in  chrillianity  *.  I  told  him, 
that  I  hoped  the  reading  of  it  would  make 
religion  appear  to  him  in  a  ftill  more  amiable 
light,  when  he  found,  how  much  it  was  adapted 
to  the  nature  of  the  foul,  and  flood  not  in  need  of 
incomprehenfibilitiesi  of  effefts  without  a  caufe, 
of  apparitions,  concerning  which  it  remains  always 
matter  of  doubt,  whether  they  are  becoming  the 
wifdom  of  God.     He  anfwered ; 

**  This  is  what  I  hope  like  wife.  Revelation 
muft  not  contradidt  reafon,  fince  God  has  given 
it  to  rational  beings.     The  more  found  and  folid 

•  Thoughts  on  the  value  of  inward  feelings  in  Chrifti- 
anity. By  John  Joachim  Spalding,  Dean  of  Berlin. 
Leipfic.   1764.    Second  e4it. 
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reafon  calls  it  under  examination,  the  more  riinft 
it  profit  by  it.  If  thofe  things  which  men  have 
foifted  into  religion,-  were  left  out  in  the  pulpit 
ahd  dogmatical  writings,  almofl  all  the  weapons 
of  th(?  deills  would  become  blunted.  '  I  remem- 
ber very  well  how  much  many,  perhaps  well 
intended  fermons,  which  I  heard  at  Halle  have 
confirmed  my  unbelief.  It  v/as  too  plain  to  me, 
that  thofe  things  which  were  told  me  there  could 
not  be  truths  revealed  by  God,  though  it 
was  confidently  afferttd  that  they  were." 

^he  thirteenth  Conference.  March  the  i^th, 

T  COULD  flay  but  a  fhort  time  with  the 
-"-  Count.  The  following  is  the  moll  remark- 
able part  of  our  converfation  : 

"  The  Count  mentioned  fome  objeflions 
againft  chriftianity,  which  he  had  read  in  Bou- 
langer  antiquiie  devoiUe^  that  fear  was  the  origin 
of  all  rehgion  among  the  ancients.  All  calamities 
which  could  befal  men,  as  earthquakes,  fires, 
inundations,  war,  &c.  they  ufed  to  look  upon 
as  punifhments  of  their  gods,  though  they  arofc 
from  natural  caufes  •,  and  to  appeafe  the  wrath 
of  their  deitii^s  they  became  to  think  of  religion. 
He  at  that  time  believed  Boulanger  to  have 
proved  his  aiTertions  very  clearly  from  hiftory." 
■  I  told 
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1  told  him  that  Boulanger  was  a  writer  of  ho 
credit,  authority,  or  knowledge,  either  in  anti- 
quity, hiftory  or  languages.  An  idiot  and  a 
charletan.  A  man  who  told  untruth,  contradidled 
himfelf,  &c.  like  another  author  who  wrote  ths 
Evangik  dujour,  where  he  in  one  place  proves, 
that  there  was  no  Mofes,  becaufe  an  antient 
writer  Sanchoniaton  did  not  make  mention  of 
him,  though  he  lived  in  the  neighbourhood  where 
the  hiftory  was  tranfadled  in  which  Mofes  was 
concerned.  And  in  another  place,  in  order  to 
make  Mofes  a  writer  of  later  date,  it  is  aflerted 
that  Sanchoniaton  lived  long  before  him.  To 
which  the  Count  replied  :  "  That  Voltaire  was 
dangerous  and  captivating  merely  from  wit  and 
humour." 

When  I  was  leaving  the  Count,  he  exprefled 
his  defire  to  inform  in  perfon  Count  Brandt  of 
his  prefent  fentiments  about  religion,  and  to  tell 
him  of  his  reformation.  He  faid,  "  He  fhould 
do  this  in  the  court  of  juftice,  if  they  fhould 
happen  to  be  both  confronted  -,  but  he  doubted 
that  this  would  not  be  the  cafe,  fmce  their  confef- 
fions  agreed  together.  Therefore,  he  fhould  beg 
leave  to  vifit  him,  and  to  tell  him  the  fame  before 
witnefles.  If  I  were  to  tell  it  him  myfclf,  it  would 
make  a  greater  impicfTion  upon  him  \  and  his 
condition  grieves  me  fo  much,  that  I  would 
G  4  willingly 
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willingly   contribute  Jill  that   is  in  my  power 
towards  his  reformation," 

^he fourteenth  Conference,  March  the  ibtb, 

<*T  WISH,"  faid  he,  when  I  came  in^  "  to  have 
-*•  done  with  thofe  affairs  I  have  now  upon 
my  hands ;  for  they  hinder  the  regular  continua- 
tion of  our  conferences,  and  keep  me  from  reading. 
However,  I  hope  to  finifli  them  foon.  I  know, 
I  want  all  my  time  for  weightier  concerns  of  my 
foul.  Neverthelefs  I  have  finifhed  D.  Lefs,  and  I 
owe  much  to  this  book.  Ithas  brought  my  certainty 
to  a  higher  degree,  on  account  of  the  credibility 
of  the  miracles,  and  I  can  prove  now  the  truth 
of  the  chriftian  religion  from  miracles.  The 
book  is  written  with  great  folidity.  The  Germans 
^segin  to  excell  in  this  kind  of  writing." 

I  told  him,  we  had  another  excellent  original 
of  this  fort,  D.  Noffelt's  Defence  of  the  Chriftian 
Religion  •,  which  he,  if  time  would  permit  it, 
might  read  with  great  advantage. 

"We  then  talked  of  fome  prophefies,  which 
concerned  not  Chrift  in  particular,  but  whole 
nations,  how  far  they  were  fulfilled. 

The  calmnefs  and  ferenity  of  the  Count's  mind 
cncreafed  now  fo  much,  that  it  appeared  to  me 
father  ^  littje  fufpicious.     I  therefore  thought  it 

necefTary 


(  ^  ) 

neceflary  to  remind  him,  not  to  be  carried  away 
by  a  too  quickly  produced  compofure  of  mind, 
and  not  to  forget,  fince  he  had  hopes  of  being 
pardoned  before  God,  what  he  had  been  before 
his  converfion  :  elfe  his  former  careleflhefs  might 
gain  power  over  him  again,  and  obftruft  his 
endeavours  of  conforming  himfelf  to  the  will  of 
God,  which  might  caufe  him  a  great  deal  of 
uneafinefs  towards  the  latter  days  of  his  life. 

**  I  aflure  you,"  was  his  anfwer,  <'  that  I 
have  not  for  one  moment  judged  myfelf  indul- 
gently, and  that  hitherto  I  have  not  ceafed  to 
repent  of  my  former  life  ferioufly.  I  am  rather 
convinced,  that  even  in  eternity,  happy  as  it 
might  turn  out  for  me,  I  Ihall  remember  my 
fins  with  horror  and  deteftation.'* 

On  another  occafion,  he  aflced,  what  might  be 
the  reafon  that  phyficians  were  foeafily  prejudiced 
againfl  religion  ? 

I  know,  faid  I,  that  the  religion  of  phyficians 
is  commonly  looked  upon  as  fufpicious  ;  but  I 
think  without  reafon.  You  yourfelf  mufl:  know 
many  great  phyficians  that  are,  without  contra- 
di(5tion,  profefled  chriftians.  Boerhaave,  Stahl, 
Junker,  Hof'mann,  Werlhof,  were  all  chrifl:ians. 
You  are  acquainted  with  Mead's  writings  in 
favour  of  religion.  Haller  has  but  lately  pub- 
4  liflied 
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lifhcd  a  bbcjkr  in  behalf  of  chriftianity,  which 
I  Ihould  give  you  to  read  if  it  v/as  to  be  had  here 
already.     Our  Berger,  what  a  profcfTed,  pious 
confeflbr  of  religion'  is  he  ! 

^..,**  Zim'mermaa*  like  wife,  added  he,  is  a  chrif- 
tian.  And  you  muft,  upon  the  whole,  not  think 
that  I  brought  this  thought  upon  the  carpet 
as  a  thing  of  any  real  confequence.  It  is  of  as 
Kttle  fignification  as  the  opinion  I  have  heard 
Aiatntained, 'that  Michaelis  arid  Semler  were 
deifts."--'X'«^  '-''■'  ;-  -'"-''  ;  ■-'' 

If  they  really  were  fuch,  replied  I,  they  hardly 
would  give  thcmfelves  fo  much  trouble  in  pro- 
moting chriftianity  as  they  really  do.  This  no 
doubt  is  an  accufation  of  intolerant  chriftians, 
which  is  fufficiently  refuted  by  the  fervice  which 
thefe  men  are  of  to  religion. 


'Tlie  fifteenth  Conference,    March  the  I'jth, 

fir^  H  E  Count  having  fhewed  a  defire  to  know 

■*•     fomething   more    about   prophecies,    and 

their   being  fulfilled,  1   brought  him,  for   this 

*  D.  Zimmerman  is  phjfician  in  ordinary  to  his  Britannic 
Majefly  at  Hanover.  Some  of  his  writings  are  lately  tran- 
llatcd  into  Englifli,  paiucularly  hh  Ejpjj  on  Natio/jal Prii^e, 
dnd  his  Treat i/e  en  the  Dy/cnfery. 

purpofe. 
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purpofe,  Newton's  Diflertations  on  Prophedes, 
Among  many  things  he  faid :'''"' ^'v   •       '"  -*-•' 

*'  I  find  now  of  how  great  importance  that  mo* 
ral  rule  is,  to  avoid  the  firft  fin.  If  we  do  not  dp 
this,  but  allow  ourfelves  to  delight  in  thinking  of 
irregular  defires,  without  oppofing  the  firft  emo^ 
tion  of  them,  it  is  frequently  afterwards  no  more 
in  our  power  to  ad  well  and  virtuous.  I  know  this 
by  my  own  experience.  It  feemed  to  me  by  far  too 
fevere,  when  Chrift  fays,  Whofoever  looketh 
on  a  woman  to  luft  after. her,  has  committed 
adultery  with  her  already  in  his  heart.  The 
looking  on  a  woman,  thought  I,  even  with  a  de- 
fire  to  luft  after  her,  can  be  no  crime  if  it  goes 
no  further.  But  the  ruminating  upon  means 
how  to  fatisfy  our  defires,  follow  in  courfe. 
Whenever  I  faw  means  to  get  my  ends,  I  fancied 
it  very  hard  if  I  fiiould  not  make  ufe  of  them. 
•I  did  ufe  them,  I  fatisfied  my  luft,  and  com- 
mitted a  whole  feries  of  fins,  which  I  might  have 
cfcaped,  if  I  had  avoided  the  firft  fin,  the  taking 
delight  in  the  wicked  defire,  and  ftudioufly  enter- 
taining it.  I  then  endeavoured  to  apologize  for 
my  crimes.  I  cannot  help  it,  faid  I,  that  my 
natural  difpofition  and  temper  is  fo  much  for 
yoluptuoufnefs  •,  it  therefore  cannot  be  imputed 
to  me  as  a  trime  if  I  live  according  to  this  my 
difpofition.     I  was  confirpaed   in  this  by  that 

over- 
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overbearing  feverity  of  thofe  who  taught  me  mo-, 
rals  in  my  youth.  They  never  told  me  that 
Chrift  did  not  forbid  innocent  things,  and  that 
his  morals  did  not  deny  us  harmlefs  joys.  Every 
thing  I  had  an  inclination  for,  was  told  me  to  be 
fin,  without  diftindion.  To  wear  ruffles,  to 
powder  the  hair,  was  declared  to  be  as  equally 
impious  as  other  extravagancies  which  were 
openly  finful.  I  now  concluded,  that  fmce  it  was 
im.poflible  that  the  firfl  mentioned  things  could 
be  fins,  and  I  found  they  could  not  be  well 
avoided  in  the  world,  it  perhaps  might  be  the 
fame  cafe  with  the  others  ;  they  might  alfo  be 
innocent  things,  and  not  to  be  avoided.  I  know 
I  v/as  in  the  wrong  j  but  I  was  young,  my  paffi- 
on"?  raged,  and  my  leaders  fliould  have  had  more 
underftanding." 

He  added  :  "  In  the  fame  manner  much  harm 
is  done  by  thofe  teachers  of  chriftianity  who  re- 
quire always  a  blind  obedience,  and  do  not  lay 
proofs  before  their  hearers  of  that  authority  upon 
which  they  fhall  build  their  belief  in  adopting 
thefe  truths. — He  faid  it  was  neceffary  that  a 
teacher  fhould  prove  the  Bible  to  be  a  divine  re- 
velation :  and  that  whoever  would  take  only 
proper  time,  and  was  not  againft  the  trouble  of 
medita.ing,  could  never  examine  chriftianity 
without   being  convinced  of  its  truth.     Every 

thing 
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thing  is  naturally  and  well  connected,  and  recorfi- 
mends  itfdf  to  a  mind  given  to  reflexion.  I  never 
found  in  deillical  writings  a  fyftem  fo  well  con- 
ne6led  j  and,  upon  the  whole,  I  am  inclined  to 
believe  that  there  is  no  fuch  tiling  as  a  regular 
fyftem  of  infidelity." 

He  continued  ;  "  No  objeflion  can  be  made 
to  chriftianity,  becaufe  it  promifes  rewards  to  its 
true  profeffors.  Love  of  God,  without  any  re- 
lation to  ourfelves,  is  but  a  mere  idea.  I  am 
fenfible  that  I  could  not  continue  for  a  long  while 
to  love  a  friend,  who  fhewed  himfelf  always  cold 
towards  me.  And  the  Supreme  Being  cannot 
be  difpleafed  with  a  love,  that  minds  at  the  fame 
time  our  own  intereft :  for  God  can  reap  no 
advantage  from  our  inclination  towards  him,  but 
only  we  ourfelves.  And  why  fliould  we  not  look 
out  for  rewards  and  accept  of  them,  when  God 
himfelf  has  offered  and  promiled  them  ?" 

"  My  great  delight  in  fenfual  pleafures  per- 
fuaded  mc  always,  that  as  there  was  nothing  of 
this  kind  among  the  joys  of  heaven,  they  would 
have  no  charms  for  me." 
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^hejixteenth  Conference,     March  the  i^ih; 

«  T  HAVE  now  finifhed,"  faid  the  Count, 
-*•  *'  ihe  A£ts  of  the  Apoftles,  and  by  this 
means  am  informed  of  the  wonderful  foundation 
of  the  church  of  Chriih  It  is  very  vifible  that 
a  higher  hand  promoted  this  work.  For  other- 
wife,  how  could  all  this  have  been  done  in  fo  fhort 
a  time,  by  fuch  perfons  as  the  apoftles  were,  and 
in  fpite  of  fuch  an  oppofition  from  all  fides  ?  One 
thing  rather  raifed  my  furprize.  I  found  that  Paul 
and  Peter  once  did  not  quite  agree.  But  when 
on  the  other  fide  I  perceived  how  much  they 
agreed  in  the  chief  point  of  Chrift's  refurreftion, 
of  repentance  and  faith,  this  matter  no  longer 
puzzled  me.  They  were  men,  and  therefore 
might  be  miftaken  in  their  private  opinions/* 

"  Now  and  then,"  faid  he,  "  I  cannot  help 
thinking  on  m.y  fituation  before  my  fall.  This 
morning  I  aflced  myfelf,  whether  it  would  not 
have  been  better  for  me,  if  I  could  have  kept 
myfelf  in  my  high  ftation,  and  enjoyed  my  ufual 
pleafures  ?  But  when  I  had  been  confidering  for 
a  few  minutes,  I  found  that  I  now  am  by  far 
more  happy  than  I  was  in  my  greateft  outward 
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profperlty.  I  have  frequently  told  my  friend 
Count  Brandt  that  I  was  by  no,  means  happy, 
when  he  believed  me  in  many  rcfpecls  better  off 
than  himfelf.  You  cannot  think  ivhat  an  infinite 
number  of  things  always  took  up  my  time. 
Whatever  happened  abroad  made  me  uneafy. 
I  was  obliged  to  think  of  means  for  my  owa 
fafety,  and  to  force  myfclf  to  conceal  myuneafi- 
nefs  both  from  mylelf  and  others.  The  day  I  fpcnt 
in  difagreeable  occupations  and  tedious  diflipa- 
tions,and  part  of  the  night  in  reading  ftate  papers, 
and  in  writing.  Was  it  poflible  for  me  to  be  happy 
in  fuch  a  fituation  ?  Now  I  am  more  ferene  and 
more  eaf)*.  I  occupy  myfelf  with  religion, 
v/hich  interefts  me  miuch,  and  which  is  my  only 
comfcrt.  I  have  an  hopeful  profpefl  in  eter- 
nity, and  my  death  does  not  difquiet  me  much, 
and  not  very  often.  How  I  may  be  affefled  at  a 
more  trying  crifis,  I  do  not  know,  but  I  am  con- 
vinced of  my  being  now  happy  and  compofed, 
snd  that  I  am  not  defirous  of  returning  into  my 
former  fituation." 

Thejevenfcent/j  Conference.    'March  the  loth. 

<t  r-T-^HE  more,  faid  the  Count,  I  learn  chrifti- 

"^     anity  from  Scripture,  the  more  I  grow 

convinced,  how  unjuft  thofe  objedions  are  which 

it 
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it  is  charged  with.  I  find,  for  inftancd,  that  all 
which  Voltaire  fays  of  the  intolerance  of  the  chri- 
ftians,  and  of  bloodfhedding  caufed  by  chrifti- 
anity>  is  a  very  unjuft  charge  laid  upon  rcligioni 
It  is  eafily  to  be  leen^  that  thofe  cruelties,  faid 
to  be  caufed  by  religion,  if  properly  confidered, 
were  the  produ6tion  of  human  paflionsj  felfilh** 
nefs  and  ambition,  and  that  religion  ferved  in 
fuch  cafes  only  for  a  cloak.  To  be  convinced 
of  this,  one  may  read  only  the  hiftory  of  the  cruel 
tranfadlions  of  the  Spaniards  in  America." 

Having  finifhed  reading  Newton  on  Prophecies^ 
he  made  fome  remarks  upon  this  argument  in  fa- 
vour of  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  then 
concluded :  "  My  affairs  of  this  world  are  now 
finifhed,  a  few  conferences  with  my  defenfor,  and 
a  few  letters,  which  I  intend  to  write,  excepted.** 

I  then  told  him,  that  we  now  could  regularly 
carry  on  our  conferences,  and  faid.  Let  us  now 
confcientioufly  employ  the  reft  of  our  time  in 
promoting  the  great  bufinefs  of  your  falvatioii. 
Ke  replied  : 

"  This  certainly  I  (hall  do  with  all  poiTible 
earneftnefs.     Thank  God  I  I  am  fully  convinced 
of  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion,  and  I  feel 
its  power  in  quieting  my  confcience  and  reform- 
ing 
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ing  my  fentimcnts.  I  hope  God  will  forgive  mc 
thofe  doubts  which  perhaps  might  ftart  in  my 
mind,  and  thofe  flight  emotions  of  my  former 
pafTions  by  which  I  was  ruled,  and  which  even 
now  fometimes  will  diftarb  me.  L  find  no  plea- 
fure  in  them,  and  endeavour  to  fupprefs  them 
immediately.  I  am  ready  to  convince  you  by 
any  fadt  you  may  demand  of  me  to  fhow  how 
ready  I  am  to  facrifice  my  former  afFedlions. 
Never  Ihould  I  have  done  fo  before  I  was  en- 
lightened by  religion.  I  do  not  know  whether 
this  is  fufficient  reafon  for  you  to  be  fatisfied  with 
me.  Try  me  in  what  manner  you  Ihall  think 
proper:  and  if  you  are  fatisfied  with  me,  do 
not  mind  if  others  fhould  judge  other  wife,  ac* 
cording  to  their  opinon,  and  fay  you  had  attemp- 
ted to  bring  me  over  by  reafoning.  I  acknow- 
ledge it  with  gratitude  before  God,  that  you 
took  this  method.  In  no  other  manner  you 
would  have  prevailed  upon  me.  I  fhould  have 
oppofed  with  obftinacy.  Perhaps  fome  impref- 
fion  might  have  been  made  upon  me,  but  a 
folid  and  lailing  conviction  never  would  have 
been  brought  about.  Befides,  God  cannot  be 
difplcafed,  fmce  religion  is  io  reafonable,  that 
men  are  gained  over  by  reafon.  Chrift  himfclf 
a6ted  fo,  and  Paul  accommodated  himfelf  at 
Athens,  and  before  Felix  and  Agrippa,  to  the 
H  way 
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way  of  thinking  of  thofe  he  had  to  deal  with.  I 
hope  the  manner,  in  which  I  came  to  alter  my 
fentiments  in  regard  to  religion  and  virtue,  will 
raife  the  attention  of  thofe  that  think  as  I 
formerly  did.  The  deifts  will  never  truft  the  con- 
verfion  of  their  brethren,  which  is  brought  about 
in  the  latter  days  of  their  life.  They  fay,  they 
are  taken  by  furprize  through  the  declamation  of 
the  clergyman  >  they  have  loft  their  reafon  •,  they 
are  ftupid  or  frantic  by  the  violence  of  their  illnefs; 
the  fear  of  death  made  them  ignorant  of  what 
they  did. — But  now  fmce  I  came  to  learn  chrifii- 
anity,  in  the  manner  I  did,  nobody  fliall  fay 
fo.  I  have  examined  the  chrillian  religion 
during  a  good  ftate  of  health,  and  with  all  the 
reafon  I  am  mafter  of.  I  tried  every  argument, 
I  fck  no  fear,  I  have  taken  my  own  time,  and  I 
have  not  been  in  hade.  The  chief  bufmefs 
which  I,  for  the  fake  of  my  own  mind's  eafe, 
have  ftill  to  tranfafl  is,  to  fearch  whether  I  find 
thofe  figns  within  me,  v/hich  are  required,  if 
upon  a  good  foundation,  I  believe  m)felf  to  be 
pardoned  before  God." 

I  gave  him  a  letter  of  his  pious  eiother, 
v/hich  he  took  v/ith  an  air  of  tendcrncfs  and 
tranquillity.  *'  Me  fuid,  he  rtiould  read  Jc, 
when  alone." — 

lie 
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He  added :  "  I  never  felt  my  love  to  my 
|3arents  fo  great,  as  now.  1  never  was  fo  fully 
convinced  of  their  good  intentions  towards  me« 
And  my  good  mother !  (here  a  flood  of  tears 
broke  forth)  She  always  has  lovq^i  me  with  a 
kind  of  preference." 


The  following  is  the  letter. 


Rendjhurg,  March  the  i7thj  1772. 

*'  Inflead  of  entertaining  you  with  our  mutual 
grief  and  pain,  I  rather  find  myfelf  under  a 
neceflicy  to  acquaint  you,  with  thole  prevalent 
feelings  of  my  heart,  on  account  of  that  condi- 
tion you  are  in  at  prefent.  Many  days  and 
years,  the  fubjecl:  of  my  prayers  to  God  has  been, 
that  he  might  fave  your  immortal  foul  from 
everlafling  ruin.  I  have  therefore  now  facriBced 
my  defires,  which  made  me,  as  a  mother,  wifii 
for  the  happinefs  of  my  children,  not  only  of 
their  fouls,  but  likewife  of  their  body.  If  the 
mercy  of  God  cannot  otherwife  reach  the  welfare 
of  your  foul,  but  by  means  that  are  hard  and- 
painful  to  the  outward  man,  I  have  fubmitted 
with  an  humble  and  compofed  mind,  to  the 
mod  holy  and  mod  pcifcd  will  of  the  Lord  who 
had  mercy  upon  us  from  everlafling.  But  never 
H  2  eoivld 
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could  I  expe6b  that  doleful  fituation  you  arc  in 
now.  My  maternal  heart  is  thereby  crulhed  to 
pieces,  and  as  it  were  immured  alive.  God  is 
my  refuge.  My  fole  comfort  under  fo  hard  ' 
futferings,  will  be  the  falvation  of  your  foul.  I 
fhall  praife  the  Almighty  with  tears  of  joy,  when 
I  hear  he,  as  the  friend  of  finful  men,  has  ftill 
thoughts  of  peace  over  you,  and  that  he  with 
thorns  has  fhut  up  the  way  which  could  lead 
you  to  everlafting  ruin.  I  do  not  doubt  but 
the  Spirit  of  God  has  convinced  your  mind  al- 
ready, that  your  Redeemer  would  not  have  you 
loft  for  ever,  fmce  you  are  his  property.  Give 
but  farther  attention  to  that  work  of  grace  which 
the  Holy  Spirit  is  doing  within  your  foul,  for  the 
fake  of  your  conviftion.  He  will  reveal  to  you 
more,  than  the  tongues  of  men  can  make  you 
acquainted  with.  Think  you  have  to  do  with 
nobody,  but  God  and  yourfelf,  and  remove 
therefore  all  your  thoughts  from  things  of  this 
world.  If  the  Spirit  of  God  (hall  have  only  firft 
glorified  Chrift  within  you ;  if  you  have  been 
brought  fo  far  ?.5  to  apply  to  yourfelf  his  fully 
fufficient  redemption  ;  you  then  will  count  all 
things  but  lofs  for  the  excellency  of  the  know- 
ledge of  Chrift  Jefus  your  Lord  :  you  then  will 
count  it  but  dung,  that  you  may  win  Chrift. 
Your  eternal  and  immortal  mind  will  enjoy  al- 
ready 
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ready  here  more  cafe,  comfort,  and  joy,  than 
ever  the  world,  with  all  its  fplendor  and  pleafnre, 
can  afford  us.  It  has  pleated  God  to  convince 
my  foul  of  this  from  my  youth.  There  is  no 
happier  ftate  in  the  world  than  to  be  a  true  chri- 
ftian,  both  in  good  and  evil  days.  How  much 
would  it  have  pleafed  me,  if  all  my  children  had 
likewife  let  this  bleffed  conviclion  be  produced 
within  them  by  the  Spirit  of  God  from  their 
youth.  But  I  have  found,  that  this  is  only  a 
work  of  God,  and  not  of  mxn.  Now,  my  dear 
fon,  what  may  have  been  not  properly  con- 
duced or  neglefted  by  men,  let  us  be  truly  forry 
for,  and  beg  God's  forgivenefs.  But  do  not 
defpair  of  God's  mercy,  which  he  has  fo  clearly 
revealed  in  Chrift  our  Redeemer.  Let  us  not 
leflen  God's  intentions,  but  give  a  faithful  alTent 
to  thofe  true  aflfertions  of  Scripture  :  **  God  fo 
loved  the  world,  that  he  gayc  his  only  begotten 
Son,  that  whofoever  believeth  in  him,  fhould  not 
perifh,  but  have  everlafting  life."  But  all  thele 
do<5trines  are  fuch,  that  mere  human  reafon  can 
neither  clear  them  up  fufficiently  nor  convince 
us  thereof.  You  muft  beg  for  the  afTiftance  of 
the  Holy  Ghoft  :  for  it  is  he  that  reveals  unto 
us  by  his  won],  Chriil  and  the  great  work  of 
his  redemption,  in  a  falutary  manner.  If  you 
H  3  wili 


(       102       ) 

will  only  fet  about  an  examination  of  the  chief 
docflrines  of  our  holy  religion,  with  candid  and 
fincere  intentions,  and  earneft  prayer  to  God  for 
the  enlightening  of  your  underllanding,  you  will 
find  breaking  forth  a  light  in  your  foul,  which 
is  more  than  mere  natural,  and  which  will  ferve 
you  for  better  inflght,  and  greater  confirmation 
of  thefe  dodlrines.  I  write  this  afcer  the  fmall 
ihare  of  knowledge,  which  the  grace  of  God  has 
granted  me.  My  faith  has,  notwithftanding  all 
the  literal  knowledge  of  the  revealed  truth,  been 
obliged  to  work  through  the  mofl  fpecious  objec- 
tions. But  praifed  be  the  Lord  and  his  Spirit,  who 
has  ftrengthened  my  faith  by  his. word,  and  by  my 
own  inward  experience  of  its  truth,  that  even  the 
gates  of  hell  fhall  not  prevail  againft  it,  as  long 
as  I  keep  clofe  to  the  Omnipotent  God,  and  rid 
not  myfelf  of  him.  And  this  is  my  anchor  in 
thefe  my  highefl  lufferings,  elfe  the  vv'avcs  of 
rhy  diflreffes  would  foon  fet  adrift  the  vefTel  of 
my  faith,  I  wilh  and  beg  to  God,  that  he  may 
grant  you  this  fupport  of  your  faith.  Jefus 
Chrifl  is,  and  remains  for  ever,  the  true  corner- 
flone,  upon  which  the  flrudture  of  our  falvation  is 
to  be  begun  and  to  be  finifhed.  From  your 
infancy  you  fhewed  a  charafter  of  mind  that  was 
fyicere  and  without  dirouife.     Let  this  natural 
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good  difpofition  of  yours  be  fanftified  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  that  you  may  turn  to  your  God 
with  all  fincerity.  For  God  profpers  the  honeft. 
Blefled  is  the  man  in  whofe  fpirit  there  is  no 
guile.  Learn  how  deeply  you  are  corrupted, 
and  come  then  as  a  curfed  finner  to  him  who 
was  made  a  curie  for  us.  Your  father  and  I 
will  both  cry  to  God  and  implore  his  mercy  for 
you.  I  remain  your  heartily  afflifted  mother," 
&c. 

D.  Hee  came  to-day  again  to  fee  the  Count, 
and  to  tell  him,  that  Count  Brandt  greatly 
rejoiced  to  hear  of  his  converfion.  That  he 
found  his  only  comfort  in  religion,  that  he  never 
loft  all  fenfe  of  ir,  and  that  he  from  his  heart 
forgave  him  all  that  he  had  done  to  draw  him 
into  his  misfortunes.  Count  Struenfee  gave  his 
anfwer  very  affectingly,  and  D.  Hee  took  bis 
leave. 


The  eighteenth  Conference.  March  the  3 1/?. 

"]% /tY   readers  will  remember  that  the  Count 

^^^    had    already    adopted    the    dodlrine   of 

Chrift's  redemption,  and  was  therefore  a  chri- 
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ftian.  He  was  now  ready  to  acknowledge  the 
other  myfterie-s  of  religion,  which  are  connected 
with  this  dodtrine,  to  be  divine.  I  thought  it 
neverthelefs  neceflary  to  fhew  him  how  reafon- 
able  and  ufeftil  they  were,  that  by  this  his  belief 
might  be  the  better  grounded,  and  that  no 
doubts  on  account  of  thofe  myfteries  might 
make  him  uneafy.  I  made  therefore  firft  the 
following  general  obfervations  on  the  fubje<5t. 

If  it  has  pleafed  God,  faid  I,  to  reveal  himfelf 
to  men  through  Chrift,  his  intention  was,  either 
to  reftore  natural  religion  among  men,  which 
was  nearly  lofl:,  and  to  lay  before  men,  with  the 
higheft  authority,  thofe  truths,  which  were 
difperfed  in  thoufands  of  human  writings  ;  or 
to  reveal  them  dodrines,  which  were  unknown 
to  mere  rcafon,  though  very  neceflary  to  be 
known  for  the  happinefs  of  men.  Perhaps  God 
had  both  thefe  intentions. 

The  firft  of  them  was  certainly  very  beneficent 
towards  mankind,  and  particularly  worthy  of 
God.  The  knowledge  of  natural  religion  was 
only  to  be  met  v/ith  among  tljie  Jews,  and  per- 
haps a  few  heathen  philofophers.  The  end  of 
revelation  therefore  was  to  reftore  this  falutary 
knowledge,  and  to  adapt  it  to  the  capacity  of 

all 
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all  men.  But  this  was  not  the  whole  of  the  inten- 
tion ;  for  if  Jefuswas  to  teach  only  natural  religion, 
the  preparations,  which  God  made  to  procure 
credit  for  his  meflenger  among  men,  feem  to  be 
too  great.  The  doctrines  which  Chriil  preached 
in  this  refped,  were  of  fuch  a  rfature,  that 
mere  human  reafon,  as  foon  as  it  got  acquainted 
with  them,  muft  find  them  clear  and  true. 
Therefore  if  this  had  been  all,  it  was  unneceflary 
to  confirm  the  dodrine  by  means  of  fo  many 
miracles,  particularly  Chrift's  refurre(5tion,  and 
the  infpiration  of  his  Apoftles. 

It  appears  from  this,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  God,  that  Chrifl  fhould  reveal  unto  us  doc- 
trines which  were  unknown  to  reafon,  at  the 
fame  lime  that  he  was  to  teach  us  natural  re- 
ligion :  and  fince  he  has  done  both,  it  is  a  proof 
that  both  was  the  intention  of  his  coming. 
Miracles  became  now  necefTary  to  ferve  him  for 
credentials  of  being  a  melTenger  of  God,  and 
to  convince  men  that  thofe  new  revealed  doc- 
trines which  Chrifl:  preached,  and  were  above 
human  reafon,  came  from  God.  You  fee  from 
this,  that  a  religion,  whofe  author  performed 
miracles,  mud,  according  to  its  intention,  con- 
tain myfteries. 

Befides, 
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Befides,  the  incomprehenfible  c-ocliines  of  the 
chriilian  religion  are  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  they 
inform  us  more  fully  of  God  and  his  will,  and 
how  a  fmful  man  can  be  fdwtd.  In  both  re- 
fpefts,  it  teaches  us  more  than  reafon  does.  For 
inftance,  reafon  tells  us  the  unity  of  God,  and 
revelation  adds,  that  Three  Perfons  are  in  one 
Deity.  Reafon  looks  out  in  vain  for  a  fufficient 
means  of  reconciliation  with  God;  revelation 
teaches  wherein  tins  means  confifls.  Is  it  there- 
fore to  be  wond;:red  at,  that  this  revelation, 
when  it  fpeaks  of  the  infinite  and  incomprehen- 
fible God  and  his  decrees  which  were  unknown 
to  reafon,  fhould  open  unto  us  fuch  profpects 
which  our  eyes  cannot  fully  difcern,  or  which 
is  the  fame,  that  it  fhould  teach  myfteries,  and 
require  our  faith  to  believe  them  ?  Whoever 
therefore  declines  adopting  the  christian  reli- 
gion, fhews  himf^lf  unacquainted  \vi:h  its  inten- 
tion and  its  objedls.  He  docs  not  do  that  juRice 
to  religion,  which  he  does  to  other  fcicnces.  For 
though  they  contain  more  myderies  than  reli- 
gion ever  did,  he  neverthclefs  does  not  objed 
to  them.  You  yourfelf,  faid  I,  have  met  with 
thoufands  of  incomprehenfibilities  in  phyfic 
and  chemiftry,  but  I  fuppofe  you  never  thought 
them  for  this  reafon  altogctlier  dreams  and  de- 
ception,    lie  owned  it  was  true. 

I  con- 
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I  continued :  If  God  was  to  reveal  unto  us 
myfteries  unknown  to  reafon,  and  which  con- 
cerned himfelf  and  his  will,  he  muft  do  this  by 
figns  which  we  could  underftand,  and  thefe  muft 
be  words.  But  in  the  language  of  men  there 
were  no  words  which  could  exadtly  f  onvey  tha# 
idea  God  was  to  communicate  to  us  ;  for  we 
cannot  have  words  in  any  language  to  exprefs  an 
idea  we  know  nothing  of.  God  was  therefore  to 
make  ufe  of  fuch  words  as  conveyed  that  idea, 
which  he  wanted  to  reveal  unto  us,  as  nearly  as 
pofiible  ;  but  neverthelefs  thefc  words  mull  al- 
ways remain  imperfcifl.  He  cannot  apply  them 
in  their  full  fignification,  and  with  all  the  ideas 
annexed  to  them,  to  thofe  myfteries,  which  God 
has  made  known  to  us.  They  are  to  be  t?.ken 
only  in  their  primitive  and  univerfal  fignification, 
and  every  thing  imperfecl  is  to  be  fcparated  from 
them. 

I  explained  this  to  the  Count  by  fome examples, 
which  he  thought  cleared  up  the  matter  very 
much.  I  faid  :  There  are  fome  ideas  annexed  to 
that  relation  which  fubfifts  between  father  and 
fon.  The  father  muft  have  been  before  the  fon  ; 
he  muft  have  attained  a  certain  age  before  he  be- 
got the  fon  J  he  muft  have  been  connedled  v.ith 
fi  perfon  of  the  other  fcx.     Now  if  any  body  v/;:s 

to 
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to  apply  thefe  ideas  to  the  fcripture  exprefllon, 
Chrift  is  the  fon  of  Cod,  he  would  not  only 
miftake  the  matter,  but  even  find  many  contra- 
didions.  Suppofc  an  inhabitant  of  Iceland  was 
to  explain  to  an  Indian  the  freezing  up  of  the  Tea, 
1^  would  find  no  word  ia  the  language  of  an  In- 
dian to  exprefs  this  phenomenon.  Neverthelefs 
he  is  to  fpeak  to  the  Indian  in  his  own  language  j 
he  therefore  is  obliged  to  make  ufe  of  improper 
words  and  images.  He  could,  for  inflance, 
fay.  In  my  country  the  fea,  by  the  influence  of 
the  air,  changes,  at  certain  feafons,  into  ftonc. 
Now  the  Indian  is  right  if  he  thinks,  that  the 
fea  in  Iceland  is  fometimes  as  hard  and  folid  as 
ftone ;  but  he  is  in  great  danger  to  reprefent 
the  matter  to  himfelf  quite  falfly,  if  he  was  to 
apply  the  reft  of  the  properties  of  a  ftone  and  its 
life  to  the  ideas  of  ice  :  If  he  ftiould  think  that 
houfes  were  buik  of  ice,  and  ferved  like  fome 
ftones  for  fuel  to  cook  viftuals  with. 

I  now  defired  the  Count  to  keep  thefe  general 
cblcrvations  concerning  the  myfteries  of  religion 
always  bcf  re  his  eyes,  fince  I  was  about  pro- 
poling  them  to  him  fmgly,  to  explain  their  fcrip- 
tural  fenfc,  to  fliew  that  they  did  not  contradict 
reafon,  and  that  tliey  were  beneficial  to  man- 
kind. 

The 
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The  firrt  myftery  connefted  with  the  doftrine 
of  redemption  is  this  :  Chrift  is  the  Ton  of  God. 
The-  chief  paflages  of  Scripture  in  which  this 
dodlrine  is  told,  are,  Matth.  iii.  17.  Mark  ix.  7. 
John  iii.  16.  Thislaft  paflage,  where  Chrift  em- 
phatically is  called  the  only  begottei|  Ton,  fliews 
that  he  is  the  Ton  of  God  in  a  far  more  eminent 
fenfe  than  men,  and  particularly  the  pious,  who 
are  called  children  of  God. 

Now  if  God  calls  Chrift  his  fon,  what  fliall  we 
think  by  this  ?  Chrift  has  his  eflence  of  God, 
like  as  a  fon  of  his  father,  yet  not  in  the 
manner  that  this  exprelTion  conveys  to  us,  which 
carries  imperfedions  with  it,  but  in  an  eminent 
manner  which  we  cannot  explain.  Chrift  has  the 
fame  eflence  which  the  father  has,  and  is  there- 
fore perfeflly  equal  with  him,  Hebr.  i.  3.  Chrift 
the  firft  born  and  only  begotten  fon  of  God  is  en- 
titled to  every  perfedlion  of  the  father,  he  is 
united  with  him  in  perfect  love,  as  an  only  fon 
is  with  his  father.  You  fee  from  this  that  the 
father  has  reprefented  to  us  that  relation  which 
fubfifts  between  him  and  Chrift  under  the  image 
of  a  father  and  a  fon,  becaufe  in  the  whole  hu- 
man nature  no  picture  is  to  be  found  which  ex- 
preffes  the  moft  intimate  union  more  exadlly  and 
more  perfedly  than  this, — Do  you  find  now  in 
ijiis  reprcfcnration  any  thing  contradiding  ? 

"  No, 
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'  « ~No,  faid  the  Count,  hei^e  is  no  contradidlon  j 
the  whole  myfiery  lies  in  the  inexplicable  man- 
ner^  by  which  Chrift  has  his  efience  from  God 
the  father." 

I  added :  Reafon,  therefore,  cannot  pretend 
to  objedl  any  thing  to  this  propofition  ;  Chrift  is 
thefon  of  God  ;  it  rather  is  under  an  obligation 
to  believe  it  without  contradiction,  out  of  reve- 
rence for  theteftimony  and  authority  of  him  who 
has  revealed  it  unto  us. 

I  now  made  the  remark,  that  all  the  myfteries 
cfthe  chrifdan  religion  are  beneficial  to  mankind^ 
and  that  it  was  to  our  own  real  advantage  to  be- 
lieve them.  In  this  refpecl  it  is  very  beneficial  to 
ns  that  Chrift  is  the  fon  of  God.  Hence  the  fon 
of  God  is  our  friend,  our  benefaflor,  our  Saviour, 
our  intercefix)r.  Is  there  any  thing  good  which 
he  has  promifed  us,  that  he  fhould  not  have  it  in 
his  power  to  give  it  ?  Every  thing  good,  both  in 
heaven  and  upon  earth,  is  his  as  well  as  his  fa- 
ther's. God  will  certainly  hear  his  only  begotten 
fon  when  he  intercedes  for  us.  Are  we  to  doubt 
that  he  that  fpared  not  his  own  fon,  but  delivered 
him  up  for  us  all,  fliall  net  with  him  alfo  freely 
give  us  all  things  ? 

a  Dear 
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Dear  friend,  this  fon  of  God  is  your  Re- 
deemer. You  acknowledge  him  to  be  fuch. 
Judge  now  what  grace  and  mercy  you  may  cx- 
peft  of  him,  if  you  firmly  and  confidently  truft 
in  his  redemption  •,  if  you  fpare  no  pains  to  think 
and  act,  during  the  remainder  of  you|  life,  like 
him,  God,  I  truft,  will  not  punifli  you  in  eter- 
nity, but  be  reconciled  unto  you  through  his  own 
fon.  He  will  not  deny  you  life  everlafting  when 
Chrift  powerfully  intercedes  for  you.  Praifed  be 
God,  who  has  enabled  you  to  entertain  fuch  a 
glorious  hope,  as  no  pov/er,  no  fplt-ndour,  no 
luftof  this  world,  and  not  your  own  reafon  itfelf 
could  procure  you.  May  he  preferve  you  in  this 
hope  until  your  death,  for  Chrift's  fake  ! 

The  Count  was  very  much  moved,  and  pro- 
niifed  to  read  what  I  had  written  on  the  fLibje6t 
of  to-day,  and  which  I  left  him  for  his  further 
perufal.  He  had  liktwife  thofe  fheets  before  him 
which  I  had  given  him  upon  former  fubjeds  to 
read  them  over  again,  to  fee  how  all  thefe 
doctrines  ilood  connecled.     He  faid  : 

*'  He  remembered  that  we  had  agreed  once, 
that  mere  reafon  could  not  have  found  out  the 
doctnne  of  redemption  •,  but  he  found  that 
many  heathen  nations  had  attempted  to  reconcile 
the  Deity,  by  means  of  facrificGi." 

I  ;;nr\vcred  : 
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I  anfwered  :  Confcience  teaches  man  to  recon- 
cile God  for  fins  committed  ;  but  that  facrifices 
were  thought  to  ferve  for  this  purpofe,  was  per- 
haps founded  in  the  Jewifh  difpenfation.  Even 
mere  reafon  might  have  invented  facrifices,  be- 
caufe  they  were  a  proof  that  we  rather  would 
part  with  our  property  than  entertain  the 
thought  of  being  under  God*s  difpleafure.  But 
that  God  would  give  his  own  fon  for  a  facrifice, 
was  the  manner  of  reconciliation  which  we  agreed 
that  reafon  itfelf  could  never  have  found  out. 
After  this  the  Count  faid  : 

"  One  of  my  former  objections  comes  into 
my  mind  again,  which  is :  Why  God  could 
chufe  fo  defpicable  a  people  as  the  Jews  were, 
for  his  peculiar  one  ?'* 

When  I  had  anfwered,  that  it  might  be,  be- 
caufe  they  were  defendants  of  Abraham  the 
friend  of  God,  of  whom  they  had  received 
the  true  natural  religion,  and  that  they  formerly 
were  not  fo  defpicable  as  they  now  are  thought 
to  be,  he  added: 

"  It  is  true,  we  cannot  prove  from  their  being 
fo  defpicable  at  prefent,   that    they   have  been 
always  fo.     Befides,  the  defpicablenefs  of  a  na- 
tion, 
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tion,  is  entirely  a  relative  notion.  An  Englifli- 
man  defpifes  a  Frenchman,  and  a  Frenchman 
thinks  his  nation  the  mod  refpeftable  one  v.nder 
the  fun." 

T'he  nineteenth  Conference.    April  the  \Jl. 

'TT^HE  Count  being  told  that  fince  he  be- 
-*-  lieved  the  dodlrine  of  redemption,  he 
could  not  but  believe  the  other  myfteries,  be- 
caufe  they  were  founded  upon  the  fame  authori- 
ty i    he  anfwered : 

"  I  (hall  make  no  difficulties  about  that ;  if 
the  one  be  true,  the  otlier  mufl  be  fo  likewife. 
You  have  hitherto  fatisfied  my  reafon,  and  I  do 
not  doubt  but  you  will  be  able  to  do  it 
further."  ■ .  ;'■: 

I  continued  :  If  Chrift  is  ,the  only  begotten 
Son  of  God,  and  has  of  God  his  divine  Efience, 
he  rauft  be  the  true  God.  The  New  Teftament 
and  Chrift  himfelf  teaches  this.  It  appears 
likewife  from  John  v.  i8.  that  the  Jews  under- 
ftood  him  very  well,  for  they  fought  the  more 
to  kill  him,  not  only  becaufe  he  had  broken 
the  Sabbath,  but  faid,  that  God  was  his  father, 
making  himfelf  equal  with  God.     Chrift  con* 

I  firmed 
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firmed  what  he  had  faid,  by  what  follows,  par- 
ticularly ver.  21,  22,  23.  Let  us  mind  the  fol- 
lowing three  reafons:  "  The  Son  quickeneth 
whom  he  will  •,  all  judgment  is  committed  unto 
the  Son  -,  all  men  fhould  honour  the  Son,  even 
as  they  honour  the  Father.'* 

St.  Paul  treats  likewife,  Heb.  i.  of  the 
divinity  of  Chrid.  He  calls  him  the  "  Son  of 
God,  by  whom  the  worlds  are  made-.  The 
brightnefs  of  God's  glory,  and  the  exprefs  image 
of  his  perfon."  He  applies  «an  exprefllon  of 
Pfal.  xlv.  7.  where  God  is  addreflcd,  to  Chrift, 
and  calls  him  ablblutely  God. 

When  I  had  read  and  explained  to  the  Count, 
the  two  pafiages  of  John  v.  and  Heb.  i.  he 
faid  :  "  It  is  undeniable,  that  it  was  the  intention 
of  Jefus  and  of  Paul  to  tell  the  Jews  that  the 
3on  is  God.'* 

Having  more  fully  propofed  and  proved  this 
doftrine  of  Chrift's  Divinity,  the  Count,  at  the 
conclufion  of  the  whole,  faid; 

"  I  cannot  defcribe  to  you,  how  much  my 
rcafon  is  fatisfied  on  account  of  thefe  myfteries 
of  religion.     The  more  we  think  upon  them, 

the 
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the  more  of  divine  wifdom  we  difeoveY  in  theftn.' 
We  muft  only  avoid  afking  everjr  where: 
Why  ? — We  muft  reft  fatisfied  with  the  autho- 
rity of  their  author.  Even  in  human  fciences 
this  modefty  is  requifite  r  clfe  we  never  (houki 
come  to  any  certainty.  Moft  common  things 
may  employ  our  refearches  for  all  oiir  life'  time, 
before  we  difcover  the  firft  caufe..  Every 
why  F  would  draw  innumerable  queftions  of 
the  fame  nature  after  it,  though  our  reafon  is 
not  calculated  to  go  in  infinitum.** 

The  Count  had  now  finiOied  the  hiftory  of 
Chrill's  fufferings,  and  had  found  the  miracles 
that  happened  at  the  death  of  Chrift  very  re- 
markable.    He  afked :  ... 

*'  If  any  other  hiftorians,  belides  the  E varl* 
gelifts,  made  any  mention  of  therh  ?" 

He  was  told  that  Phlegon,  Tertullian  and 
Lucian,  made  mention  of  this  famous  eclipfe. 
Upon  this  the  Count  faid  ; 

"  He  had  fpoken  yefterday  with  fomebody, 
who  would  not  allow  thefe  events  to  be  real 
miracles,  becaufc  they  could  be  fully  accounted 
for  by  mere  natural  caufcs-,  but  that  he  had 
told  him,  it  was  neverthelefs  remarkable, 
I  2  that 
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thai  thcfe  events  fhould  have  happened  at  the 
time  when  Chrift  died,  and  even  at  the  hour  of 
his  death.  It  feemed  as  if  God,  even  by  this 
very  circumftance,  would  raife  people's  attention 
to  the  death  of  Jefus." 

I  told  him,  Jie  might  have  added,  that  this 
cclipfe  happened  on  the  day  before  Eafter,  when, 
at  the  time  of  the  full  moon,  this  event  could 
not  take  place  in  the  natural  way. 

The  father  of  the  Count  had  defired  me  in  a 
fetter,  which  I  had  lately  received,  to  alTure  his 
fon  of  the  continuation  of  his  love  and  intcr- 
celTion  before  God.  I  communicated  to  him 
the  letter.  He  would  fain  have  anfwered  fome- 
thing,  but  his  grief  of  heart  prevented  it. 
When  I  left  him  half  an  hour  after:  "  He 
begged  me  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  to  write  to  his 
parents,  and  to  tell  them  that  he  certainly  hoped 
to  affbrd  them  the  only  comfort  they  wifhed 
for,  which  was,  to  find  them  again  before 
the  throne  of  God,  amongft  thofe  that  have 
received  mercy.'*  3 
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The  twentieth  Conference,    April  the  ^d, 

^T^HE  chief  fubje<5l  of  this  Conference  was 
-■-  the  do6trine  of  the  Trinity,  as  it  is  taught 
in  the  chriflian  church.  This  doarine  being 
ftated  to  him  in  the  mofl:  fimple  manner,  he 
faid; 

"It  appeared  to  him  fo  as  to  excite  his  vene- 
ration. But  as  he  was  now  a  convinced  chri- 
ftian,  as  to  the  theoretical  parts  of  Chrift's  re- 
ligion, he  wifiied  only  to  be  the  fan^f,  as  tp 
the  practical  parts  of  it." 

I  gave  him  joy  of  having  now  adopted  the 
religion  of  Jefus  with  all  his  heart.  If  you  now 
lofe  your  life,  you  will  find  infinite  cornpenfation 
in  eternity. — He  anfwered : 

"  Certainly  I  fhall  lofe  nothing.  The  lofs 
would  have  been  irreparable,  if  I  had  re- 
mained in  my  former  fituation.  For  in  all  pro- 
bability I  fhould  never  have  become  a  chriflian. 
But  I  know  now  for  certain,  that  if  it  was  pof- 
fible  for  me  to  live  any  longer  in  this  world,  I 
fhould  never  quit  religion  again.  I  have  been 
I  3  often- 
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oftentimes  obftinate  in  my  opinions,   and  here  I 
(hould  b?  fp  for  good  reafons,'* 

He  being  told  in  what  manner  he  might  fhew 
and  convince  himfelf  of  being  a  practical  chri- 
ftianj  KJaid;.  ,..._...,.. 

« I  am  ready  to  do  any  thing  demanded  in  this  : 
rcfpedt.      It  gives  me  pleafure  to  find   myfelf . 
willing  for  this.     I  look  upon  it  as  a  gcod  fign. 
Formerly  I  fhould  not  have  been  fo.     I  would 
not  have  facrificed  my  vicious  inclinations.     I 
ihail  confider  in  what  manner  I  may  give  you 
and  rn)'felf  convincing  proofs  of  the  fincerity  of 
my  piefcnt  lentiments.      You  frequently  have 
dropt  a  hint,  as  if  you  thought  I  had  ftill  too 
great  an  opinion  of  my  adminiftration  of  public 
affairs.     1  have  taken  my  own  time  to  go  into 
the  detail   of    it  -,    I   have   fearched  the    very 
fprings,  and  I  will  not  conceal  before  you  the 
rcfult  of  my  enquiries.     Believe  me  then,  that 
I  had  no  intention  of  doing  mifchief.     Volup- 
tuoufnefs  and  vanity  were  the  fprings  of  all  that  I 
did.     The  great  opinion  I  had  of  my  abilities, 
apd  which  was  fiipported  by  others,  made  m?' 
refolve,  at  my  firft  coming  into  Denmark,  to  a<ft  a 
great   part.     I  cannot  fay  I  ever   imagined   it 
would  be  fuch  as  J  have  fince  afted.      But 
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you  know,  opportunities  and  circumftances  lead 
us  fometimes  farther  than  we  thought  of  in  the 
beginning.  One  ftep  follows  the  other.  Even 
from  this  you  may  conclude,  that  I  abfolutely 
muft  find  the  whole  chain  of  my  enterprizes 
reproachful  before  God  and  my  own  confcience. 
— But  at  the  fame  time,  I  am  confcious,  that  1 
was  no  enemy  to  what  the  great  world  called 
virtue  and  honefty.  I  do  not  tell  you  this  in 
my  own  praife.  I  know  this  is  not  owing  to 
my  endeavours,  but  rather  a  confequence  of  my 
natural  way  of  thinking,  and  every  man  has  a 
certain  general'  love  of  virtue.  That  I  miffed 
my  intention,  was  my  own  fault.  I  was  look- 
ing out  for  what  is  good,  but  I  did  not  find  it, 
for  I  took  not  reafon  and  religion,  but  paflion 
for  my  guide." 

He  had  now  finilhed  Spalding's  book  on  the 
value  of  the  inward  feelings  of  chriftianity.  He 
returned  me  thanks  for  having  it  given  to  him, 
and  added : 

"  My  ideas  of  that  reformation  in  man, 
which  is  to  be  brought  about  by  converfion, 
arc  greatly  redlified  by  this  book.  I  own  with 
joy,  I  find  chriftianity  more  amiable  the'  more  I 
get  acquainted  with  it.  I  never  knew  it  before^ 
I  4  1  be- 
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I  believed  it  contradided  reafon  and  the  natui« 
of  man,  whofe  religion  it  was  defigned  to  be.  I 
thought  it  an  artfully  contrived  and  ambiguous 
dodrinc,  full  of  incomprehenfibilities.  When- 
ever I  formerly  thought  on  religion  in  fome 
fcrious  moments,  I  had  always  an  idea  in  my 
mind  how  it  ought  to  be,  which  was,  it  (hould 
be  fimple  and  accommodated  to  the  abilities  of 
men  in  every  condition.  I  now  find  chriftianity 
to  be  exactly  fo  j  it  anfwers  entirely  that  idea 
which  I  had  formed  of  true  religion.  Had  I 
but  formerly  known  it  was  fuch,  I  (hould  not 
have  delayed  turning  chriftian  till  this  time  of 
my  imprifonment.  But  I  had  the  misfortune  to 
be  prejudiced  againft  religion,  firfl  through  my 
own  palTicns,  but  afterwards  likewife  through 
fo  many  human  inventions,  foifted  into  it,  o^ 
which  I  could  fee  plainly  that  they  had  no  foun- 
dation, though  they  were  fliled  eflential  parts  of 
chriftianity.  I  was  offended  when  God  was 
always  reprefented  to  me  as  an  angry  jealous, 
Judge,  who  is  much  pleafed  when,  he  has  an 
opportunity  of  (hewing  his  revenge,  though  I 
knew  he  was  love  itfelf ;  and  am  now  convinced, 
that  though  he  muft  punifh,  yet  he  takes  no 
kind  of  delight  in  it,  and  is  rather  for 
pardoning.  From  my  infancy,  I  have 
known  but  few  chriftians  that  had  not  fcanda- 

lized 
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lized  me  by  their  enthufiafm,  and  wickednefs, 
which  they  wanted  to  hide  under  the  cloak  of 
piety.  I  knew  indeed  that  not  all  chriftians 
were  fuch,  or  talked  fuch  an  affefled  language ; 
but  I  was  too  volatile  to  enquire  of  better 
chriftians  after  the  true  fpirit  of|  religion. 
Frequently  I  heard  fermons  in  my  youth,  but 
they  made  no  imprefTion  upon  me.  That  with- 
out Chrift  there  was  no  falyation,  was  the  only 
^ruth  whjch  ferved  for  a  fubjed  in  all  fermons, 
and  this  was  repeated  over  and  over  again  in 
fynonimous  exprefilons.  But  it  was  never  itt 
jn  its  true  light,  and  never  properly  proved.  I 
faw  people  cry  at  church,  but  after  their  tears- 
were  dried  up,  J  found  them  in  their  actions  not 
in  the  leaft  better,  but  rather  allowing  them- 
felves  in  every  iranlgreHion,  upon  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  faithful  believers.  Laftly,  I 
could  not  comprehend  thofe  inward  feelings 
which  many  chriftians  pretend  to  have.  It  ap- 
peared to  me  unnatural  and  miraculous.  Never- 
thelcfs,  it  has  made  me  uneafy  during  our  ac- 
quaintance, that  I  have  found  nothing  of  thefe 
inward  feelings:  and  I  believe  you  have  ob- 
ferved  my  uneafmefs.  I  found  my  real  forrow 
for  my  fins  not  adequate  to  thofe  expreflions, 
which  I  had  heard  frequently  in  my  youth,  and 

^vhich  had  terrified  me  fo  much.     I  endeavour-- 

ed 
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cc!  tbticlgTiteri  fiiy  grief  to  Inch  a  degree  :  but 
I  fawon  the  other  fide,  that  tlijs  forcing  myfelf, 
by  means  of  imagination,  was  not  that  grief  I 
fbught  forj  or  v/hat  might  have  pleafed  God. 
Spalciing^s  book  has  fatisfied  me  on  this  account. 
I  am  now  fure  that  the  chief  point  is  a  con- 
fidence ■  in  God  through  Chrifl,  and  a  true 
reformation  of  mind  from  what  is  bad  to  what 
is  good.  1  myfelf  can  find  out  and  be  fenfible, 
"whether  I  have  this  confidence,  and  I  myfelf 
am  able  to  judge,  whether  fuch  a  reformation  has 
taken  place  within  my  mind. 


The  twenty-jirjl  Conference,  April  the  ^th, 

T  Repeated  to  the  Count  all  we  had  done 
-■-  together  hitherto,  and  furveyed  with  him 
afreih  the  whole  way  that  brought  him  to 
where  he  now  was.     After  which  he  faid : 

"  That  his  prefent  eafe  of  mind  was  quite  a 
different  thing,  from  what  he  believed  he  had 
formerly.  Now  he  found  himfelf  really  compofed, 
whereas  he  formerly  only  forced  himfelf  to  appear 

to 
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to  be  fo.  Perhaps  he  might  have  been  able  to 
die  with  an  outfide  appearance  of  firmnefs,  but 
he  believed  he  fhould  have  found  himfelf  quite 
different,  from  what  he  hoped  to  find  now  in 
the  hour  of  death." 

t 

The  formal  impeachment  of  the  Count  was 
to  come  on  in  a  few  days,  and  he  was  fiimmoncd 
to  appear  in  perfon  to  hear  it,  and  to  produce 
what  he  might  have  to   fay  in  his  defence. 

This  he  told  me,  and  afked  my  advice, 
whether  he  Ihould  let  his  affairs  have  their  own 
way,  or,  whether  he  fhould  make  the  befl  de- 
fence he  could  ? 

I  told  him,  chriftianity  never  forbad  him  to 
ufc  all  lawful  means  to  fave  himfelf. 

"  Among  the  crimes,"  faid  he,  "  that  will 
be  laid  to  my  charge,  there  is  one  incapable  of 
any  apology  or  mitigation.  I  fee  therefore  that 
the  probability  of  faving  my  life  is  by  far  inferior 
tQ  that  of  fuffering  death.  And  befides,  I  fee 
nothing  plcafing  before  me,  even  if  I  fhoujd 
fave  my  life.  Imprifonment  for  life  would  be 
unfupportable  to  me.     However,  I  cannot  c'eny 
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that  I  fhiver  when  I  think  on  the  hour  of  dcaA 
under  fuch  circumftances !  Confider,  if  you 
pleafe,  what  you  would  advife  me  to." 

I  do  not  fee  any  hopes  for  you,  faid  I.  Gq* 
vernment  has  ordered  you  a  council.  He  knows 
the  laws  better  than  I  do,  and  therefore  can  tell 
you  beft  what  you  have  to  hope,  and  what  not. 
Your  judges  are  confcientious  men,  and  well 
verfed  in  the  law. 

**  I  am  convinced  of  that,  faid  he  j  they  treated 
me  like  honeft  people." 

Being  advifed  not  to  flatter  himfclf  with  vaio 
hopes  of  faving  his  life,  he  gave  me  his  hand» 
and  promifed  that  he  would  guard  againft  it. 

"  I  believe,  faid  he,  God  will  not  be  difpleafcd, 
that  I  feel  the  inftindt  of  preferving  my  life,  which 
hehimfelfhas  implanted.  I  hope,  at  the  fame 
time,  that  if  I  am  to  die,  even  then  I  fhall  be 
fupported  by  a  profpeft  (at  leaft)  of  not  being 
worfe  off  in  eternity  than  I  4m  now. — And  do  you 
think  I  fliould  do  wrong,  if  I,  at  my  approaching 
painful  and  ignominious  death,  call  to  my  aflift- 
ance  all  the  natural  and  even  acquired  fortitude 
Vhich  I  am  pofleffed  of?" 

I  told 
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I  told  him  it  would  not  be  wrong  if  he  did, 
but  without  any  views  of  vanity.  I  hoped,  how- 
e\'er,  religion  would  afford  a  much  better  and  a 
much  furer  comfort,  and  prove  a  fupport  ade- 
quate to  his  fufferings. 

I 

He  read  at  prefent  the  Epiftles  of  Paul  to  the 
Corinthians  ;  and  faid,  he  obferved  in  St.  Paul  a 
^reat  genius,  much  wifdom,  and  true  philofo- 
phy.  He  was  particularly  pleafed  with  his  de- 
cifion  of  the  difputed  queftion  :  Whether  it  was 
ric^ht  to  eat  what  was  facrificed  to  the  idols  ?  He 
faid,  it  did  honour  to  his  prudence. 

I  now  gave  him  Spalding's  fermons  to  read, 
which  he  took  with  great  readinefs,  being  very 
partial  to  the  author. 

^be  twenty-fecond  Conference.  April  the  6tb, 

'TT^  O  (hew  the  Count  how  far  his  reformation 
•*'  and  his  intentions  of  doing  good  were  fin- 
cere,  and  how  far  his  hopes  of  having  received 
God*s  mercy  were  well  grounded,  I  laid  the 
folio v/ing  queflions  for  fclf-exami nation  before 
him,  and  took  his  anfwcrs  down  in  writing,  that 
I  might  confider  them  by  myfelf  when  alone, 
and  tell  him  afterwards  my  opinion  how  far  I 
found  them  agreeing  with  the  fenfe  of  the  Gofpel. 

The 


The  following  are  the  principal  que{Uons  and 
his  anfwers. 

Are  you  heartily  forry  that  you  have  offended 
God  by  thofe  voluptuous  thoughts  and  adions  of 
which  you  find  yourfelf  guilty  ? 

"  1  look,  upon  it  as  one  of  my  greateft  crimes, 
and  know  that  It  has  led  me  further  and  further 
from  that  truth  which  I  might  have  found  in  the 
knowledge  of  religion,  and  I  confider  it  as  the 
principal  fource  of  all  my  crimes  and  vices." 

Do  you  think  on  thefe  tranfgreflions  with  de- 
teflation,  which  gave  you,  according  to  your 
former  fentiments,  the  greatefl  pleafure  r* 

*'  I  think  not  only  with  indifference  on  all 

thofe  fenfual  plealures,  but  even  I  hate  them, 

.  fince  I  find  how  oppbfite'and  detrimental  they 

are  to  real  happinefs." 

•■  ";  v: ,"  . '  ■    ~      "  '^ 

Do  you  believe,  that  if  you  had  for  the  future 
any  more  opportunities  to  commit  thefe  fins,  you 
would  avoid  them  out  of  obedience  to  God  ? 

"  I  am  fure  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  avoid 
them  for  any  other  reafon.  Therefore,  fincc  I 
begin  to  tafte  the  happinefs  of  virtue,  and  am 
fure  that  I  cannot  acquire  it  but  by  a  true  fear  of 

God 
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Cod  and  the  defirc  of  afling  accordmg  to  his 
.'will,  I  am  determined  never  to  lofe  fight  of  this. 
I  fliall  endeavour  to  redtify  all  my  principles  and 
actions  by  the  efficacious  afliftance  of  thefe  means, 
which  I  am  become  acquainted  with  through  the 
knowledge  of  God  and  his  revelation.'^ 

Are  you  truly  forry  becaufe  you  have  offended 
God  by  leading  on  to  immorali(:y,  and  by  making 
unhappy,  through  your  inclination  for  fenfual 
pleafurcs,  not  only  certain  particular  perfons, 
but  other  people  likewife  ?  />/ r>rj 


*'  I  am  extremely  fprry  that  I  have  rendered 
unhappy  fome  perfons  by  my  principles,  inconfi- 
deratenefs,  and  inclination  for  fenfual  pleafures, 
not  only  by  hindering  their  temporal  welfare,  "but 
likewife  by  corrupting  their  moral  charader.  At 
the  fame  time  I  repent  very  much  that  I  have  fet 
fo  bad  an  example,  and  thereby  fpoUed  the  good 
morals  of  others.  I  reproach  myfelf  on  account 
of  thofe  perfons  whom  I  have  aftually  feduced." 

Do  you  deteft  thofe  tranfgrefllons  to  which 
your  ambition  has  inftigated  you?  the  falle 
principles  upon  which  you  founded  your  ambi- 
tion, and  the  unlawful  means  you  have  ufed  to 
fatisfy  it? 

"  The 
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"  The  firil  moral  principles^  according  to 
which  I  a<5bed,  were  againft  God's  precepts,  arid 
were  founded  iipoh  a  fyftem  of  honour  which  I 
myfelf  had  formed,  and  where  the  principal  view 
was  always  to  gratify  my  own  defines  and  felf-in- 
tereftednels.  According  to  my  prefent  convi<5lion, 
I  cannot  but  think  the  whole  chain  of  my  aftions 
in  regard  to  honour  reproachful,  even  then  when  1 
might  juftify  or  excufe  them  before  the  world." 

Are  you  forry  that  the  happinefs  of  fo  many 
people,  befides  that  of  your  friends,  who  fuffef 
with  you  now,  has  been  made,  a  faciifice  to 
your  ambition,  during  the  time  of  your  exalted 
ftation  ? 

"  I  own  I  cannot  excufe  before  God  my  having 
thought  too  (lightly  of  other  people's  happinefs. 
I  abufed  the  maxim  that  a  fmgle  member  of  fo- 
ciety  might  firffer  for  the  benefit  of  the  whole. 
God  has  recommended  to  us  tiie  love  of  our 
neighbour  as  the  chief  of  virtues,  which  requires 
that  every  one  fhall  promote  the  temporal  welfare 
of  fingle  perfons  as  much  as  lies  in  his  power,  at 
leaft  fliall  he  not  deftroy  ir.  All  my  political 
reafons,  wiiich  then  determined  me  to  aft  fo, 
will  not  excufe  me  or  quiet  my  confcience. 
And  as  for  the  misfortunes  of  my  friends,  I  feel 

them 
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them  fo  much  the  more,  fince  my  natural  tender- 
nefs  on  this  point  difpofes  me  already  for  it." 

Do  you  repent  of  that  prefumption  with  which 
you  placed  yourfelf  at  the  helm  of  adminiftra- 
tion,  gave  laws,  and  trifled  with  the  happinefs 
of  the  nation  ? 

**  I  find  myfelf  guilty  of  this  in  my  confcience. 
if  even  I  could  derive  fome  excufes  from  the 
circumftances  I  was  in,  and  v/hich  drew  me  in 
further  than  I  thought  in  the  beginning ;  I  am 
neverthelefs  always  to  be  blamed,  for  not  making 
a  ftronger  oppofition,  and  not  taking  my  m.o-- 
tives  for  doing  it  from  religion,  where  I  miglir 
have  found  them." 

Are  you  fully  determined  to  profefs  chrifti- 
anity  until  your  end,  and  will  you  ever  adl  ac- 
cording to  its  precepts  ? 

"  I  now  glory  as  much  in  chriftianity  and  in 
acknowledging  my  former  errors,  as  I  then 
did  in  treating  it  with  contempt.  My  refolution, 
which  is  founded  upon  convidlion,  gives  me  the 
furefl  hope  that  I,  in  all  circumflances,  lliall  keep 
to  it,  and  obferve  its  precepts  until  my  end." 

Are  you  confcious  that  you  bear  no  hatred 

againft  thofe  whom  you  think  your  enemies,  nor 
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agalnft  thofe  who  haye  promoted  your  prcfent 
misfortunes  ? 

"  Since  my  temper  is  not  revengeful,  I  am 
lefs  inclined  to  hatred,  and  1  truft  that  thofe  per- 
fons  who  are  the  caufe  of  my  misfortunes,  have 
been  afting  from  conviftion,  and  with  an  intent 
to  promote  the  intereft  of  the  king  and  the  king- 
dom. And  if  even  fome  people  fhonld  have 
afted  from  perfonal  enmity,  I  forgive  it  very 
readily." 

Are  you  confcious  that  you  fpoTce  the  truth 
before  your  judges,  and  in  your  converfation 
with  me  ?  Do  you  likewife  propofe  to  fpeak  truth 
in  what  you  fhall  fay  to  your  counl'el,  in  your 
defence  ? 

"  I  do  not  remember  to  have  fpoken  before 
my  judges  one  untruth  wilfully,  unlefs,  perhaps, 
for  want  of  memory,  fome  miftake  has  happened. 
•Still  lefs  do  I  know  of  any  thing  untrue  which  I 
might  have  fpoken  to  you.  I  intend  likewife  not 
to  fay  any  thing  in  my  defence,  that  fhould  not 
agree  with  truth." 

Do  you  find  a  true  defire  to  be  pardoned  by 
God,  through  the  merits  of  Chrift,  and  do  you 
truft  in  God  that  he  will  not  refufe  it  ? 

«'  I  have 
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"  I  have  no  other  hopes  but  what  are  founded 
in  God's  pardon,  and  I  am  convinced,  that  there 
are  no  other  means  for  me  to  obtain  it  but  the  me- 
rits of  Chrift.  I  ftrive  to  qualify  myfelf  for  this 
through  fincere  faith  in  my  Redeemer,  and  by 
making  my  thoughts  and  fentiments  conformable 
to  his  will.  I  pray  to  God  to  ftrengfhen  me  in 
this  refped,  fmce  1  find  within  myfelf  nothing 
but  incapacity  and  weaknefs." 

Do  you  look  upon  this  pardon  of  God  as  the 
greateft  favour  that  can  be  conferred  upon  you  ; 
greater  than  even  the  faving  of  your  temporal 
life  ? 

"  The  faving  of  my  life  and  all  other  tempo- 
ral emoluments  appear  to  me  but  very  fmall  in 
comparifon  of  everlafting  happinefs,  which  my 
inward  feeling  has  made  me  experience  already." 

Do  you  acknowledge  yourfelf  obliged,  on  ac- 
count of  this  pardon,  to  love  God  and  your  Re- 
deemer fmcerely,  and  will  you  ftrive  to  increale 
this  love  ? 

"  The  more  I  grow  convinced,  the  more  im- 
preflion  the  mercy  of  God  and  of  my  Redeemer 
makes  upon  me,  and  increafes  my  love  and  gra- 
titude towards  him.** 

K  2  Are 
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Are  you  determined  to  Ihew  this  love  towards 
God,  by  a  ready  obedience  to  his  will,  as  long  as 
you  fhall  have  time  for  it  ? 

*'  Since  I  hope  to  be  more  and  more  convinced 
of  the  love  of  God  towards  me,  and  fince  I  ac- 
knowledge that  what  he  has  decreed  relating  to 
me,  is  in  all  rcfpeds,  particularly  in  regard  to  my 
foul,  the  mcft  advantageous,  I  am  Hire  that  I 
fhall  fubmit  to  all  his  will,  without  murmuring 
and  without  reluctance. " 

Suppofe  your  dcatli  fliould  within  a  few  days, 
by  the  interpofition  of  God's  govcrjimenr,  be- 
come unavoidable,  would  you  i'uffer  it  humbly 
and  confiding  in  God,  terrifying  as  tlie  circum- 
llances  may  be  which  (hall  attend  it  ? 

"  As  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  fupported  by 
that  confidence  which  I  place  in  God,  I  fhall  die 
with  a  chriiiianlike  rcfolution. 

Are  you  refolved  to  derive  all  your  comfort 
only  from  religion,  and  not  to  call  in  for  allift- 
ance  a  fecret  ambition,  or  an  aficCted  fortitude  ? 

"  I  have  refigned  every  thing  which  may  be 
called  ambition,  and  have  been  obliged  to  do  it ; 
I  am  therefore  fure  that  in  the  laft  moments  of 
my  life  I  Ihail  not  be  diflurbcd   by  this  pafllon. 

I  rather 
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1  rather  fliall  derive  all  my  comforts  from  reli- 
gion. Even  my  former  ambition  v/ould  not 
have  led  me  to  affedtation.  Without  religion  I 
fhouk!  have  died  as  to  my  outward  appearance 
juil  as  I  fek  myfelf  inwardly.  Properly  fpeaking, 
I  have  been  obftinate  only  in  defending  my  opi- 
nions, and  in  this  refpe(5t  I  might,  perhaps,  too 
often  have  been  guilty  of  afTedlation." 

The  Count  affured  me,  on  the  clofe  of  this 
examination,  that  he  in  all  refpeds  had  told  me 
exadlly  the  fentiments  of  his  heart. — When  I  was 
going  to  leave  him,  he  begged  I  would  flay  a 
little  longer,  fmce  he  had  fomething  to  commu- 
nicate to  me. 

"  I  have  been  confidering,  faid  he,  about 
what  I  afked  your  advice  the  other  day.  I  fee 
plainly  my  life  cannot  be  favcd ;  I  am  likewife 
eafy  about  it,  and  I  hop:;:  the  vv'ifh  to  live  longer 
will  diilurb  me  no  more,  though  I  do  not  know 
how  I  fliall  be  afFeded  when  I  am  very  near  death. 
If  the  awful  moment  was  but  once  pad,  I  then 
fliall  have  lolt  nothing.  If,  wlicn  I  am  going  to 
fuffer  death,  I  am  but  capable  of  thinking,  I  .am 
fure  to  find  compofuie  and  comfort  in  religion.'* 

And  if  you  flioukl  not  be  able  to  remember, 
faid  I,  I  fliall  put  you  in  mind  of  it,  though  I  do 
not  know  how  much  I  myfelf  fliall  be  affeded. 
K  3  *'  I  wi(h 


(     134    ) 

"  I  wifh  only  you  may  not  be  too  much  af- 
fe<5ted,  faid  he,  for  this  would  add  to  my  fuf- 
ferings." 

I  fhall  do  as  much  as  I  can  to  moderate  my 
tender  feelings,  and  I  believe  to  be  able  to  do 
this,  if  I  can  have  hopes  that  you  die  a  chriftian. 

*'  I  have  been,  faid  he,  very  uneafy  a]|^it 
another  thing.  You  know  my  chief  c^Be. 
You  know  that  by  confefling  it,  othd^K*- 
fons  to  whom  I  lie  under  great  pbli^^Ks, 
are  rendered  like  wife  unhappy.  I  h^^Been 
thinking  whether  it  had  not  been  my  duty,  on 
their  account,  not  to  have  confefled,  fmce  grati- 
tude and  friendlhip  feemed  to  demand  it.  I  have 
been  very  uneafy  about  it.  But  I  took  to  prayers, 
as  now  my  conftant  praftice  is,  when  I  am 
imder  anxiety,  and  confidered  this  whole  mat- 
ter on  all  fides,  diredting  my  heart  perpetu- 
ally towards  God.  I  found  that  my  denying 
would  hinder  truth  from  appearing,  and  from 
making  its  way  as  it  ought.  I  faw  that  it  would 
be  ftili  worfe  to  cover  one  crime  with  another, 
which  would  fill  me  with  anxiety  of  confcience, 
and  make  me  incapable  of  receiving  God's  par- 
don. And  certainly  the  requeft  would  be  unjuft, 
that  for  the  fake  of  faving  others  I  fliould  facri- 
fice  my  everlafting  falvation.     I  found,  laftly, 
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that  if  I  had  denied  every  thing  hitherto,  I  now 
ihould  have  difcovered  it  to  you,  and  defired  you 
to  acquaint  my  judges  with  it.  By  reafoning  in 
this  manner,  I  have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  quiet 
my  mind.  I  do  not  care  now  if  people,  who 
have  no  notion  what  it  is  to  be  anxious  about 
everlafting  falvation,  fhould  think  me  fo  be  both 
a  faithlefs  man  and  a  traitor.  My  confeflion  mud 
be  approved  of  by  all  true  and  rational  chriftians. 
However,  the  misfortune  that  has  befallen  my 
friends  on  account  of  my  confeflion,  grieves  me 
more  than  I  am  able  to  exprefs  :  I  can  pay  them 
no  other  damages,  but  by  praying  to  God  to 
give  them  the  comfort  of  religion  and  virtue. 
This  is  what  I  continually  am  praying  for  -,  and 
if  thefe  prayers  are  granted,  I  am  fure  their  lofs 
is  fufRciently  repaid." 

T^he  twenty-third  Conference,  April  the  ^th. 

^~r^  H  E  Count  being  told  that  his  anfwers  to 
•*'  the  queftions  propofed  to  him  yefterday 
were  fuch  as  proved,  that  he  hitherto  had  ful- 
filled thofe  conditions,  under  v.'hich  God  had 
promifed  to  grant  his  pardon,    he  faid  : 

*'  I  thank  God  that  my  peace  of  mind  is  like- 
wife  a  proof  of  my  being  not  rejefted  by  God. 
J  cannot  but  perluade  m>  jtlf  jtr^t  although  now 
K  in 
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in  my  fetters,  and  near  a  difgraceful  death,  I  am 
by  far  more  happy  than  I  was  in  my  former 
grandeur." 

When  I  had  convinced  hi:n  from  Scripture 
paflages,  that  my  judgment  was  well  grounded, 
and  had  comforted  him  by  telling  him,  that  the 
more  he  got  acquainted  with  the  advantages  of 
his  converfion,  the  more  his  faith  would  increafe, 
and  fupply  him  with  infinite  comfort  againft 
death,  he  faid  : 

"  Yes,  I  hope  to  experience  that  my  death  is 
but  one  difficult  flep,  and  every  thing  I  lofe  by 
it  fliall  infinitely  be  repaid  to  me." 

Some  exhortation  being  given,  he  faid  ; 
"  That  every  night  he  examined  himfelf  whether 
he  had  done  or  thought  any  thing  that  might 
difpleafe  God  •,  if  fo,  he  prayed  for  forgivenefs 
for  Chrift's  fake,  and  repeated  all  his  good  pur- 
pofes,  together  with  their  motives.  I  believe 
likcwife,  faid  he,  that  I  can  pray  now  with 
more  chearfulncfs.  Hitherto  I  found  myfclf 
always  unA-orthy,  but  I  have  ventured  to  pray, 
trufling  to  God's  mercy." 

Being  advifed  to  thank  God  for  all  the  grace  he 
had  fhewn  him  during  the  time  of  his  conver- 
iion^  he  anfwered : 

"  I  remember 
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**  I  remember  with  gratitude  thofe  powerful 
impreffions  made  upon  me  by  perufing  many  of 
the  paffages  in  thofe  books  I  have  been  reading; 
in  particular  when  I  was  reading  the  Life  of 
Chrift.  I  own  my  inclination  to  look  out  for 
truth  and  to  embrace  it,  has  increafed  thereby 
from  time  to  time,"  *  . 

Juft  when  I  was  leaving  the  Count,  he  faid: 
"  I  am  come  now  to  a  refolution  how  I  Ihall  aft 
in  regard  to  my  defence.  I  fee  neither  my  life 
can  be  faved,  nor  my  aftions  be  juftified,  never- 
thelefs,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  ihevv,  that  fome  are 
not  quite  fo  bad  as  they  appear  to  be ;  for  you 
know,  to  confider  our  adions  in  a  moral  light  be- 
fore God,  and  in  a  political  one  before  the  world, 
are  two  different  things.  I  know  how  bad  mine 
appear  in  the  former  ;  but  it  does  not  follow  that 
a  thing  fhould  be  equally  as  bad  when  confidered 
in  a  political  light,  as  it  may  be  in  a  moral  one. 
I  Ihall  reft  fatisfied  to  fhev/  (for  more  I  cannot  do) 
that  my  political  miftakes  were  the  confequences 
of  error,  precipitation  and  paffion,  but  not  of  a 
defign  to  do  mifchief.  I  think  I  owe  this  to 
truth,  and  even  religion  itfelf,  as  far  as  n-y  con- 
yerfion  may  either  promote  or  hinder  its  intereft. 
If,  by  keeping  filence,  I  had  allowed  that  I  had 
J)ad  intentions  (though  I  do  not  recolleft  any 
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jnyfelf)»  it  perhaps  then  could  eafily  have  hap- 
pened, that  my  converfion  would  have  been  looked 
upon  as  weaknefs  and  confufion  of  mind,  notwith- 
ftanding  it  is  the  produce  of  a  ferious  and  rational 
difquifition.  The  world  might  elfe  have  faid, 
that  a  man  could  eafily  facrifice  his  former  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  when  it  was  a  matter  of  indif- 
ference to  him,  whether  he  was  thought  to  be  a 
profefled  rogue,  or  only  a  man  who  had  tranf- 
grefled  from  error  in  judgment.'* 

The  twenty-fourth  Conference,  April  the  c)th, 

AFTER  reciting  the  happy  confequences  of 
'*  ^  his  converfion,  I  afked  the  Count  if  any 
one  of  thofe  days  of  his  former  grandeur  and  tem- 
poral profperity  had  ever  procured  him  that  true 
tranquillity  of  mind  which  he  now  enjoyed  in  his 
prifon  and  in  his  fetters  ? 

*'  You  are  in  the  right,  anfwered  the  Count ; 
and  if  nothing  elfe  had  made  me  unhappy,  the 
jnfatiablenefs  of  my  pafTions  would  have  done  it, 
for  the  moft  frequent  enjoyments  could  not  fa- 
tisfy  them." 

He  fpoke  likewife  very  fenfibly  about  his  ap- 
proaching death.  "  He  declared  that  death  it- 
felf  (the  terrifying  circumftances  which  his  might 

3  ^^ 


(     139    ) 
be  attended  with  excepted)  prefented  nothing 
dreadful  to  him,  fince  he  knew  where  it  was  to 
condud  him."    He  declared: 

"  It  fhould  not  make  him  iineafy,  if  there  was 
even  any  truth  in  the  opinion  of  thofe  who  al^ 
ferted,  that  the  foul,  when  feparated  €rom  the 
body,  ihould  be  in  a  ftate  of  obfcure  ideas  and 
fenfations,  or  in  a  kind  of  fleep.  For  if  my 
foul  was  not  confcious  of  itfelf,  or  was  only  in 
a  place  of  fecurity  and  eafe,  I  fliould  lofe  no- 
thing by  it.  Should  this  fleep  laft  even  a  thou- 
fand  or  ten  thoufand  years,  it  would  not  make 
|ne  unhappy,  for  during  all  this  time,  I  Ihould 
not  know  of  any  thing.  However,  it  is  by  far 
more  agreeable  to  me  to  learn  from  Scripture, 
that  my  ioul,  inflantly  after  parting  from  the 
body,  fhall  enter,  confcious  of  itfelf,  into  pof- 
feffion  of  its  happinefs." 

Tov/ards  the  clofe  of  this  converfation,  he 
faid:  "  Though  Scripture  tells  us  but  Httle 
about  the  ftate  the  foul  fliall  be  in  during  its 
feparation  from  the  body,  yet  even  this  little  is 
matter  of  great  comfort.  If  God  had  found  it 
ufeful  and  neceffary  to  give  us  further  informa- 
tion, he  would  have  done  it=  It  is  fully  fuf- 
ficient  to  quiet  my  foul,  when  I  know  it  will  be 
in  the  hand  of  God. — From  this  you  may  judge 

hov^ 
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how  much  it  muft  vex  me,  if  now  and  then 
this  thought  returns :  '  perhaps  there  is  no 
eternity  !'  I  examined  myielf  to-day  very  (Iridt- 
ly,  if  perhaps  I  found  a  fccret  pleafure  therein, 
cr  if  I  entertained  an  ob'cure  notion  of  its 
being  true:  but  I  profcfs  I  found  neither  of 
them.  There  is  not  a  fhadovv  of  probabiUty 
left  of  my  former  fyftem,  and  the  flrong  proofs 
of  the  contrary  are  always  before  my  eyes.  Be- 
fides,  I  am  fo  much  inrereded  in  my  being  at  pre- 
ienc  better  informed,  that  I  would  not  part  with 
my  convittion  upon  any  account,  or  aft  wilfully 
contrary  to  it.  If  by  committing  any  crime, 
even  fuch  as  the  world  did  not  acknowledge  to 
be  fuch,  I  could  gain  the  greateft  temporal 
advantage,  I  am  conndnt  I  fliould  not  commit 
it.  If  I  was  promifed  for  certain,  my  life 
fiiould  be  fpared,  and  that  I  fiiould  be  reftored  to 
my  former  fituation,  under  condition  that  I  con- 
tradifted  the  confedion  I  have  made  of  my 
crimes,  and  that  I  confirmed  with  an  oath  my 
new  aficition,  I  am  fure  I  fiiould  rather  die  than 
contradift  truth,  and  take  fuch  an  oath.  I  am 
convinced  I  never  fhould  tl^ink  thus,  where  I 
was  not  perfuaded  of  eternity,  and  rather 
wiihed  or  thought  it  to  be  a  vain  fancy.  But 
I  fee  now  how  difficult  it  is  to  extirpate  fuch 
falfe  ideas,  as  we  were  formerly  fond  of" 

The 


(     HI     ) 

The  Count  had  read  Spalding*s  fermon^, 
and  afuired  me  he  was  much  edified  by  them. 
Some  of  thofe  books  which  had  contributed 
much  to  enlighten  and  reform  him,  he  fent  to 
Count  Brandt,  for  whom  he  fhewed  the  ten- 
dered care.  I  gave  him  this  day  Doddridge's 
treatife  on  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  religion  in  the 
foul.         ■    ■ 

He  defircd  me  to  write  to  his  parents,  and  to 
comfort  them  by  the  account  I  could  now  give 
them  of  him. 

Hhe  twenty -fifth  Conference.  April  the  i  ith. 

A  Converfation  which  the  Count  had  with 
"^  ^  a  perfon  who  difliked  the  reading  of  the 
Bible,  on  account  of  its  ftile,  gave  occafion  to 
fome  remarks  on  the  ftile  of  the  Bible.  Among 
the  refl  he  obferved,  that  tlie  ralleries  of  the 
freethinkers  about  Chrift  and  his  do6lrine,  were 
plain  proofs,  that  they  had  no  intention  of 
afling  honefdy.  "  It  is  in  general  impertinent,  faid 
he,  to  turn  a  virtuous  man  into  ridicule.  The 
old  and  unufual  expreffions  of  the  Bible  cannot 
be  the  true  reafon,  for  which  they  Ihould  think 
them  defcrving  ridicule.  They  do  not  laugh 
at  other  ancient  writings,  which  are  written  in 
fuch  a  ftile.  If  they,  for  inftance,  were  to 
read  tlic  books  of  Confucius,  I  am  fure  they 
2  would 
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Would  not  hefitate  about  his  ftile,  but  praife 
his  morals*  In  the  fame  manner,  they  extoll 
the  fables  of  JE^op^  buc  the  parables  and  nar- 
rations of  Chrift  will  not  pleafe  them  :  notwith- 
(landing  they  are  derived  from  a  greater  know- 
ledge of  nature,  and  contain  more  excellent 
morality.  Befides,  they  are  propofed  with  a 
more  noble  and  artlefs  fimplicity,  than  any 
writings  of  this  kind,  among  ancient  or  modern 
authors.  There  muft  be  therefore  fomething 
elfe  which  prejudices  them  againft  Chrift  ;  and 
I  do  not  know  what  elfe  it  could  be,  but 
their  heart,  which  makes  them  averfe  to  his 
precepts.'* 

Some  days  fince,  the  Count  had  obtained 
leave  to  have  pen  and  ink  •,  and  he  faid,  "  he 
would  make  ufe  of  it,  to  draw  up  the  account  of 
his  converfion,  which  he  had  promifed  to  leave 
behind  him." 

It  will  be,  faid  I,  a  very  acceptable  le- 
gacy to  me.  Write  with  refleflion,  and  I  hope 
it  will  not  be  ufelefs.  It  fhall  remain  an 
authentic  monument  of  your  religion  and 
piety.  I  therefore  leave  it  entirely  to  you, 
to  arrange  your  thoughts  and  to  write  them 
down.  I  will  have  no  other  fhare  in  it,  than  to  tell 

you 


(     H3     ) 

you  in  general  terms,  how  it  is  to  be  drawn  up 
fo  as  to  anfwer  its  intention.  This  intention 
is  partly  to  efface  thofe  impreflions  your  ex- 
ample has  made  upon  the  minds  of  others, 
partly  to  raife  the  attention  of  thofe  that  are  of 
the  fame  way  of  thinking  as  you  formerly  were. 
It  muft  therefore  appear  by  this  writing,  that 
your  fcntiments  about  religion  and  virtue  are 
really  altered.  At  the  fame  time,  you  are  to 
relate  how  this  alteration  was  produced.  I  think 
this  to  be  neceflary,  left  any  body  fliould  doubt 
its  truth.  As  to  your  ftile  and  exprelTions,  it 
muft  be  fuch,  as  will  not  be  difpleafing  to  the 
people  of  the  world,  and  that  others  may  not 
entertain  any  doubt  of  your  having  become  a 
chriftian.  "^  ^ 

"  I  ftiall  endeavour,"  faid  he,  "  to  keep 
thefe  rules  before  my  eyes.  But  if  you  find 
any  miftake,  that  I  perhaps  was  not  fufficiently 
acquainted  with  fome  doctrines,  or  that  Ibme 
paffages  may  be  liable  to  cenfure,  you  are  always 
at  liberty  to  correct  them." 

No,  replied  I,  not  a  fingle  word  (hall  I 
attempt  to  alter.  It  muft  be  entirely  your 
own,  for  fear  fome  people  ftiould  think  it 
fpurious. 

The, 
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The  Coirnt  remembered  the  late  Reverend 
Mr»  Alberti  of  Hamburgh,  with  whom  he  was 
perfonally  acquainted,  and  wiihed  to  read   his 
fermons,  which  I  fent  him. 


T!he  twenty-fixth  Conference.  April  the  1 3/^. 

*«  A  Lberti's  fermons,"  faid  the  Count,  "  have 
-*  ^  much  edified  me.  They  have  like- 
wife  contributed  to  make  me  have  a  greater  re- 
gard for  religion,  and  at  the  fame  time  made  me 
more  compofed  and  happy.'* 

The  to-day's  converfation  turned  upon  the 
do6trine  of  the  refurreiStion  of  the  body.  The 
Count  having  been  made  acquainted  with  the 
arguments  in  favour  of  it,  faid  : 

*'  He  believed  the  chief  objeflions  againfl: 
the  rcfurredlion  of  the  body,  were  ftarted  after 
it  had  been  pofitively  afferted  by  Chrift.  From 
that  tir.-:e,  thofe  who  had  a  bad  confcience,  be- 
came fearful.  They  endeavoured  to  fecure 
thcmll'lvcs  by  fuch  objedtions,  againfl  anxious 
expedatlons."  He  added,  after  fome  other 
rellexions,  "  That  death  was  not  indifferent  to 

him, 
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him,  but  yet  not  terrible.  Neverthelefsj  he 
tcmld  not  deny,  but  that  he  had  great  reafon  to 
repent  of  thofe  actions  by  which  he  had  haflened 
it  i  yet,  fince  this  could  not  be  altered,  and  he 
was  fure  that  his  fins  would  be  forgiven,  he 
had  nothing  that  could  attach  him  to  this  life, 
except  the  natural  inftind  of  felf-pr^rvation  j 
and  he  was  ready  to  leave  this  v/orld  as  foon 
as  God  pleafed  to  call  him.  He  did  not  care 
what  might  become  of  his  body  after  his  de- 
ceafe,  for  it  was  fafe  every  where  under  God's 
care.  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  make  the 
beft  ufe  of  his  time  he  could,  and  endeavour  to 
become  every  day  better  and  more  acceptable 
to  God.  For  this  purpofe,  faid  he,  I  read, 
I  pray,  I  refledl  on  my  former  and  my  prefent 
fituation,  and  compare  them  both ;  I  fpeak  to 
the  officers  about  religion  and  virtue,  but  with- 
out intruding  and  without  affectation," 


T^e  twenty-feventh  Conference.  April  the  \\th, 

"pUture  judgment,  and  everlafting  rewards 
"*■  and  punifhments,  were  the  fubjed  of  this 
Conference.  With  regard  to  eternity  and  fu- 
ture punifhments,  the  Count  expreffed  himfelf 
in  this  manner: 

L  «  If 
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«  If  even  the  puniftiments  of  a  future 
world,  were  only  to  lafl  during  the  life  of  a 
man,  it  would  be  very  terrifying,  and  fufficient 
to  keep  us  from  fin.  It  would  be  dreadful 
enough  if  the  punifliments  confifted  in  nothing 
elfe  but  the  natural  confequences  of  fin,  without 
any  further  difpenfations  of  God.  I  thought 
men  might  be  punifhed  in  eternity  by  thofe 
paflions  to  which  they  were  addicted  in  this 
world.  They  leave  this  world  with  all  their 
internal  appetites,  which  attend  them  in  all 
their  ftrength.  There  is  nothing  in  the  other 
world  to  fatisfy  thefe  defires.  They  confume 
themfelves  in  infatiable  longings,  and  vain 
wifhes.  God  need  only  fay  to  them  :  You  fhall 
remain  as  you  are." 

Being  told  that  fince  his  falutary  reformation, 
he  joyfully  might  exped  his  fentcnce  before 
God's  tribunal,  he  replied,  '*  That  he  really 
waited  with  joy  for  it,  and  truftcd  in  God's 
mercy."  He  faid,  "  His  objedions,  which  he 
formerly  thought  unanfwerable,  were  now 
quite  gone,  or  at  leaft  of  fo  little  confequence, 
tliat  he  doubted  about  the  truth  of  religion  no 
more  than  about  my  being  with  him.  He  was 
now  fo  confcientious,    that  he  examined  every 

thins 
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thing  he  did  and  thought,  whether  it  agreed  with 
the  will  of  God.  And  he  found  himfelf  by 
this  fo  well,  lb  compofed,  fo  happy,  that  he 
"U-as  fure,  he  fhould  Gonltanjtly  think  and  aft 
in  the  fame  mariner." 

As  the  time  of  his  death  drew  near,  I  thought 
pi:opcr  to  infpire  him  with  ideas  of  futurity; 
for  which  purpofe  I  gave  him  Lavater's  Pro- 
fpeds  into  eternity. 


ihe  twenty -eighth  Conference.  April  the  I'jth. 

OpO  day  our  converfation  turned  partly  upon 
-*■  eternity.  On  occafion  of  the  explana- 
tion of  feveral  paflages  of  Scripture,  that  have 
a  relation  to  this  fubjedt,  the  Count  admired 
the  propriety  of  St.  Paul's  exprefitions,  and  the 
images  he  made  ufe  of. 

"  I  find  now,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  from  time 
to  time  get  more  acquainted  with  the  flile  of  the 
Apoftles.  They  write  extremely  well,  now 
and  then  inimitably  beautiful,  and  at  the  fame 
time  with  fimplicity  and  clearnefs."  He  quoted 
feveral  paflages,  particularly  from  the  eighth 
chapter  to  the  Romans.  He  added,  "  I  fliould 
L  2  like 


(    us    ) 

like  to  fee  other  publicans  and  tent-makefs,' 
write  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Evangelifts  and 
Apoftles  did." 

Being  reminded  that  his  uncommon  and  un- 
expedled  calmnefs  and  compofure  of  mind,  was 
a  confcquence  of  his  being  certain  of  God's  par- 
don, he  faid: 

**  It  is  certainly  a  conlequence  of  my  being 
pardoned  for  Chrift's  fake,  and  of  my  being 
confcious  that  my  fentiments  are  altered  j  and  this 
accounts  for  thofe  ill  founded  ideas  of  the  feel- 
ings in  chriftianity.  The  compofed  mind  which 
chriftianity  procures,  is  fuch  a  feeling.  I  have 
it  now  myfelf.  They  were  only  miftaken  in 
explaining  the  reafons  thereof.  Why  fhould 
God  produce  thefe  fenfations  by  miracles,  when 
they  are  the  natural  off-fpring  of  a  well  founded 
conviftion,  and  a  true  converfion  ?'* 

Towards  the  end  of  the  converfation,  he  de- 
clared, "  That  he  thought  himfelf  very  happy 
in  being  fo  near  eternity,  though  the  manner  in 
which  he  entered  into  it  mud  be  melancholy  for 
him.  In  the  mean  time,  he  would  do  every  thing 
in  his  power,  to  be  in  a  fituation  in  which  he 
might  hope  to  overcome  the  terrors  of  death, 

and 
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and  to  be  certain  of  an  happy  immortality.  He 
believed,  his  duty  in  this'point  coniifted  chiefly 
in  having  his  former  life  continually  before  his 
eyes,  that  he  might  keep  up  a  lively  fenfe  of 
repentance,  and  in  ftriving  to  confirm  himfelf  in 
his  prefent  fentiments,  to  mind  them,  and  to  ac- 
cuftom  himfelf  more  and  more  to  then*  This, 
faid  he,  is  now  my  whole  occupation  j  it  is  fo 
interelling  to  me,  and  pleafes  me  fo  well,  that 
nothing  is  more  agreeable  to  my  tafte.  A  little 
while  ago  I  ufed,  as  I  told  you,  to  read 
fometimes  Z*  bijloire  generale  des  voyages,  I 
then  thought  that  I  could  employ  my  time 
better.  But  not  being  willing  to  appear  in  my 
own  eyes  in  a  hypocritical  light,  I  would  not 
forcibly  fupprefs  my  inclination  for  this  book. 
This  inclination  has  now  left  me.  I  do  not  like 
to  read,  or  to  meditate  on  any  thing  elfe,  but  what 
concerns  my  chief  bufinefs,  which  is  a  preparation 
for  eternity.  Thank  God,  I  am  advanced  now  fo 
far,  that  my  doubts  do  not  make  me  any  more 
uneafy.  What  you  told  me  in  the  beginning, 
I  find  to  be  true,  for  no  objedion  prefents 
itfelf  but  what  I  am  able  to  anfwer  to  my  fatis* 
fadjon." 

L  3  "  The 
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^*  The  chriftian  religion,"  faid  he  on  anothcF 
pccafion,  "  is  fo  engaging,  that  it  certainly  muft 
pleafe  every  one  who  is  properly  acquainted 
with  it.  We  fhould  fee  the  beft  effects  of  it 
among  the  common  people,  in  reforming  the 
world,  if  it  was  properly  reprefented,  and  made 
intelligible  to  the  capacity  of  different  forts  of  peo- 
ple. They  lliould  be  made  fenfible,  that  in  this  life 
they  could  never  be  happier  than  by  following 
the  precepts  of  chriftianity.  Every  one  then 
would  be  convinced,  that,  fuppofing  even  this 
religion  to  be  a  delufion,  it  muft  be  fuch  an  one 
as  contradifts  entirely  the  nature  of  error  and 
delufion,  becaufe  it  is  the  beft  and  trucft  way  to 
happinefs.  Every  one  would  think  it  worth  his 
while  to  maintain  this  error  and  to  propagate 
it." — He  continued,  "  I  wifli  you  and  other 
divines  would  write  fmall  pamphlets,  to  acquaint 
the  people  with  the  advantages  of  chriftianity, 
which  might  be  of  greater  fervice  than  preach- 
ing.— In  this  manner  Voltaire  has  written,  as 
you  know,  innumerable  little  pieces  againft  re- 
ligion, which  contain  always  the  fame  over  again 
under  different  titles,  and  in  a  different  drefs. 
Rational  friends  of  chriftianity  (hould  learn  of 
him  this  method,  by  which  he  does  much  mif- 
^hief,-  and  apply  it  to  better  purpofes,     Voltaire 

boaftsi 
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boafts  of  having  found  out  this  method,  as  he 
fays,  to  enlighten  the  world.  I  remember  that 
when  I  converfed  with  D'Alembert  at  Paris,  in 
my  travels,  that  he  f  oke  much  in  praife  of  this 
method,  and  admired  Voltaire's  wifdom  in  this 
point.  However,  I  do  not  believe  him  to  be 
the  inventor  of  it.  Perhaps  he  has  Dorrowed 
this  way  of  fpreading  his  principles  from  Chrift 
himfelf,  who  taught  truth,  fomecimes  in  para- 
bles, fometimes  in  queftions  and  anfwers,  fome- 
times  in  fermons." 

**  D'Alembert  told  me  at  the  fame  time,  that 
he  had  carefully  examined  chriftianity,  and  had 
found  nothing  againft  reafon  in  it.  But  the 
reafon  why  he  did  not  adopt  it  was,  becaufe  he 
had  no  inward  feelings  of  it.  Thefe  feelings 
were  the  gift  of  God,  and  fmce  he  denied  them 
him,  he  hoped  to  be  excufed  for  not  having  it, 
and  confequently  for  not  being  a  chriitian." 

Laftly,  the  Count  complained  of  having  been 
for  feme  time  troubled  with  difagrecable  dreams. 
He  wanted  to  know  how  far  there  was  any  mo- 
rality in  them,  and  how  far  they  could  be  char- 
ged to  men.  Being  told  that  they  proceeded  from 
the  free  exertion  of  the  foul  during  the  time  we  are 
awake,  he  faid  :  "  This  anfwer  fatisfies  me,  for 
I  never  think  of  thofe  things,  to  which  the 
L  4  dreams 
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di*eams  are  related.  In  general,  I  obfervc,  that 
they  derive  their  origin  not  from  fenfations  and 
ideas,  which  were  but  lately  in  my  mind,  bvit 
from  fuch  as  were  at  a  greater  diftance  of  time. 
Thus,  during  the  firft  week  of  my  imprifon- 
menr,  I  dreamt  of  nothing  but  of  my  parents, 
whom  I  have  not  feen  a  long  while.  It  was 
as  if  I  were  in  their  houfe  and  their  company. 
Many  things  that  happened  in  their  prefence 
during  my  infancy,  came  into  my  mind  again.'' 


The  twenty-ninth  Conference.  April  the  loth, 

AMONG  other  things,  which  were  the 
fubje6t  of  this  converfation,  it  was  men- 
tioned, that  the  nearer  and  more  perfedl  contem- 
plation of  the  works  of  God  in  futurity,  would 
be  a  fource  of  pure  and  cverlafting  joy  to  the 
blefled.  The  Count  then  mentioned,  *^  That 
the  contemplation  of  the  works  of  nature  ha4 
oftentimes  afforded  him  great  fatisfadlion,  and 
that  it  had  been  the  only  means  of  keeping  him 
from  atheifm,  into  which  he  other\vife  certainly 
fhould  have  fallen." 

An   exhortation  of   advancing   \\\  godlinefs, 
fince  his  end  was  fo  near,  produced  the  following 

declaration 
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declaration  from  him  :  •'  Thank  God,"  faid  he, 
**  I  am  ready  to  die,  if  it  fhould  be  even 
to-morrow.  The  freethinkers  will  fay,  I  fhould 
have  found  within  myfelf  ftrength  enough 
againft  my  misfortunes,  without  applying  to 
religion.  They  will  fay,  I  fhewed  myfelf  now 
a  coward,  and  was  for  this  reafon  unwdtthy  of 
my  former  profperity.  I  wifh  to  God  I  had  not 
been  unworthy  of  it  for  other  reafons.  How- 
ever, I  ftiould  like  to  afk  thefe  gentlemen,  in 
what  manner  I  Ihould  have  found  comfort  with-, 
in  myfelf  ?  I  durft  not  think  on  my  crimes,  on 
my  prefent  fituatjon,  on  futurity,  if  I  wanted 
tranquillity  of  mind.  Nothing  was  left  for  mc 
but  to  endeavour  to  ftupify  myfelf  and  to  dif- 
fipate  my  thoughts.  But  how  long  would  this 
have  lafted  in  my  prefent  folitude,  and  being 
removed  from  all  opportunities  of  diffipation  ? 
And  fuppofe  it  had  been  poflible,  it  would  have 
been  of  little  ufe,  for  the  caufe  of  fear  and 
anxiety  remained  always,  and  would  have  roufcd 
me  frequently  from  my  artificial  infenfibility. 
I  tried  this  method  during  the  firft  weeks  of  my 
confinement,  before  I  rcfleded  on  my  condition. 
I  laid  for  three  or  more  hours  together  on  my 
bed.  My  fancy  compofed  romances,  L  travelled 
through  the  whole  world,  and  my  imaginations 
produced  a  thoufand  pidures  to  amufe  myfelf 

with. 
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with.     But  at  that  time  I  fancied  to  fee  many 
ways  of  faving  my  life,     I  did  not  know  whether 
and  how  far,   my  crimes  might  be  difcovered. 
A  certain  circumftance,   which  deprived  me  of 
all  my  hopes,    was  then  flill  unknown  to  me. 
And  even    then,  diffipation   would  not  anfwer 
the  purpofe.     If  I  could  dream  in  this  manner 
perhaps  for  feveral  hours,   my  terrors  and  my 
anxieties  would   return    again.      Perhaps   fome 
people  will  fay,  I  fliould  have  exerted  my  pride, 
and  fhewn,  at  leafl.by  my  outward  conduct,  that 
nothins:  could  humble  me.     But  alas!   what  a 
miferable  pride  is   it  to  have  a  bad  confcience, 
and  to  think  of  dying  on  a  fcaffold! — No,  I  find 
it  is  better  to  derive  my  comfort  from  the  only 
true  fource,  which  is  religion.     And  I  wilh  that 
thofe  who  blame  me  now  for  taking  fhelter  un- 
der  it,  may  find   in  their  laft  hours  the  fame 
tranquillity  it  afiorcis  me.    There  is  but  one  thing 
in  this   world  which  makes  me  really  and  con- 
tinually uneafy,  which  is,   that  I   have  feduced 
others  to  irreligion   and  vvickednefs.     I  believe 
I  Ihould  not  properly  enjoy  my  future  happinels, 
if  I  knew'  any  of  thofe  I  have  deluded,  would 
be  eternally  unhappy.     It  is  therefore  my  moft 
fervent  wifn,  and  m.y  own  happinefs  depends  on 
it,   that  God  would  Ihew  mercy  to  all  thofe,  I 
have  by  any  means  turned  from  him,  and  call 

them 
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them  back  to  religion   and  virtue.     I  pray  to 
God  for  this  fervently." 

Some  queftions  being  afked  concerning  his 
prayers,  he  faid  :  "  He  prayed  frequently.  He 
held  foliloquies  in  his  own  heart,  and  excited 
himfelf  to  confirm  and  re<5lify  his  Tenements 
more  and  more*  He  addreffed  himfelf  alfo  to 
God,  and  begged  his  alfiftance  for  himfelf  and 
his  friends." 

He  defired  me  to  let  him  have  fome  of 
Cramer's  fermons,  and  the  Mejfiah  of  Klop- 
ftock.  He  faid,  "  He  had  feveral  times  at- 
tempted to  read  this  poem,  but  he  never  had 
any  tafte  for  it.  Perhaps  the  fault  might  have 
been  his  own,  becaufe  he  was  ignorant  of  thoie 
do6trines  of  religion  it  was  grounded  upon,  and 
never  thought  them  of  any  importance.  Now  as 
he  knew  more  of  religion,  and  thought  quite 
differently,  he  would  try  if  the  poem  mighl;- 
produce  good  fentimsnts  in  his  foul." 
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^be  thirtieth  Conference,     April  the  2  ly?. 

'T^H  E  Count  was  now  fo  much  altered,  that 
•*'  fome  of  his  former  friends,  whom  I  told 
of  his  prefent  turn  of  thoughts  and  of  his  con- 
duft,  would  fcarce  believe  it.  However,  I  had  not 
the  leaft  reafon  to  doubt  ofthefmcerity  of  either. 
I  do  not  know  for  what  purpofe  he  fhould  have 
attempted  to  deceive  me.  Befides,  diffimulation 
was  no  part  of  his  charafter.  All  thofe  who 
had  an  opportunity  of  feeing  him,  found  him  the 
fame  as  I  did,  and  I  in  particular  had  from  the 
beginning  guarded  myfelf  againft  being  deceived. 
His  prefent  peace  of  mind  feemed  to  me  in  par- 
ticular a  fure  proof  of  the  effefts  of  religion  upon 
his  heart.  Among  many  obfervations  he  made 
to-day,  the  following  feem  to  be  of  fome  inv 
portancc. 

*'  I  confider  it  now,"  faid  he,  "  as  a  kind  of 
folly,  that  the  deifts  pretend  to  be  offended  at 
the  humble  appearance  Chrift  and  the  firft 
teachers  of  Chriftianity  made.  I  need  not  ob- 
ferve,  that  in  relation  to  God,  nothing  is  either 
little  or  great,  but  cannot  help  remarking  that 
this  humble  appearance  of  Chrift  was  very  well 

adaptec^ 
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adapted  to  the  defign  of  his  miflion.  The  com- 
mon people  took  him  now  to  be  one  of  their 
equals,  and  placed  confidence  in  him.  For  this 
reafon  Chriil  chofe  his  Apoftles  among  the  lower 
clafs  of  mankind,  and  the  Apollles  converfed 
moftly  with  fuch.  And  even  thefe  common  people 
were  as  proper  fpedtators  of  their  miracl/s  as  an 
aflembly  of  philofophers,  as  they  were  all  of  that 
nature,  that  nothing  more  was  required  to  judge 
of  them,  than  the  natural  fenfes  and  a  common  fhare 
of  underftanding.  A  private  foldier  is  perhaps  more 
fit  for  fuch  an  obfervation,  than  a  general  who  has 
his  head  full  of  other  things,  or  thinks  it  not 
worth  his  while  to  attend  to  it.  The  evidence 
which  is  given  by  men  of  common  underftanding 
in  behalf  of  Chrift's  miracles,  is  therefore  worthy 
of  credit.  The  learned  and  the  philofophers  can 
now  confider  thefe  facts,  and  examine  whether 
they  are  real  miracles,  and  then  determine  how 
far  they  are  in  favour  of  Chrift  and  his  dodrine." 

Laftly,  the  Count  declared,  "  that  he  had  a  fin- 
cere  love  towards  God  and  his  Redeemer,  that 
he  rejoiced  in  the  blefllngs  of  eternity,  though  he 
was  not  anxious  as  to  the  time  when  he  fliould 
partake  of  them.  The  kni^c  of  his  repentance 
v/as  not  fo  lively  as  formerly,  fince  he  could  apply 
the  comforts  of  tht  Gofpel  to  quiet  his  confci- 
2  cnce. 
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cnce.  I  beg  of  you,'*  added  he,  "  cohfider  of  ihy 
iituatioh,  \Vhether  you  find  me  as  I  fhould  be. 
Wt-ite  to  Cramer,  and  defirc  him  to-tell  his  opi- 
nion •,  I  am  ready  to  do  what  he  or  you  fhall  pre'- 
fcribe/* 

The  Count  knew  that  there  was  a  correfpond- 
cnce  between  Cramer  and  me  concerning  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  converfion ;  I  ufed  to  communicate 
to  him  thofe  pafTages  in  Cramer's  letters  that  re* 
lated  to  him.  He  readily  made  ufe  of  Cramer's 
reflexions  and  doubts.  He  was  very  defirous  of 
his  letters,  and  enquired  even  the  very  laft  morn- 
ing of  his  life,  if  any  of  his  letters  had  been  re- 
ceived which  concerned  him. 

T^e  thirty-jirjl  Conference,    April  the  i^hi 


'TT^  H  E  following  obfervation  of  the  Count 
rafter. 


will  ferve  to  give  us  an  idea  of  his  cha- 


''  Do  not  mind,  faid  he,  if  it  fhould  be 
faid,  you  ought  to  have  urged  to  me  argu- 
ments which  were  not  fo  philofophical  and  more 
evangelical  -,  I  afTure  you  that  by  no  other  meani 
you  would  have  found  accefs  to  my  heart  than 
by  thofe  you  have  chofen.  There  are  only  three 
ways  which  you  might  have  taken  r  declamation, 
2  ftirring 
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ftirring  up  the  imagination,  and  cool  enquiry.  If 
you  had  chofen  that  of  declamation,  I  fhould 
have  immediately  thought.  If  the  man  has  agood 
caufe,  why  does  he  not  propofe  his  reafons  with- 
out any  art :  if  God  has  a  revealed  religion,  it 
mult  ftand  the  teft  of  enquiry,  I  therefore  (hould 
have  heard  you  without  any  emotion,  ff  you 
had  endeavoured  to  ftir  up  my  imagination,  you 
muft  have  done  it  by  filling  it  with  terrible  defcrip-  ' 
tions  of  eternity.  This  m-.^thod  would  have  had 
ftill  lefs  effeft  than  declamation :  I  was  very  fure 
that  after  death  there  was  nothing  eithe^  to  hope 
or  fear.  Any  imprelTion  you  might  have  made 
through  fear  would  foon  have  worn  off,  and 
would  have  entirely  vanifhed  by  recoUeding  my 
former  fyilem.  The  only  way  left  you  was  that 
which  you  chole,  I  mean,  cool  enquiry.  I  will 
tell  you  now  what  refolution  I  had  taken  before 
you  came,  and  for  what  reafons  I  entered  into 
converfation  with  you.  About  eight  days  before 
your  firft  vifit  to  me,  the  commander  of  the 
caftle  afked  me  if  I  chofe  to  converfe  with 
a  divine  ?  Thinking,  however,  that  every 
clergyman  would  be  apt  either  to  preach  too 
much,  or  tire  me  with  melancholy  declamations, 
I  declined  the  propofal,  and  faid  ;  I  and  all  di- 
vines differ  very  much  in  opinion,  and  I  have 
no  inclination  to  difpute.     However,  I  knew 

that 
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iliat  t  muft  expeft  a  clergyman  to  attend  me  hf 
order  of  governrtientj  I  therefore  refolved  to  re- 
ceive him  civilly,  and  to  hear  him  with  decency 
and  compofure.  I  intended  to  declare  to  him^ 
at  the  end  of  the  firft  vifit,  that  if  he  was  ordered 
10  fee  me  frequently  he  would  be  welcome,  but 
I  fliould  beg  of  him  not  to  entertain  any  hopes  of 
converting  me,  for  I  was  too  wnell  convinced  of 
my  own  opinion,  and  fhould  therefore  never 
enter  into  any  ufelefs  difputations. — When  you 
came,  my  dear  friend,  I  immediately  perceived^ 
that  you  had  no  intention  to  declaim  to  me  in  the 
ftile  of  a  preacher,  or  to  fill  me  with  fears  and 
terrors,  and  inflame  my  imagination.  You  only 
defired  me,  fmce  the  matter  was  of  fo  great  con- 
iequence,  to  examine  into  my  own  principlesj 
and  the  evidence  for  chriftianity.  I  found  this 
reafonable,  I  had  time  to  do  it,  and  fancied  I 
Ihould,  by  this  enquiry,  difcover  that  chrifti- 
anity had  no  foundation,  and  convince  myfelf 
more  ftrongly  of  the  truth  of  my  principles.  We 
begun  our  conferences  with  great  coolnefs ;  I  read 
the  books  you  gave  me,  though  with  diffidence, 
yet  with  attention.  This  did  not  continue  long, 
and  I  could  not  help  perceiving  that  I  had  been 
miftaken.  It  can  fcarcely  be  believed  how  much 
it  has  coft  me  to  own  my  error,  with  regard  to 
myfelf,  as  well  as  with  regard  to  you.  You  may 

remember 


rem'ember  that  I  did  not  from  the  firft  deny  that 
I  had  aiTted  wrong,  and  had  been  unhappy  in  mf 
formet  fitnation,  and  that  my  confcience  re- 
proached me.  But,  confidering  my  former  ob-i- 
ilinacy,  it  was  a  great  viclory  over  myfelf,  to 
tonfefs  that  my  former  principles  were  falfe. 
To  proceed  To  f  .r  v/as  only  to  be  done  by  reafon. 
You  are  the  beft  judge  why  you  treated  me  in 
the  manner  you  have  done;  but  the  fuccefs  en- 
tirely juftifies  yoii:  my  converfion  is,  through 
the  grace  of  God,  luckily  brought  about.  In 
what  manner  this  is  effcfted  niufl  be  indifferent 
to  all  but  you  and  I.  Senfible  chriftians  will 
rejoice  that  my  foul  is  favcd,  and  that  you  have 
chofen  this  method,  whicli,  in  regard  to  me, ' 
was  the  only  good  one.'* 

Towards  the  end  of  our  converfuion  I  told 
him,  that  this  week,  in  all  probability,  would 
be  the  laft  of  his  life,  as  I  knew  that  next 
Saturday  fentence  would  be  pronounced  againft 
him,  and  that  between  the  fentence  and  the" 
execution  of  it,  there  would  be  very  few  days. 
He  received  this  news  with  his  former  refolutiort 
.  and  ferenity. 

"  I  hope,   fiid  he,  that  I  Ihall  certainly  mecii 

my  death  without  ftupifying  fear  and  anxiety. 

I  am  only  apprehenfive  that  you  will  be  much 

M  aifeded 
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aff*e(5led'by  this  fhocking  fcene.  If  it  would  have 
no  bad  effed  upon  the  fpedtators,  I  fhould  defire 
you  not  to  accompany  me  to  the  fcafFold." 

No,  faid  I,  dear  Count,  I  am  your  only  friend, 
and  I  dare  not  leave  you.  I  will  comfort  you 
with  the  hope,  which  I  entertain  as  a  certain  one, 
that  you  fhall  be  happy  in  eternity :  I  will  afllft 
you  under  this  fevere  fate  ;  and  the  only  recom- 
pence  I  expect,   is  to  fee  you  die  as  a  chriitian. 

The  thirty-fecond  Conference,  April  the  23^. 

'Tp  H  E  Count,  after  aHving  me  why  fo  many 
who  know  the  precepts  of  chriftianky,  do 
neverthelefs  not  live  up  to  them,   related  a  con- 
verfation  he  had  with  one  of  the  officers,  wherein 
he  attempted  to  fhew,  that  it  was  not  impcffiblc 
to  pracSlife  the  laws  of  chriftianity.     He  after- 
wards defired  me  to  appoint  a  day  when  he  could 
receive  the  facrament.     I  imagined  that  Thurs- 
day would  be  the  day  of  his  execution,  and  as  he 
wifhed  to  comply   with   this  folemn  inftitution 
fonie  time  before  he  fuffercd,  we  appointed  thfr 
Monday  following. 


C     1^3     ) 

Tae  thirty 'third  Conference,    April  the  i\th. 

'  I  ""  H  E  Count  had  yefterday  finifhed  his  ac- 
count of  his  converfion,  and  he  now  deli- 
vered it  to  me. 

If 

He  afllired  me  he  had  drawn  it  up  with  a  kin4 
of  anxiety,  left  he  Ihould  fay  any  thing  which 
was  not  ftriflly  conformable  to  his  former  and 
prefent  principles.  This  was  the  reafon  why  he 
had  been  fo  long  about  it.  He  was  afraid  he 
might  not  have  expreflcd  himfelf  in  feme  places 
with  perfpicuity  and  propriety,  fincc  he  had  not 
for  fome  years  written  much  in  the  German  lan- 
guage, and  never  upon  fuch  a  fubjeft  ;  befides,  he 
had  endeavoured  to  exprefs  himfelf  with  concife- 
nefs,  for  fear  of  being  too  prolix.  The  employment 
itfelf  had  been  very  agreeable  to  him,  as  it  had 
given  him  an  opportunity  of  recollefting  all  the 
arguments  by  which  he  had  been  convinced,  and 
had  now  found  them  fo  ftrong,  that  he  was  con- 
fident he  would  not  redeem  his  life  for  all  his 
former  profperity,  by  any  aftion  which  might 
contradict  his  prefent  conviction.  He  defired  me 
now  to  read  what  he  had  drawn  up,  to  judge 
whether  it  anfwered  that  intention  for  which  it 
was  written. 

M  2  I  then 
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I  then  read  the  whole  before  him,  and  found 
fome  obfcure  pafTages,  expreflions  and  ideas, 
which  might  be  mifunderftood  by  chriftians  and 
unbelievers,  and  made  my  remarks  upon  them. 
Some  of  thefe  paffages  he  altered  with  his  own 
hand,  fome  he  rather  chofe  to  leave  as  they  were. 

"  I  have  drawn  up,  faid  he,  this  account,  to 
convince  chriftians,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are 
not,  and  in  whofe  hands  this  may  fall,"  that  1  be- 
came a  chriftian  after  mature  confideraiion,  arid 
that  I  die  fuch.  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted 
with  the  turn  of  thinking  of  the  laft,  and  will 
prevent  them  from  faying  that  I  turned  chriftian 
from  fear,  and  weaknefs  of  underftanding:  I  muft 
endeavour  to  convince  them,  that  I  have  exa- 
mined the  fubjedt,  and  reafoned  upon  it,  to  fhew 
them,  for  inftance,  what  is  my  opinion  of  the 
myfterics  of  religion,  and  why  I  do  not  think 
them  contradiftory  to  reafon.  If  fuch  of  my 
readers  as  are  chriftians  fliould  find  my  ideas  not 
altogether  as  they  ftjould  be,  or  my  expreflions 
fometimes  improper,  I  hope  they  will  not  be  fur- 
prized,  confidering  how  nev/  thcfe  truths  are  to 
me,  and  how  little  I  am  qualiiied  to  fpcuk  or  to 
write  about  them.  You  know,  my  dear  friend, 
how  I  now  believe,  without  any  further  reafonino- 
or  expLination  or  inHght  into  the  connexion  of  the 
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whole  fyflem,  every  thing  that  Ghrifl;  has  taught, 
bccaufe  his  word  is  fufficient  for  me.'* 

The  Monday  following,  as  I  have  mentioned 
already,  was  appointed  for  receiving  the  facra- 
ment.  1  told  the  Count,  that  fince  it  was  a  folemn 
adtion,  and  at  the  fame  time  a  public  coi'tfefllon 
of  his  chriftianity,  I  thought  it  proper  that  it 
fhould  be  celebrated  before  fome  witnefles,  that 
were  known  to  be  true  chriftians.    He  anfwered  : 

"  I  wiflied  to  receive  it  with  Count  Brandt,  but 
fince  this  will  be  matter  of  difficulty,  I  beg  of 
you  to  intreat  the  commander  of  the  caftle  to  be 
prefent." 

The  Count  did  not  appear  to  me  to-day  to  be 
fo  ferene  and  chearful  as  he  ufed  to  be.  I  en- 
quired what  could  be  the  reafon  of  it,  and  he 
gave  me  the  following  anfwer : 

"  You  know  that  to-morrow  I  exped:  my 
fentence  •,  this  has  induced  n^.e  to  refie6l  on 
former  times.  I  thought  if  I  had  not  acfted  in 
fuch  a  manner  as  I  have  done,  I  fliould  not 
have  come  into  this  mifery  -,  it  has  made  me 
rather  unenfy  :  however  you  may  be  fiire  that 
this  uneafinefs  will  foon  pafs  over  •,  I  have  found 
already  fufficient  reafon  to  be  above  fuch  rc- 
M  3  ficxi'jns. 


(     i66     ) 
flexions,  fince  they  are  at  prefent  ill-timed  and 
entirely  unnecelTary. 

The  thirty-fourth  Cofiference.  April  the  i^th, 

"  T  7  OluptuoLifnefs,  faid  the  Count,  is  the 
^  foiirce  of  all  my  misfortunes ;  ambition 
has  only  contributed  to  haften  and  complete  them. 
I  have  told  you  already,  that  when  I  firfl:  came 
into  Denmark  I  intended  to  cut  as  great  a  figure 
as  my  fituation  would  permit.  1  then  did  not 
think  of  obtaining  that  power,  to  which  I  was 
raifed  j  I  could  have  fatisfied  myfelf  with  being 
eminent  in  my  profeflion  as  a  phyfician.  You 
will  find  this  to  be  true  from  what  I  am  going  to 
tell  you.  I  had  relblved  to  leave  Altona,  to  re- 
fign  my  ftation  there.  1  intended  to  go  to 
Malaga,  and  to  fettle  there  as  a  phyfician,  or  to 
make  a  voyage  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  I  had  the 
following  reafons  for  my  firft  refolution.  I  v;as, 
at  the  time  I  took  it,  rather  in  ill  health,  and 
hoped  a  milder  climate  would  agree  better  with 
me.  The  notion  that  the  pleafures  of  volup- 
tuoufnefs  would  be  greater  and  more  pleafing  in 
a  warmer  climat",  were  a  matter  alfo  of  fome 
confequence.  The  many  fine  things  in  the  Eaft 
Indies,  v;hich  I  had  read  in  voyages,  and  which 
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had  warmed  my  imagination,  determined  me 
more  for  the  Eaft  Endies  than  for  Malaga  :  be- 
fidcs  the  great  hopes  I  had  of  making  a  fortune, 
and  fatisfying  thofe  defires  which  made  me  think 
at  firfl  of  Malaga.  Now  a  profped  opened  itfelf 
to  me,  of  making  my  fortune  in  Denmark.  I 
feized  on  the  favourable  opportunity,  y  And 
why  ?  I  am  almoft  afhamed  to  fay  it  was  owing 
to  an  acquaintance  procured  by  a  love  intrigue 
which  brought  me  hither.  How  greatly  muft  I 
detefl  my  former  way  of  thinking,  which  made 
me  follow  a  wild  paffion  which  always  was  blind  ! 
And  how  much  am  I  now  punifhed  for  it !" 

He  was  juft  fpeaking  of  feveral  things  which 
concerned  his  heart,  of  his  affedions  towards  his 
parents  and  family,  of  his  complying  with  his 
fate,  when  his  council  came  into  the  room  to 
acquaint  him  with  his  fentence.  "  Good  Count, 
faid  he,  I  bring  you  bad  news."  He  then  pulled 
a  copy  of  the  ftntencc  out  of  his  pocket. 

"  I  expeded  nothing  elfe,  faid  the  Count  j  let 
me  fee." 

He  read.     I   fixed  my  eyes  upon  him  with 

great   attention,   but  I  did  not  obferve  the  leaft 
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alteration  in  his  countenance.      After   he  ha4 
read  it,  he  gave  it  to  me.  It  was  as  follows : 

^'  In  confequence  of  the  Danifh  flatute  law, 
book  vi.  chapter  iv.  art.  i.  It  is  hereby  declared 
jull  and  right,  that  Count  John  Fredericlv 
Struenfee,  for  his  due  punifhment,  and  that  he 
may  be  an  example  to  terrify  others,  has  for- 
feited his  honour,  his  life,  and  his  eftates.  He 
fhall  be  degraded  from  his  dignity  as  Count, 
and  all  other  digities  which  have  been  conferred 
Vpon  him.  His  coat  of  arm-,  which  he  had 
as  Count,  fhall  be  broken  by  the  common  hang- 
man. Likewife  (hall  John  Frederick  Struenfee's 
right  hand,  and  afterwards  his  head,  be  cut  off, 
his  body  fhall  be  quartered  and  laid  upon  the 
wheel,  and  his  head  and  his  hand  fhall  be  fluck 
upon  a  pole," 

During  the  time  that  I  was  reading  this  ^tn- 
tence  and  trembled,  he  began  to  talk  with  com- 
pofure  wiih  his  council,  and  afked  if  all  the 
points  of  his  accufations  had  been  regarded  in 
framing  his  fentence.  The  counfel  anfwered  in 
the  affirmative.  "  And  what  will  be  the  fate  of 
Brandt?"  His  fentence  is  exadlly  the  fame  as 
yours.  "  And  could  his  council  do  nothing  in 
prder  to  fave  him  ?"  He  has  faid  every  thing 
{Ijaf  cpifld  be   faid   in  his  favour,  but  Count 
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Brandt  has  too  much  kid  to  his  charge.  The 
Count  W.1S  more  moved  at  this,  than  at  his  own 
fate.  However  he  foon  recollefted  himfelf, 
wrote  fomething  to  what  he  had  drawn  up  for 
his  coimcil,  and  returned  it  to  him, 

"When  we  were  alone,  I  afiured  him  of  my 
fincere  companion,  and  exhorted  him  to  fuffer 
his  fate  with  the  patience  and  fubmifllon  of  a 
chriftian. 

"  I  affure  you,"  faid  he,  "  I  am  very  eafy 
about  that.  Such  punifhments  fhould  make  an 
imprefTion  upon  others,  and  therefore  they  ought 
to  be  fevere.  I  had  prepared  myfelf  for  this 
and  more.  I  thought  I  might  perhaps  be 
broken  upon  the  wheel,  and  was  already  con- 
fidering  whether  I  could  lufFcr  this  kind  of 
death  with  pp.tience.  If  I  have  deferred  it,  my 
infamy  would  not  be  removed,  though  thofe 
difgracefal  circumflances  were  not  annexed  to 
it.  And  if  I  had  not  deferved  it,  which  I 
cannot  aflert,  fenfible  people  would  do  nie 
juftice,  and  I  Ihould  gain  in  point  of  honour. 
And  upon  the  whole,  what  is  honour  or  in- 
famy in  this  world  to  me  ?  My  judges  had 
the  law  before  them,  and  therefore  they  could 
not  judge  other  wife.  I  confefs  my  crime  is  great ; 
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I  have  violated  the  Majefty  of  the  King.  Many- 
things  I  might  not  have  done  if  I  had  been  fuf- 
ficiendy  acquainted  with  the  law — But  why  did 
I  negled  it  ?" 

To  be  fure,  faid  I,  you  only  are  to  blame. 
One  of  your  crimes,  of  which  there  is  not  the 
leaft  doubt,  is  not  only  a  crime  againft  the  King's 
Majefty,  but  alfo  againil  the  v/hole  nation, 
and  it  would  be  looked  upon  as  fuch  in  any 
other  country.  That  unlawful  power  which  you 
nfurped  to  yourfclf,  is  likewife  a  crime  againft 
the  conftitution  of  Denmark.  And  though  per- 
haps you  might  not  think  you  had  been  guilty 
of  high  treafon  on  this  account,  yet  the  fa6t  is 
proved,  and  the  law  is  clear.  He  owned  all  this, 
and  I  was  forry  to  have  faid  fo  many  difagree- 
able  things  to  him.     He  added  : 

"  I  muft  only  beg  of  you  to  be  upon  your 
guard,  left  you  iliould  be  too  much  affeded 
when  I  go  to  die.  The  friendfliip  I  have  for 
you,  from  which  I  cannot  but  fympathize  with 
you,  would  make  me  very  uneafy  to  fee  you 
luffer.  Let  us  however  continue  our  converfa- 
tion  calmly  and  compofed  to  the  laft.  Upon 
the  fcafiold  fpeak  to  me  as  litile  as  poftible,  and 
as  you  ftiali  think  proper.  I  ftiall  certainly  do 
as  much  as  lies  in  my  power  to  diredt  my  thoughts 
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towards  God  and  my  Redeemer.  I  (hall  not  take 
my  leave  of  you.  Believe  me,  that  without 
this  ceremony,  which  likely  might  difcompofe 
my  mind,  I  know  and  feel  how  much  I  owe 
you." 

My  readers  will  recoiled  how  much  thl^  un- 
happy man  was  moved  by  a  letter  he  received 
from  his  father,  at  a  time  when  he  ftill 
maintained  his  irreligious  principles.  Now 
they  have  leen  with  what  a  compofure  of  mind 
he  heard  his  fentence,  after  he  was  become  a 
chriftian. 

He  delivered  to  me  the  following  letter  for  his 
parents,  and  left  it  to  me,  whether  I  would  fend 
it  now  or  after  his  death.  I  chofe  the  latter,  be- 
caufe  I  knew  his  execution  was  very  near,  and 
I  would  fave  them  the  anxiety  of  expecting  the 
melancholy  news  of  it.  I'he  letter  was  as 
follows : 

*'  Your  letters  have  encreafed  my  pain,  but  I 
have  found  in  them  that  love  which  you  always 
exprelTcd  for  me.  The  memory  of  all  that  for- 
row  which  I  have  given  you,  by  living  contrary 
to  your  good  advice,  and  the  great  affliction 
my   imprifonmeat   and  death   muft  caufe  you, 
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grieves  me  the  raore,  fince,  enlightened  by 
trwth,  I  fee  clearly  the  injury  I  have  done.  With 
the  moft  fincere  repentance,  I  beg  your  pardon 
and  forgivcnefSi  I  owemyprefent  fituation  to  my 
belief  in  the  doctrine  and  redemption  of  Chrift. 
Your  prayers  and.  your  good  example  have 
contributed  much  towards  it.  Be  afTnred,  that 
your  fon  has  found  that  great  good,  which  you' 
believe  to  be  the  only  true  one.  Look  upon 
his  misfortune  as  the  means  which  made  him 
obtain  it.  All  imprefTions  which  my  fate  could 
make  upon  you,  will  be  weakened  by  this,  as  it 
has  effaced  them  with  me.  I  recommend  my- 
lelf  to  your  further  interceflion  before  God.  I 
pray  incefTintly  to  Chrift  my  Redeemer,  that  he 
may  enable  you  to  bear  your  prefent  calamities. 
I  owe  the  fame  to  his  affiftance.  My  love  to 
my  brother  and  fillers.  I  am,  with  all  filial  re- 
fpecl,  &c." 

The  thirty-jifth  Conference.    April  the  2.6th, 

T  Heard  from  General  lieutenant  Holben,  the 
-^  commander  of  the  caftlc,  that  Struenfee  had 
been  very  uneafy  all  laft  night :  That  he  had 
kicked  v^ith  his  feet,  gnafhed  with  h's  teeth,  and 
gnawed  his  fingers.  The  officer  upon  guard 
got  up   to  him,    but  found  him  faft  afleep.     I 
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enquired  of  my  unfortunate  friend,  whether  he 
had  been  troubled  with  difagreeable  dreams. 
Hefaid: 

"  That  when  he  awaked  in  the  m.orning,  he 
remembered  nothing  but  the  bringing  to  his 
memory  all  the  arguments,  by  which  ht  was 
convinced  of  the  truth  of  chriftianity.  Of  the 
uneafrnefs  of  his  body  he  remembered  no- 
thing." 

I  had  to  acquaint  him  with  the  melancholy 
news  that  his  fentence  was  confirmed  in  every 
particular  circumftance,  and  that  it  was  to  be 
executed  the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  hoped  he 
would  hear  it  with  a  compofed  mind,  and  it 
happened  fo.  As  to  thofe  circumftances  which 
were  to  throw  infamy  upon  his  death,  he  ex- 
prefled  himfelf  thus : 

"  I  am  far  above  all  this,  and  I  wifh  my 
friend  Brandt  may  be  the  fame.  Here  in  this 
world,  fince  I  am  en  the  point  of  leaving  it,  neidicr 
honour  nor  infamy  can  a(Fe6l  me  any  more.  It 
is  equally  the  fame  to  me  after  death,  whether 
my  body  putrifics  under  ground  or  in  the  open 
air,  whether  it  fervcs  to  feed  the  worms  or  the 
birds.  God  will  know  very  well  how  to  pre- 
ferve  thofe  particles  of  my  body,  w'lich,  on  the 
day  of  rcfurrcclioii,   are  to  coiiflit'Jtc  my  future 
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glorified  body.  It  is  not  my  all  which  is  to  be 
laid  upon  the  wheel.  Thank.  God!  I  know 
now  very  well  that  this  duft  is  not  my  whole 
being." 

"When  I  told  him  that  next  Tuefday  would 
be  his  dying  day,  he  anfwered  : 

•'  I  thought  it  would  be  Friday.  However, 
I  do  not  wifli  even  for  this  fliort  delay.  It  would 
be  the  fanie  as  it  I  was  to  undergo  a  painful 
operation  for  my  health,  and  fhould  defire  to 
have  it  delayed  when  it  was  juft  going  to  be  per- 
formed. I  fliould  be  obliged  to  fubmit  to  it  at 
lad,  and  I  fliould  only  recover  my  health  later." 
■ — He  then  went  through  all  the  circumftances 
of  his  death,  and  compared  them  with  thofe  of 
the  death  of  Chrift,  and  found  that  Jefus  had 
fuffeied  infinitely  more  for  his  fake,  than  he  was 
to  fuffer  on  account  of  his  crimes.  He  praifed 
the  power  of  prayer  in  comforting  him,  when 
he  v/as  now  and  then  anxious  about  the  ftep  he 
was  to  take. 

I  am  unable  to  defcribe  the  eafe  and  tran- 
quiliity  with  which  he  fpoke.  I  expeded  much 
from  the  power  of  religion  over  his  heart,  but  it 
exceeded  n;y  mofl  funguinc  expectations. 
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He  aflured  me  that    religion,  and  his  firm 
hopes  of  being  pardoned  by  God,  had  produced 
this  eafe  of  mind.     He  owned  that  his  natural 
coolnefs  of  temper,  his  ufing  himfelf  for  many 
years  to  keep  his  imagination   within   bounds, 
and  his  entertaining  himfflf  rather  with  Reflec- 
tions of  found  reafon  than  images  of  fancy,   had 
in  fome  refpeds  fupported   him;    but  he  was' 
convinced  that  all  this,  without  religion,    would 
never  have  compofed  his  mind.     God  had  adap- 
ted it  for  all  kind  of  tempers  and  for  all  cha- 
racters.    It  was  fit  for  all  miCn,  and  it  found  in 
him  a  good  foil  to  produce  all  its  good  effeds 
of  tranquillity  and  fortitude  in  adverfity.     He 
added:    "  Although  the  way  which  leads  me 
out  of  this  world  is  very  difagreeable,  yet  I  have 
reafon  to  praife  God  that  he  has  made  choice  of 
it;  that  he  has  fhewn  me  the  approaching  death 
aforehand,  and  at  the  fame  time  has  extricated 
me  out  of  the  pleafures  and  difiipations  of  this 
life.     In  no  other  manner  fhould  I  have  become 
acquainted  with  truth,  or  fliould  have  reformed 
my   fentiments ;     though    I   am   fure   I  fhould 
have  adopted  chriftianity  in  all  fituations  of  life, 
if  I  had  known  Tt  fo  well  as  I  do  now  :  And  ye^ 
I  never  fhould   have  taken   proper  time  to  ex- 
amine into  it.     When  I  formerly  thoun^ht  en 
4eath,  it  had  but  little  effefl  upon  me.    I  rather 
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AippreHcd  it,  fomctimes  by  thinking  ic  was  a  fate 
which  could  not  be  avoided,  and  therefore  was 
not  to  be  called  into  oi^r  thouglits  before  there 
was  occafion  for  it:  fometimes,  by  perfnading 
myfelf  it  was  folly  to  imbitter  the  prefent  en- 
joyments, by  thinking  on  what  was  to  come. 
Even  when  I  was  in  danger  of  my  life,  I  avoided 
looking  into  futurity.  I  have  been  fometimes 
fo  dangeroufly  ill,  that  my  life  has  been  defpair- 
cd  of;  I  have  been  riding  furioufly,  and  no 
longer  ago  than  lall  fummer  broke  my  arnij  by 
being  thrown  from  my  horfe,  but  it  never  en- 
tered my  thoughts  to  look  one  Hep  further  than 
this  prefe^it  life. 

Being  reminded  of  felf-examination,  he  laid, 
**  he  did  it  every  day.  It  was  an  occupation 
he  liked.'* — Among  other  things,  he  faid  :  "  I 
know  my  adminiftration  of  ftate  affairs  is  very 
blamcable  before  God  and  men,  and  my  own 
confcience,  on  account  of  the  bad  principles  by 
which  I  was  aduated,  namely,  levity,  halte, 
pride  and  felfiflmefs.  How  far  they  are  wrong, 
cither  upon  the  whole  or  fmgly  confidered  in  a 
p«!ilincal  light,  I  am  unable  indeed  to  determine, 
becaule  I  fliall  not  live  to  fee  the  confequences. 
However,  I  muff  expedl  to  have  been  ffibjedt 
to  error  in  my  political  principles,  as  v/ell  as  I 
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have  been  in  my  religious  ones.  I  leave  this 
point  to  be  decided  by  thofe  that  furvive  me, 
and  I  fubmit  to  their  judgment.  This  only  I  can 
arid  mufl  fay,  (for  I  fhould  fpeak  untruth  if 
I  was  to  fpeak  otherwife)  that  I  am  not  con- 
fcious  of  any  bad  intentions." 

After  this  a  converfation  enfued  about  the 
Lord's  Supper.  When  it  was  finilhed,  I  told 
him  that  a  poor  peafant,  who  met  me  to-day  in 
the  ftreet,  called  out  to  me:  '  Father,  do  what 
you  can  to  convince  Struenfee  that  he  has  finned 
againft  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift;  and  if  he  ac- 
knowledges this  he  will  be  faved.'  The  Count 
was  much  pleafed,  on  account  of  the  chriftian 
love  which  this  man  had  fhewn ;  and  obferved 
that  chriftianity  could  inftill  fentiments  of 
humanity  into  the  minds  of  illiterate  people 
whofe  fouls  were  not  refined  by  education. 

"  Reading,"  faid  he,  *'  will  not  fufficiently 
entertain  me  at  prefcnt,  therefore  I  have  been 
writing  to-day."  Among  the  reft  he  had  written 
the  following  letter  to  Lady  Perkentin  at 
Pinneberg,  which  he  dcfired  me  to  take  care 
that  it  might  be  fafely  delivered.  The  following 
is  the  letter. 

N  My 


(     I7S    ) 

My  Lady, 

«  I  make  ufc  of  the  firft  moments,  whicl> 
permit  me  to  write  to  you.  Bufinefs,  duties, 
and  my  late  connexions,  have  perhaps  lef- 
fened  in  me  the  remembrance  of  my  former 
friends,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  obli- 
terate their  memory  entirely.  My  prefent  leifure 
has  revived  it  the  more  lively.  If  my  filcncc 
has  raifed  fufpicion  againft  my  former  fenti- 
ments,  I  beg  pardon  of  all  thofe  that  are  in- 
titled  to  my  gratitude,  and  of  you,  my  Lady,  in 
particular.  This,  however,  is  not  the  only  ad- 
vantage, which  the  change  of  my  fate  has  pro- 
duced. I  owe  my  knowledge  of  truth  to  it,  it 
has  procured  me  a  happinefs  of  which  I  had  no 
more  expeflation,  fmce  I  had  already  loft  fight 
of  it.  I  intreat  you  to  confider  my  misfortunes 
in  no  other  light  but  that  of  religion.  I  gain 
more  by  it  than  ever  I  can  lofe,  and  I  feel  and 
afiTure  you  of  this  with  conviction,  eafe  and  joy 
of  heart.  I  beg  of  you  to  repeat  what  I  now 
write,  in  the  houfe  of  Count  Ahlefeld  and  at 
Rnnzau.  I  am  under  o-reat  obligations  to  thefe  two 
families,  and  it  has  grieved  me  the  more,  to  have 
drawn  witli  nie  into  misfortunes,  perfons  which 
iire  related  to  them.     Permit  me,  my  Lady,   to 

add 
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tidd  to  this,  my  refpefls  to  Lady  Thun,  and 
the  family  of  Mr.  de  Waiti.     I  remain,  with 
tnoQ:  refpedful  fentiments,  &c." 

Jjfril  the  26th,  1772. 


Ti?e  thirty "Jifth  Conference,  April  the  26th, 

T  Came  to-day  to  the  Count  with  general  lieu- 
^  tenant  Hoben,  who,  at  my  requeft,  was 
prefent  at  his  receiving  the  facrament.  I  ad- 
miniirered  it  to  him ;  and  this  man,  who  re- 
ceived his  fentence  of  death  without  any  appear- 
ing alteration  of  mind,  was  during  the  whole 
time  of  this  facred  tranfaflion,  as  if  he  was 
melting  into  tears.  I  never  obferved  a  tear  in 
his  eyes  as  often  as  we  were  talking  about  his 
misfortunes  and  death  •,  but  on  account  of  his 
fms,  his  moral  miicry  into  which  he  had  thrown 
himfelf  and  others  •,  on  account  of  the  love  of 
God  towards  him  and  all  mankind,  he  has  wept 
more  than  I  myfelf  fhouid  believe,  if  I  had  not 
fecn  it. 

When  the  whole  tranfaftion  of  receiving  the 

facrament  was  over,   he   begged    leaye  of  the 

commander  of  the  caftle,   to  make  prefents  of 

the  trifles  that  he  had  left,   his  bed,  his  linen, 

N  2  and» 
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and  the  little  money  which  he  had  faved  out  of 
his    allowance,     which    was   a   rixdollar    or   a 
crown  every  day.     He  faid,  "  I  have  now  no 
more  property." 

He  then  took  his  farewel  of  the  commander, 
in  a  very  affeding  manner  ;  thanked  him  for  all 
kindnefs  he  had  fhewn  him,  and  declared,  that 
he  had  not  denied  him  any  favour  that  was  in 
his  power  to  grant.  The  old  venerable  man 
left  him  with  thefe  words :  "  I  am  fure  we 
lliall  find  one  another  .again  before  the  throne 
of  God." 

When  we  were  alone  again,  he  faid  :  "  No- 
thing is  now  of  great  importance  to  me,  but 
to  be  certain,  that  I  fhall  appear  before  God 
with  all  pofTible  fincerity  and  uprightnefs  of 
fentiment.  I  therefore  have  examined  myfelf 
once  more  carefully,  and  I  find  a  kind  of  plea- 
fure  in  it,  becaufe  it  is  my  duty.  I  am  confcious 
that  I  perform  every  thing  chearfully  and  with- 
out the  leafl  reluclance,  fince,  enlightened  by 
chriftianity,  I  have  learnt  what  is  my  duty. 
Thus  hr;ve  I  thought  myfelf  obliged,  to  draw  up 
the  account  of  my  converfion,  which  is  in  your 
pofieffion,  to  efi^ace  as  miUch  as  pofTible  that  im- 
prcITion,  which  I  have  made  upon  others  by  my 

converfttion 
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converfation  and  example.  I  can  afllire  you, 
I  felt  more  fatisfaftion  in  writing  it,  than  ever  I 
did  in  drawing  up  other  things,  that  concerned 
partly  my  defence.  I  have  more  minutely  ex-  ' 
amined  my  adminiftration  of  (late  affairs  ;  and  I 
can,  according  to  my  confcience,  judge  of  it  no 
otherwife  than  I  told  you  yefterday.  I  go  into 
eternity,  confcious  that  it  was  not  my  intention 
to  make  the  King  or  the  nation  unhappy.  It  is 
true,  I  have,  within  a  fliort  time,  amaffed  con- 
fiderable  riches,  and  taken  advantage  of  the 
King's  favour  towards  me,  in  a  manner  I  can- 
not anfwer  for  j  but  I  never  have  falfified  the 
accounts,  though  much  in  this  refpedt  feems 
to  be  againft  me,  and  I  can  blame  nobody 
who  thinks  me  in  this  relpedl  likewife 
culpable." 

.  It  is  difficult  to  difmifs  every  fufpicion  on  this 
head  againft  Struenfee.  And  if  he  was  guilty, 
of  how  little  value  would  be  his  converfion  !  It 
has  made  me  uneafy  freciuently,  and  even  now 
ftili  af:cr  his  death.  All  manner  of  appearances, 
his  own  confeffion,  that  he  could  not  free  himfelf 
from  all  fufpicion,  and  many  other  evi- 
dences are  againft  him.  liowevcr,  on  the 
other  fide,  it  makes  me  eafy  that  he  confeffed 
greater  and  more  punilhable  crimes,  Vvithout 
N  3  conftraintj 
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conftraint,    but    denied  this   with  a  fiFmnefs, 
calmnefs  of  mind  and  confidence,  wiiich,    in- 
explicable   as  the   matter    remains,    makes   it 
difficult  to  believe  him  guilty. 

"  I  have  traced  out,  continued  he,  the  origin 
from  which  my  prefent  calmnefs  and  tranquillity 
proceeds.  I  am  fure  they  are  quire  different 
from  thofe  which  afforded  me  comfort  in  my 
former  misfortunes.  It  is  quite  impoffible  in 
my  prefent  fituation,  to  draw  my  thoughts  from 
my  imminent  danger  by  difTipation.  Approach- 
ing death  is  not  fo  eafily  expelled  from  one's 
thoughts.  I  feci  no  more  of  any  pride.  I  am 
too  fenfible  how  little  I  am  in  this  my  prifon.  I 
detefl  the  principle  that  teaches,  there  are  no  ex- 
pedlations  after  death.  Nothing  but  the  affurance 
of  the  divine  mercy  through  faith  in  Chrift,  and 
the  confcioufnefs  that  I  fpare  no  pains  to  make 
my  fentiments  acceptable  before  God,  comforcs 
and  compofes  me." 

"  However,"  added  he,  "  this  my  eafe  makes 
mc  not  idle  -,  for  I  continue,  and  Ihall  do  fo 
until  to  the  very  lad,  to  fcarch  earneflly  after  ail 
tiiofe  things  in  mc  which  frill  may  difplcafe 
God,  that  I  may  remove  tlicm  as  much  as 
pofTible." 

3  Among 
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Among  the  many  proofs  he  gave  of  this,  I 
(hall  only  mention  the  following,  becaufe  it 
ihevvs  how  fcrupuloufly  confcicntious  he  was. 

"  I  think,  faid  he,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a 
chrixlian  to  pray  before  he  fits  down  to  a  meal, 
though  my  fentiments  in  this  refpedl  dfo  not 
favour  fuperftition.  Itisbutjuft,  to  direct  our 
thoughts  on  fuch  occafions,  full  of  gratitude, 
towards  him  who  fupplies  our  wants  in  this  way. 
I  therefore  have  made  it  for  fome  time  a  rule  to 
pray  before  and  after  dinner  and  fupper.  How- 
ever, my  old  cuftom  had  frequently  lo  much 
power  over  me,  that  I  oftentimes  fat  down  to 
eat  before  I  had  faid  grace.  Now  it  may  be 
equally  the  fame  whether  I  direct  my  thoughts 
towards  God,  before  or  after  having  taken  two 
or  three  fpoonfuls  of  foup ;  but  it  has  vexed 
me  to  find  that  my  old  carelefs  way  of  thinking 
has  made  me  forget,  what  I  tliought  to  be  my 
duty." 

How  do  my  readers  like  the  confcientioufnefs 
of  a  man,  who  formerly  indulged  himfelf  in 
every  thing  his  paflions  drove  him  to  ^ 
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<Tbe  thirty-feventh  Conference,  April  the  I'rjth, 


I 


Found  him  to-day  in  the  moft  unfeigned 
tranquillity  of  mind,  to  which  indeed  I  had 
been  witnefs  for  feveral  weeks  paft,  but  which 
appeared  more  and  more  ftriking  to  me  the 
nearer  the  time  of  his  death  advanced.  I  praifed 
God  in  my  heart,  who  (hewed  fo  much  mercy  to 
this  unhappy  man !  How  often  did  I  wifh  that 
I  might  not  be  the  only  man  upon  earth,  who 
heard  him  fpeak  fo  compofedly  about  his  death. 

He  had  written  another  letter  to  the  Chamber- 
lain  de   Brandt,    the  brother  of  the  unhappy 
Count,  which  he  defired   me  to  get  delivered. 
Several  other  papers,  v»hich  he  had  written  in 
his  prifon,    were  inclofcd  in  a  cover,   and  fealed 
up  by  me  in  theprcfence  of  the  commander  of  the 
caftie,    who  once   more  did   us    the  favour  to 
come  into  the  prifon.     The  other  papers,  wliich 
confifted  of  thofe  writings  of  mine,  which  I  had 
given   him   from   time   to   time,    and  the  two 
letters  of  his  parents  to  him,   he  delivered  to  me 
likewife. — And  now    he  had  fct   his  houfe  in 
order, — 

ThQ 
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The   following    is   the  lerter     to    the  Cham- 
berlain de  Brandt. 

"  Sir, 
"  Permit  me  to  bewail  with  you  and  the  Lady  your 
mother,  the  fate  of  our  dear  Enevold.  Do  not  think 
me  unworthy  of  {haring  this  your  grief  wim  you, 
though  accidentally  I  have  been  the  cauie  of  it. 
You  know  how  much  I  love  him.     He  was  the 
man  of  all  the  world  who  pofiefled  the  largeft  fliare 
of  my  friendfliip.     His  misfortunes  give  me  the 
greateft  anxiety,  and  my  own  have  been  on  this 
account  moft  painful  to  me.     He  has  fhared  my 
profperity  with  me,  and  I  trufl  that  we  now  both 
together  Ihall  enjoy  that  happinefs  which  our 
Redeemer  has  promifed  us.     I  do  not  know  any 
thing  wherewith  1  could  comfort  you.     You  are 
acquainted  with  religion.     There  I  found  refuge 
to  comfort  me  on  account  of  my  misfortune.     I 
pray  to  God,    that  he  in  this  very  moment  v/ill 
let  you  feel  all  its  power.     I  Ihall  not  ceafe  to 
entertain  a  moft  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude  for  all 
thofe  perfons,  which  are  dear  to  me  at  Ranzau, 
I  am  wholly  your's." 
April  the  27th,  1772. 

"  P.  S.  I  have  been  in  hopes,  and  (lill  flatter 
myfelf,  that  the  fcntcnce  of  my  friend  v/ill  be 
mitigated." 

2  The 


(  i86  ) 
The  fubjefb  of  our  to-day's  converfation  was 
chiefly  upon  the  redemption  of  Chrift.  I  re- 
peated moftly  what  I  had  fpoken  on  the  fubjedt 
already  when  we  purpofely  treated  on  it.  He  faid 
many  ftriking  and  edifying  things  on  this  oc- 
cafion ;  but  the  emotion  my  heart  was  in, 
prevented  my  perfedl  remembrance  of  each  par^ 
ticular.    The  following  is  part  of  it 

"  I  look  upon  the  reconciliation  of  men  to 
God,  through  the  death  of  Chrift,  as  the  only 
means  of  receiving  forgivenefs  of  fins.  Every 
thing  elfe,  which  is  believed  to  ferve  the  fame 
purpofe,  is  apparently  infufficient.  But  this  is 
conformable  to  all  our  notions  of  God  ;  it  pro- 
duces ideas  fuitable  to  the  attributes  of  God  \  it 
is  founded  on  the  beft  reafons,  and  procures  us 
comfort  and  chearfulnefs  at  the  time  when  death 
approaches.  Whoever  will  not  adopt  and  make 
life  of  this  redemption,  declares  that  he  will  nei- 
ther be  virtuous,  nor  fear  God ;  for  he  rejects 
the  flrongeft  motives  which  God  could  ever  pro- 
pofe  to  mankind,  to  fear  him  and  to  love  virtue  -, 
he  nights  the  affiltance  of  God,  witjiout  which 
pobody  can  be  honeft  or  good." 

He  added :  "  I  leave  the  world,  fully  con- 
vinced of  the  truth  of  the  chrif^ian  religion.'* 

I  then 
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I    then    turned    our    converfation    upon    the 

love   of    a   pious    chriftian   towards    God,     I 

(hewed  him  how  much  we  were  obliged  to  this 

love  on  account  of  the  redemption,  and  afked 

him  how  he  found  his  love  towards  God  and 

his  Redeemer.    He  faid  : 

/ 

"  I  look  upon  God  and  Chrifl  as  my  bed 
friends  j  and  in  this  view  I  confider  thofe  obliga- 
tions of  love  which  I  owe  to  God  and  my  Re- 
deemer. I  firft  muft  know  and  feel  for  what  I 
am  indebted  to  my  friend  and  benefadlor.  He 
is  defirous  of  making  me  happy,  he  finds  the 
means  of  doing  it,  he  facrifices  on  my  account 
what  he  loves  and  what  is  dear  to  him.  As  long 
as  I  do  not  acknowledge  this,  or  do  not  know 
hov/  to  value  the  fame,  fo  long  am  I  unworthy 
of  his  friendfliip,  and  do  not  love  him.  I  am 
further  obliged  to  fhew  my  readinefs  to  ad  ac- 
cording to  his  intentions  :  elfe  I  am  ungrateful, 
and  want  him  to  be  my  friend  only  for  felf- 
intereft,  and  to  do  nothing  my<clf  that  was 
worthy  of  his  friendfhip.  You  fee  here  the  prin- 
ciples according  to  which  I  love  God  and  my 
Redeemer.  I  know  what  God  has  done  for  me, 
and  v.'hat  it  has  cofl  Chrifl;  to  procure  my  falva- 
tion.  I  know  how  great  the  bicfling  is  v/hlch 
I  Ihall  enjoy  through  him.     But  I  am  likcwife 

confcious 
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confcious  that  I  do,  whatever  I  can,  to  ad  ac- 
cording to  the  will  of  God,  to  rectify  my  fcnti- 
ments,  and  to  prepare  myfelf  for  death  in  a  man- 
ner which  may  be  acceptable  before  God.  I 
fubmit  without  the  leaft  reluftance  to  his  will 
in  regard  to  myfelf,  becaufe  I  know  he  loves  me, 
I  look  upon  my  deaih,  and  all  thofe  awful  and 
ignominious  circumftanc^s  that  are  to  attend  it, 
as  things  which  God  found  necelTary  for  my  own 
good.  In  the  beginning  of  my  confinement,  I 
thought  quite  different  from  Vv^hat  I  do  now,  even 
when  I  recolledcd  that  my  affairs  might  perhaps 
turn  out  in  the  manner  that  they  do  now.  I 
wiflied  to  fall  fick  and  to  die.  I  even  had  the 
thouofht  of  abftaininof  from  e::tinoi;  and  to  ftarve 
myfc^lf  to  death  :  yet  I  never  fhould  have  laid 
hands  on  myfelf,  though  I  fliculd  have  had  an 
opportunity  for  it.  I  now  praifc  God  heartily 
that  neither  cf  the  two  has  taken  place." 

I  told  him,  tliat  thcfe  fentiments  gave  me  great 
fansfadlion  in  regard  to  his  falvation,  and  that  1 
fav/  now  how  great  reaibn  he  had  to  be  fo  calm 
and  lb  compojed  as  I  found  him. 

'•  Yes,  thanks  be  to  God,  laid  he,  I  am  as 
fat'.sHed  as  a  man  can  be  who  fees  his  ereateft 
happinefs  before  hi.m.     I  therefore  humbly  adore 

the 
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the  mercy  of  God,  and  the  power  of  religion. 
If  it  liappens  that  my  tranquillity  is  interrupted 
for  fome  moments,  it  is  caufed  by  the  wifh  to  be 
convinced  that  I  have  fulfilled  all  thofe  conditions 
under  which  God  will  grant  me  mercy,  and  that 
I  am  fuch  as  God  wants  me  to  be.  I  therefore 
have  taken  the  book  of  Spalding  into  my  hands 
again,  to  fatisfy  myfelf  on  this  point."  I  an- 
fwered,, 

That  I  did  not  know  of  any  other  conditions 
of  our  falvation,  and  the  Bible  taught  us  no 
other  but  thefe  two :  an  unlimited  confidence 
in  God  through  Chrift,  and  a  zeal  to  think  and 
to  a6l  always  according  to  the  will  of  God. 
And  fince  he  was  confcious  that  he  believed  in 
Chrift,  and  that  he  loved  God,  he  had  no  reafon 
to  doubt  of  his  being  pardoned  before  God.  He 
then  faid : 

"  I  have  examined  myfelf  in  all  rcfpeds  I 
could  think  cf,  and  I  find  nothing  that  can  make 
me  uncafy.  If  I  found  any  thing  of  this  kind,  I 
fhould  have  told  you  of  it,  and  have  afked  your 
advice.  But  how  eafily  may  I  have  overlooked 
many  things  which  are  known  to  God ;  and  if 
fo,  what  will  he  do  r" 
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He  will  forgive  you,  faid  I,  becaufe  you  havd 
done  what  you  could  do  in  thoie  circumftances 
you  were  in.  We  cannot  raife  ourfcives  to  per- 
fedion. 

We  afterwards  confulted  and  fettled  how  we 
fhould  ad  to-morrow,  it  being  the  day  when  he 
'  was  to  die.  I  promifed  to  be  with  him  fome 
hours  before  he  went  to  the  fcaffold ;  for,  ac- 
cording to  the  King's  order,  I  durfl:  not  go  along 
with  him  to  the  place  of  execution  ;  I  was  to  <^o 
before  him,  and  to  receive  him  there. 

He  defired  me  to  carry  on  our  converfation 
ro-morrgw,  as  compofedly  and  as  coolly  as 
hitherto.  He  wiflied  that  we  might  finilh  v/hat 
we  had  to  do  on  the  fcaffold  as  quick  as  poffibki 
and  that  I  might  keep  up  my  fpirits,  that  he 
mif'ht  not  fee  me  fuffer.  As  for  himfelf,  he 
fliould  fay  nothing  there  but  what  he  thought 
abfolutely  neceifary  ;  for  he  would  dired  liis 
thoughts  entirely  towards  God,  and  that  eternity 
he  was  to  enter  into. 

I  told  him,  that  according  to  the  ritual  I  was 
to  ufk  him  a  great  many  queftions,  but  tliat  I 
thought  I  iiad  a  right  of  Ihortening  them.  I  did 
this  in  hi^   prcfcnce,  wrote  the  quellions  down, 

which 
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which  I  was  to  alk  him,  and  read  them  to  him 
afterwards. 

"  I  do  not  chufe,  faid  he,  to  fee  my  brother 
and  to  take  leave  of  him,  on  account  of  rhe  ten- 
dernefs  of  our  lituation.  I  beg  therefore  of  you 
to  do  it  in  my  name.  I  intreat  his  pardon,  for 
drawing  him  with  me  into  misfortunes,  but  I 
hope  and  am  certain  that  his  affairs  will  turn 
out  well.  I  afilire  him  of  my  leaving  this  world 
with  true  brotherly  afFeflion  for  him.  Tell  him 
likewife  of  the  fentiments  in  which  I  die,  and 
how  you  find  me." 

This  commifTion,  which  was  the  mod  tender 
and  mod  moving  I  ever  had,  I  difcharged,  by 
the  leave  of  the  commander,  this  very  evening, 
and  carried  back  the  anfwer  of  the  much  afflclcd 
brother. 


T^e  thirty-eighth  Conference.  April  the  of^th. 


A  Ccording  to  the  account  of  the  officer  who 
''•  ^  had  the  v/atch  that  night,  the  Count,  who 
now  was  certainly  no  inore  r.n  unhappy  man,  had 
been  reading  a  good  while  the  preceeding  evening, 

and 


C  i9«  ) 
and  went  to  bed  pretty  early.  He  had  flept  for 
five  or  fix  hours  together  very  foundly.  When 
he  wakened  in  the  morning,  he  had  fpent  a  good 
while  in  deep  meditation.  He  then  got  up, 
dreffed  himfelf,  and  converfcd  with  the  officer 
very  compofedly. 

I  found  him  lying  on  a  couch,  drefled  as  he 
intended  to  go  to  the  place  of  execution.  He 
was  reading  Shlegel's  fermons  on  the  fufferings 
of  Chrift,  and  received  me  with  his  ufual  ferene 
and  compofed  countenance.     He  faid  : 

*'  I  was  thinking  lafl  night  whether  it  might 
not  llrengthen  me  in  my  way  to  death,  if  I  was  to 
fill  my  fancy  with  agreeable  images  of  eternity 
and  future  blifs.  I  might  have  iifed  for  this  purpofe 
Lavater's  Profpc5fs  into  Eternity :  but  I  will  not 
venture  to  do  this.  I  rather  think  it  better  to 
take  this  great  ftep  in  cool  confideration.  Fancy, 
if  once  put  in  agitation,  can  foon  take  a  falfe 
'  turn.  It  could  difmils  (perhaps)  at  once,  my 
agreeable  and  pleafing  profpe6ls  of  eternity,  and 
eagerly  catch  at  the  formidable  circumfirances  of 
death,  by  which  means  I  fear  that  I  fhould  be 
unmanned.  Even  in  going  to  the  place  of  execu- 
tion, I  will  not  indulge  it,  but  rather  employ  my 

rcalbn 
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reafon  in  meditating  on  the  walk  o£  Chrif):  to  hii 
death,   and  apply  it  to  myfelf." 

He  then  defired  me,  if  I  thought  it  ncceffaryi 
to  aflure  his  judges  in  his  name  once  more, 
that  what  he  had  confefled,  was  in  all  refpedls 
the  truth,  and  that  he  had  not  wilfully  concealed 
any  thing,  which  he  himfelf  or  others  could  be 
charged  with.     He  continued : 

"  When  I  awoke  this  morning  and  found 
that  it  was  daylight,  my  whole  body  was  feized 
with  a  vehement  trembling.  I  took  direftly  to 
prayer,  and  confidered  the  comforts  of  religion. 
I  prayed  for  the  King,  that  God*s  wifdom  and 
mercy  might  guide  him,  and  that  he  perfonally 
might  be  perfedtly  happy.  I  foon  recovered 
my  fpirits  again^  I  am  now  calm  and  com- 
pofed,  and  I  am  fure  I  Ihall  remain  fo.  Why 
fhould  I  make  myfelf  uneafy,  when  I  am  fully 
convinced  of  my  falvation  ?  God  has  forgiven 
me  my  fms,  and  even  thofe  which  I  do  not  re-^ 
member ;  he  has  pardoned  me  for  thofe  things: 
which  he  ftill  diflikes  in  me,  and  which  I  by  felf- 
cxamination  could  not  difcover,  and  therefore 
could  not  reform.  God  can  not  forgive  vice  in 
general,  without  doing  the  fame  in  every  parti- 
cular fpecies  of  vice.  The  remembrance  of  the 
O  fuffcrings 
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fufFerings  of  Chrift,  who  has  fatisfied  God  for. 
all  men,  afTure  me  of  this.  And  fince  I  am  fo 
certain  of  my  falvation,  I  do  not  dread  death. 
Fear  of  death  would  be  intOnfiftent  under  cir- 
cumftances  fo  full  of  a  happy  eternity.  Belides,  I 
cannot  complain  that  my  fate  is  too  hard.  I 
know  that  I  defer/e  this  and  ftill  morie.  But* 
•'  who  fball  lay  any  thing  to  the  charge  of  God'3 
tlcGt  ? — Who  is  he  that  condemnet-h  f**     - 

I  took  the  opportunity  he  gave  me,  to  explain 
to  him  the  whole  eighth  chapter  of  St.  Paul  to 
the  Romans :  There  were  fo  many  beautiful 
paflages  which  were  excellently  well  adapted  to 
his  former  and  his  prefent  fituation.  The  mod 
vifible  calmnefs  was  to  be  obferved  in  his  whole 
countenance  -,  and  he  frequently  prevented  my 
o-oing  on,  by  falling  into  the  fame  obfervations 
I  was  juft  going  to  makc^in  order  to  ftrengthen 
his  faith. 

He  now  afked  me :  •*  How  far  im  I  per^ 
mitted  to  keep  up  my  fortitude  by  natural 
means  ?  For  inftance  :  by  endeavouring  to  retain 
prefencc  of  mind,  and  not  to  permit  myfelf  to  be 
carried  away  by  imagination  and  fancy."  I 
anfwered. 

If 
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^'"''' if  God  has  given  you  a  certain  ftrength  of  foql, 
it  is  his  will  that  you  fhall  make  ufe  of  it,  iri 
ihofe  moments  when  you  fland  mofl  iri  need  of 
it.  But  no  inward  pride  or  any  ill-founded  com- 
placency is  to  interfere.  You  are  to  do  nothing 
merely  for  the  fake  of  being  applauded  by  the 
Ipeftators  on  account  of  your  refolution  and  comr 
pofdfe.  You  are  to  be  above  fuch  things,  God 
loves  fiiice'rity,  which  conTifts  in  fhewicg  oiir- 
felves  outwardly  as  we  are  inwardly.  Shew 
yourfelf  therefore  exadlly  in  the  manner  as  you 
feel  yourfelf  within.  If  you  even  fhould.  be  fo 
niuch  afFe6t:ed  as  to  fhed  tearsjdonot  hide  them, 
and  do  not  be  afhamed  of  them  -,  for  they  are  no 
difhonour  to  you*  You  cannot  conceal  from 
yourfelf,  even  unto  the  very  laft  moment  of  your 
life,  why  you  are  to  die.  You  would  do  wrong, 
and  offend  true  chriftians,  if  you  were  to  die  with 
a  chearfulnefs,  which  can  only  fall  to  the  (hare 
of  thofe  that  fuffer  for  the  fake  of  truth  and 
virtue.  I  wifh  to  fee  you  on  the  fcaffold  with 
vifible  figns  of  repentance  and  forrow,  but  at 
the  fame  time  with  a  peace  of  mind  which  arifes 
from  a  confidence  of  being  pardoned  before  Godl 
I  Ihould  even  diflike  to  fee  you  conceal  the  na- 
tural fear  of  death.     He  faid  : 

*'  I  am  certainly  rot  inclined  to  make  any  (hew 

before  men.     Ncihing  can  be  now  more  inte- 

O  2  rciting 
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refting  to  me  than  to  pleafe  God,  and  to  conquer 
the  terrors  of  death.  .  If  I  fhould  force  myfelf  to 
appear  outwardly  different  from  what  I  am  within, 
it  would  happen  to  me  what  happens  to  a  man, 
who  is  to  Ipeak.  to  an  eminent  perfon,  and  has 
well  confidered  every  thing  he  is  going  to  fay, 
but  now  begins  to  flammer,  and,  by  endeavour- 
ing to  prevent  this,  becomes  quite  fpeechlefs. 
I  (hall,  as  much  as  lies  in  my  power,  dired  my 
thoughts  towards  God,  and  not  dillurb  myfelf 
by  fludying  to  fatisfy  the  expedation  of  the 
fpedators.  Therefore  I  fhall  fay  nothing  on  the 
fcaffold,  but  what  you  yourfelf  fhall  give  me 
occafion  for." 

I  aflure  you,  faid  I,  I  Ihall  give  you  very  few 
opportunities  for  it ;  the  fcaffbid  is  neither  for 
you  nor  for  me  the  place  for  fpeaking  much. 
When  you  are  there,  it  will  be  your  bufinefs  to 
ftrengthen  your  thoughts  as  much  as  poffible, 
forgetting  thofe  things  which  are  behind,  and 
reaching  forth  unto  thofe  things  which  are  before. 

"  Now*  faid  he,  fince  I  am  fo  near  death,  I  find 
how  neceifary  and  how  beneficial  to  men  the  pofi- 
tive  affertion  of  Chrifl  is  of  the  exiftence  of  eter- 
nity. If  I  was  not  fure  of  this,  mere  reafon 
would  give  me  but  little  fatisfaftion  upon  this 
queltion :  Whether  a  few  hours  hence  any  tiling 

v/ould 
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would  be  left  of  me  that  retained  its  life  ? — I  can 
likewife  tell  yoii,  from  my  prefent  experienccj 
that  a  bad  confcience  is  worfe  than  death.  I  now 
find  comfort  againfl:  death,  but  as  long  as  the 
former  lafted,  I  had  no  peace  within  me.  I  be^ 
lieve  that  I  Qiould  have  become  quite  hardened, 
if  this  wound  had  not  been  healed."  '    ,     ,  ..♦  '\ 

<«  I  believe  you  have  obferved,  that  I  would 
not  let  thofe  fenfations  which  were  produced  by 
my  certainty  of  being  pardoned  before  God, 
grow  very  lively.  They  might  have  .hindered 
me  in  my  ftudying  to  reform  my  heart,  and  in 
examining  myfelf.  But  now  I  enjoy  the  comfort 
of  being  confcious  to  have  done  what  I  could  to 
pleafeGod.'*  -    • 

In  the  abovementioned  letter  to  the  chamber- 
lain de  Brandt,  he  had  faid  that  he  had  become 
innocently  the  caufe  of  his  brother's  misfortunes. 
He  defired  me  to  explain  thefe  words  to  him : 
**  That  he,  with  a  good  intention,  had  brought 
his  friend  Brandt  to  Copenhagen,  and  had  kept 
him  from  withdrawing  himfelf  when  he  had  a  good 
opportunity  for  it.'* 

Now  the  door  of  the  prifon  opened,  for  which 

the  Count  himfelf  never,  but  I  very  often,  had 

looked  with  a  fearful  expectation. — An  officer 

O  3  came 
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canac  in,  and  defired  -me,  if  I  pleafed,  to  ftep 
into  the  coach,  and  to  go  before  the  Count  tq 
the  pjace  of  execution.  I  was  much  moved  and 
affefled.  The  Count,  as  if  it  did  not  concern 
|iim  in  the  leaft,  comforted  me  by  faying : 

"  Make  yourfelf  eafy,  my  dear  friend,  by  con- 
fidering  the  happinefs  I  am  going  to  enter  into, 
and  with  the  confcioufnefs  that  God  has  made 
yo,a  a  means  of  procuring  it  for  me." 

•  1  eriibf^iced  him,  recommending  him  t6  the 
]ove  and  mercy  of  God,  and  haftened  to  the 
place  of  execution. ' 

He  being  foon  called  after  me,  got  up  from 
his  couch,  and  followed  thofe  which  were  to  con- 
dudt  him.  Coming  out  of  the  prifon  and  getting 
jnto  the  coach,  he  bowed  to  thofe  that  were 
Handing  around.  Upon  the  way  to  the  place  of 
execution,  he  partly  fpoke  to  the  officer  who  was 
with  him  in  the  coach,  partly  fat  in  deep  medi^r 
tation.  ^  -' 


As  foon  as  both  the  condemfied  were  arrived  in 
their  refpedive  coaches  near  the  fc^ffold,  and 
Count  Brandt  had  mounted  it  firft,  I  got  into 
^he  coach  of  Struenfee,  and  ordered  the  coach- 
man to  turn  about,  to  prevent  his  having  the 
profpeft  of  the  fcafFold, 

^«  I  have 
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"  I  have  feen  him  already,"  fald  he.  I  could 
not  recolle6t  myfelf  fo.  foon,  and  he  finding  my 
uneafmeis,  faid,  with  a  fmiling  coiintenancei 
"  Pray  do  not  mind  me.  I  fee  you  fufFer.  Rel 
member  that  God  has  made  you  an  inftrument 
in  my  converfion.  I  can  imagine  how  pjeafing 
it  mufl:  be  to  you  to  be  confcious  of  this.  I  fhall 
praife  God  with  ypu  in  eternity  that  you  have 
iaved  my  foul."^  ^  " '^  '," 

I  was  ft  ill  more  afFedted  than  before,  and  faid, 
that  I  fhould  look  upon  this  tranfadion  of  mine 
as  the  moft:  remarkable  one  during  my  whole  life, 
fince  God  had  blefled  it  with  fo  felf-rewarding 
a  fuccefs.  It  was  a  pleafing  thought  to  me,  that 
we  fhould  continue  our  fricndihip  in  a  future 
world. — I  fhould  have  comforted  him,  but  he, 
in  this  cafe,  comforted  me.  He  defired  me  then 
to  remember  him  to  feveral  of  his  acquaintance, 
and  to  tell  fome  of  them,  that  if  he,  by  his  con- 
verfation  and  aflions,  had  mifled  them  in  their 
notions  of  virtue  and  religion,  he,  as  a  dying 
man,  acknowledged  the  injury  he  had  done, 
begged  them  to  efface  thefe  imprefTions,  and  to 
forgive  him. 

After  fome  filence  on  both  fides,  heafked  me: 
'*  Suppofe  God,  fmce  he  knows  all  things, 
fhould  fee  that  in  cafe  I  had  lived  longer,  I  fhould 

O  4  not 
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not  have  kept  faithfully  to  my  prefent  principles 
and  fentiments ;  could  that  have  any  influence 
Upon  that  judgment  which  I  fliall  foon  receive  ? -. 
I  anfwered,  * 

God  judges  by  acbipns  that  are  committed, 
not  by  thofe  that  are  not.  He  judges  men  acr 
cording  as  he  finds  thern  when  they  leave  this 
world.  He  is  love  itfelf,  and  ha§  no  pleafure  in 
the  death  of  him  that  dieth.  He  certainly  will 
pot  condemn  any  one  who  dies  in  fulfilling 
thofe  conditions  under  which  he  has  promifed 
his  pardon.     He  then  continued  ; 

^'  It  is  true,  I  returned  Jate  to  God,  but  I  knov^ 
that  he  who  is  from  eternity,  cares  not  for  tjie 
length  or  fhortnefs  of  time  in  which  man  has  en- 
deavoured to  pleafe  him.  Our  Saviour  fays, 
without  determining  any  thing  relative  to  this 
matter,  "  He  that  comes  to  me,  I  will  in  no  wife 
caft  out ;"  I  therefore  will  make  rnyfelf  eafy  that 
I  have  kept  fo  long  from  God  and  virtue." 

On  feeing  the  great  number  of  fpedators,  I 
told  him,  that  among  thefe  thoufands,  were 
many  that  would  pray  to  God  to  have  mercy 
upon  him. 

**  I  hope  fo,  faid  he,  and  the  thought  pleafes 
mc."    He  foon  after  added  ; 

f  "It 
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"  It  is  a  folemn  fight  to  fee  fo  many  thou- 
fends  of  people  together;  but  what  are  thefe 
thoufands,  when  compared  with  the  whok  fum 
of  all  God's  creatures,  and  how  very  little  ap- 
pears one  fingle  man  in  fuch  a  comparifon? 
Neverthelefs  God  loves  every  individual  man  fo 
much,  that  he  has  procured  his  falvation  by  fa- 
crificins:  his  own  fon.     What  a  love  is  this ! 


o 


"  You  fee  me,  continued  he,  outwardly,  the 
fame  as  I  find  myfelf  within."  And  I  perceived,  all 
the  while  1  was  fitting  with  him  in  the  coach,  no 
alteration,  but  that  he  was  pale,  and  that  it  was 
more  difficult  for  him  to  think  and  to  converfe 
than  it  was  fome  days  before,  or  even  this  very 
morning.  However,  he  had  his  full  prefence  of 
mind,  knew  feveral  of  thofe  that  flood  about  the 
coach,  bowed  to  many  by  pulling  off  his  hat, 
and  to  fome  he  bowed  with  a  friendly  mien. 

**  My  eafp,  faid  he,  is  not  a  forced  one.  I 
cannot  recolle6t  any  caufe  from  which  this  eafe 
arifes,  that  could  difpleafe  God.  I  am  not  am- 
bitious to  gain  the  applaufe  of  men,  and  I  do 
not  promife  that  I  Ihall  not  fhew  any  uneafinefs 
upon  the  fcaffold.  I  now  have  difagreeable  fen- 
fations,  and  I  (hall  have  more  there,  which  I  will 
not  endeavour  to  conceal.  But  you  may  be 
affyred,  that  my  foul  will  look  with  calmnefs 

and 
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a^d  hope  beyond  death.  And  h()w  little  is  that 
wfeich  I  am  gping  to  fuffer,  when  I  compare  ic 
with  the  fufferings  Chrift  bore  when  he  died. 
Jiecolled  only,  his  words :  "  My  God,  my  God, 
why  haft  thou  forfaken  me?"  and  confider,  whac 
ipxcruciating  pain  it  qiuft  have  caufed  him,  to 
bang  for  leveral  hours  on  the  crofs  before  he 
died !" 

I  exhorted  hirr)  again  not  to  fhew  any  afFef^ed 
fprtitude  in  thefe  laft  moments  which  was  not 
oatural  to  him.  Such  alienations  would  cer- 
tainly diipleafe  God,  and  if'  he  .n^w  ftill  would 
mind  wha^  the  fpedators  might  thjnk,  I  muft  tell 
him,  that  only  a  few  fhort-f^hted  people  would 
believe  his  affeded  firmnefs  to  be  true. 

I  then  faid  :  Clirift  prayed  for  his  murderers 
even  on  the  crofs.  May  I  rely  upon  your  leaving 
this  world  with  the  fame  fentiments  of  love  to- 
wards thofe  ypu  might  have  reafon  to  think  your 
enemies  ?  '  '•   •■ 

"  Firft,  faid  he,  I  hope  that  there  is  no  one 
who  has  a  perfonal  hatred  againft  me  ;  but  .that 
thofe  who  have  promoted  my  misfortunes,^  have 
4one  it  with  an  intent  of  doing  good.  Secondly, 
I  Jook  upon  myfelf  already  as  a  citizen  of  ano- 
z  ther 
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ther  world,  and  that  I  am  obliged  to  entertaia 
ientiments  conformable  to  this  dignity :  and  I  anf 
fure,  that  if  I  was  to  fee  thofe,  who  might  per-" 
haps  be  my  enemies,  here  in  the  blifs  of  that 
world  which  I  hope  to  enter  into,  it  would  giv& 
me  the  higheft  fatisfadlion.  I  pray  to  Godihat 
jf  my  enemies  might  repent  of  their  behaviour 
towards  me,  this  repentance  may  induce  them  to 
Jook  out  for  that  falvation  which  I  promife  my^ 
felf  through  the  mercy  of  God.'* 

Though  I  could  not  fee -the  fcaffold,  yet  I 
gueffed,  from  the  motion  of  the  fpedators,  that 
it  was  Struenfee's  turn  to  mount  it,  I  en- 
deavoured to  prepare  him  for  it  by  a  fhort 
prayer,  and  within  a  few  moments  we  were 
called.  He  pafled  with  decency  and  humble- 
nefs  through  the  fpectators,  and  bowed  to  fome 
of  them.  With  fome  difficulty  he  mounted  the 
ftairs.  When  we  came  up,  I  fpoke  very  con- 
cifely,  and  with  a  low  voice,  upon  thefe  words 
of  Chrift  :  *'  He  that  beljeveth  in  me,  though 
he  were  dead,  yet  {hall  he  live."  It  would  have 
been  impoflible  for  me  to  fpeak  much  and  loud, 
pven  if  I  had  attempted  it. 

I  obferve  here  that  he  Ihcwed  not  the  leafl: 
^ffc6tation  in  his  condud  upon  the  fcaffold  :   I 

found 


(204)' 

found  him  to  be  one  who  knew  that  lie  was 
to  die,  on  account  of  his  crimes,  by  the  hands  of 
the  executioner.  He  was  pale,  it  was  difficult 
for  him  to  fpeak,  the  fear  of  death  was  vifible  in 
his  whole  countenance-,  but  at  the  fame  time, 
fubmifllon,  calmnefs  and  hope  were  expreffed  in 
his  air  and  deportment. 

His  fcntcnce,  and  afterwards  the  King's  con- 
firmation of  it,  were  read  to  him ;  his  coat 
of  atms  was  publickly  fhewn  and  broken  to 
pieces.  During  the  time  that  his  chains  were 
taking  off,  I  put  the  following  queftions  to  him : 
Are  you  truly  forry  for  all  thofe  adlions  by 
which  you  have  offended  God  and  men  ^ 

*'  You  know  my  late  fentiments  on  this  point, 
and  I  affure  you  they  are  this  very  moment  flill 
the  fame." 

Do  you  trull  in  the  redemption  of  Chrift,  as 
the  only  ground  of  your  being  pardoned  before 
God? 

"  I  know  no  other  means  of  receiving  God's 
mercy,  and  I  truft  in  this  alone." 

Do  you  leave  this  world  without  hatred  or  J 
malice  againft  any  perfon  whatever  ? 

"  I  hope 
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**  I  hope  nobody  hates  me  perfonally ;  and  as 
for  the  reft,  you  know  my  fentiments  on  this 
head,  they  are  the  fame  as  I  told  you  juft  before." 

I  then  laid  my  hand  upon  his  head,  faying: 
Then  go  in  peace  whither  God  calls  you !  His 
grace  be  with  you !  "^ 

He  then  began  to  undrefs,  and  enquired  of 
the  executioners  how  far  he  was  to  uncover  him- 
feif,  and  defired  them  to  aflift  him.  He  then 
haftened  towards  the  block,  that  was  ftained  and 
ftill  reeking  with  the  blood  of  his  friend,  laid 
himfelf  quickly  down,  and  endeavoured  to  fit 
his  neck  and  chin  properly  into  it.  When  hi* 
hand  was  cut  off,  his  whole  body  fell  into  con- 
vulfions.  The  very  moment  when  the  execu- 
tioner lifted  up  the  axe  to  cut  off  his  hand,  I 
began  to  pronounce  flowly  the  words ;  *'  Re- 
member Jefus  Chrill  cruci^ed,  who  died,  but  is 
rifen  again.'*  Before  I  had  finifiied  thefe  words, 
both  hand  and  head,  fevered  from  the  body,  lay 
before  my  feet. 

^      *      ^      ^p      ^      ^ 

How  wonderful  is  God,  and  how  great  his 
care  for  the  falvation  of  men,  that  are  ftill  ca- 
pable of  being  faved !  But  how  different  is  the 
judgment  we  are  to  pronounce  over  fuch  men, 

according 
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according  to  the  principles  of  the  kingdom  of 
God,  from  that  which  the  world  pronoimces ! 
'If  Cotint  Scruenfee  had  remained  in  his  former 
profperity ,  and  died  a  natural  death,  he  might 
have,  been  called  a  great  and  enlightened  man 
through  all  ages,  even  if  he  had  been  at  the  bottom 
the  greatefl  villain.  The  world  has  ieen  him  die  a 
inalefador  i  but  the  difpofition  in  which  he  left 
the  world,  will  be  a  fufficient  inducement  for  true 
chriftians  to  forgive  him  the  ignominy  where- 
with he  had  ftaincd  his  life,  and  to  praife  God 
jthat  he  died  well.. 
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To  Dr.  MUNTER. 

XrOU  defire,  dear  friend,  that  I  Ihould  leave 
■*■  behind  me  *  my  thoughts,  how  I  was  in- 
duced to  alter  my  fentiments  in  regard  to  reli- 
gion. You  have  been  witnefs  of  it.  You  have 
been  my  guide,  and  therefore  I  am  infinitely 
obliged  to  you.  I  fatisfy  your  defire  with  fo 
much  greater  pleafure,  as  it  will  afford  me  an 
opportunity  of  recoUedling  the  train  of  ideas 
and  impreflions  of  mind  which  have  produced 
my  prefent  fentiments,  and  confirm  my  prefent 
conviction. 

My  unbelief  and  my  averfion  to  religion,  wert 
founded  neither  upon  an  accurate  inquiry  into  its 
truth,  nor  upon  a  critical  examination  of  thofe 
doubts  that  are  generally  made  againfc  it. 
They  arofe,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  from  a  very 
general  and  fuperficial  knowledge  of  religion  on 
one  fide,  and  much  inclination  to  difobey  it*s 
precepts  on  the  other,  together  with  a  readinefs 
to  entertain  every  objedion  which  I  difcovered 

•    The   reader   will  recoUcfl  what  is   faid   about  this 
account  in  the  Preface^  an.i  p.  142,  14.3,  163,  164. 
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againft  it.  You  know  how  indifferent  that  commott 
inftruiftion  in  religion  is,  which  is  given  in  public 
fchools :  yet  I  was  to  blame  not  to  have  made  ufe  of 
the  private  inftru6bions  and  example  of  my  parents. 
Since  my  fourteenth  year,  all  my  time  was  taken 
up  in  ftudying  phyfic.     If  I  afterwards  fpent 
much  time  in  reading  other  books,  it  was  only 
to  divert  myfelf,  and  to  extend  my  knowledge  of 
thofe  fciences  by  means  of  which  I  hoped  to  make 
my  fortune.  The  violence  of  the  paflions  which 
made  me  abandon  myfelf  in  my  youth  to  all 
^nfual  pleafures  and   extravagancies,    left  .me 
fcarce  time  to  think  of  morality,  much  lefs  of 
religion. 

When  experience  afterwards  taught  me  how 
little  fatisfaftion  was  to  be  found  in  the  irregu- 
lar enjoyment  of  fuch  pleafures,  and  refledion 
convinced  me  that  a  certain  inward  fatisfaction 
was  requifite  for  my  happinefs,  fuch  as  cannot 
be  attained  cither  by  the  obfervance  of  parti- 
cular duties,  or  by  the  omiffion  of  fcandalous 
cxcefTes  :  I  therefore  endeavoured  to  imprint  m 
my  mind  fuch  principles  as  1  judged  proper  to 
govern  my  adtions,  and  which  I  thought  would 
anfwcr  the  end  I  had  in  view.  But  how  did  I 
undertake  this  tafk?  My  memory  was  filled  up 
with  moral  principles,  but  at  the  fame  time,  I 
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had  Various  exctifes  to  recoricile  k  cdm^lyihg 
i-eafon  with  the  weaknefles  and  the  infirmities  of 
the  human  heart.  My  undet-ftartdidg  Was  pre- 
pofleflcd  with  doubts  and  difficulties,  againft  the 
infallibility  of  thofe  means  by  which  we  arrive 
at  truth  and  certainty^  My  will  was  (if  not 
fully  determined,  yet)  fecretly  much  inclined  td 
comply  only  with  fuch  duties,  as  did  not  lay  mt 
under  the  necefllty  of  facrificing  my"  favourite 
inclinations.  Thefe  were  my  guides  in  my  re- 
fearches. 

I  took  it  for  granted,  that  in  matters  merely 
relative  to  the  happinefs  of  man,  neither  a  deep 
iinderftanding  nor  wit  or  learning  were  required ; 
but  our  own  experience  and  ideas  only,  of 
Ifvhich  every  one  muft  be  confciousj  were  fufficient 
to  find  out  the  truth.  The  neceflity  of  avoiding 
all  difagreeable  fenfations  of  pain,  of  ficknefs, 
of  reproaches,  as  well  our  own  as  thofe  of 
others,  made  me  think  that  an  exadt  obfervation 
of  duties  towards  myfelf  and  my  neighbour^ 
were  of  the  greateft  confequence.  However, 
1  believed,  from  the  confideration  of  God  and 
the  nature  of  man,  that  there  were  no  particular 
obligations  towards  the  fupreme  Being,  befides 
thofe  which  are  derived  from  the  admiration  of 
P  a  his 
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his  greatnefs  and  the  general  gratitude  on  ac- 
count of  our  exiftcnce.  The  adlions  of  man, 
as  far  as  they  are  determined  by  notions  pro- 
duced by  natural  inftinfts,  by  agreeable  or  dif- 
agreeable  imprefilons  of  external  objects,  of 
education,  of  cuRom,  and  the  different  circum- 
ftances  he  is  in,  appear  to  me  to  be  fuch,  as 
could  in  particular  inftances  neither  pleafe 
nor  difpleafe  God,  any  more  than  the  different 
events  in  nature,  which  are  founded  in  its  eternal 
laws.  I  was  fatisfied  in  obfervino;  that  general 
as  well  as  particular  inflances,  tended  to  one 
point,  namely  the  prefervation  of  the  whole  ; 
and  this  alone  was  what  I  thought  worthy  of 
the  care  of  a  fupreme  Being.  My  attention 
therefore  was  chiefly  fixed  upon  the  duties  I 
owed  to  my  neighbours.  The  obfervance  of 
which  would  as  well  promote  my  outward 
happinefs,  as  give  me  inward  fatisfaftion. 

The  dell  re  which  every  one  feels  to  be  vir- 
tuous, and  a  natural  inclination  for  adlions  ufe- 
ful  in  fociety,  induced  me  to  ufe  my  utmofb  en- 
deavours to  acquire  a  habit  of  virtue.  But  how 
could  I  find  out  true  virtue,  as  I  did  not  feek 
for  it,  where  it  was  only  to  be  found  ?  What 
a  difference  is  there  in  the  opinions  of  philofo- 
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phers  about  its  nature  and  its  motives ;  how  con- 
tradicting is  the  judgment  of  men  on  account  of 
the  effeds  it  produces  in  particular  cafes  !  Yet 
thcfe  were  to  determine  my  method  of  afting, 
even  if  God  did  not  judge  me,  and  I  ftioulci 
refign  myfelf  up  to  my  confcience,  which  is  (o 
eafily  mifled,  fo  often  overpowered  by  paflions, 
and  fo  frequently  not  to  be  heard  at  all.  1 
found  at  leaft,  how  eafy  it  was  to  deceive  our- 
jelves  in  regard  to  our  fentiments,  though  they 
were  entirely  left  to  our  own  judgment.  I  found 
on  the  other  fide  many  that  were  well  inclined, 
though  they  were  quite  inactive.  Thefe  and 
other  reflexions  induced  me  to  think,  that  vir- 
tue confilled  in  nothing  elfe,  but  in  adions 
which  are  ufeful  to  fociety,  and  in  a  defire  of 
producing  them. — Ambition,  love  of  our  native 
country,  natural  inclination  to  what  is  good,  a 
well  regulated  felf-love,  or  even  the  knowledge 
of  religion,  when  they  are  confidered  as  motives 
of  virtu?,  I  looked  upon  as  indifferent  things, 
according  as  they  happened  to  make  different 
impreflions  upon  particular  perfons. — Reafon 
and  reflc(5tion  were,  in  my  opinion,  the 
only  teachers  and  regulators  of  virtue.  He  is 
to  be  counted  the  moil  virtuous  whofe  actions 
are  the  moll  ufeful,  the  moft  difBcult  to  be 
pradifed,  and  of  the  moft  extenfive  influence ; 
P  3  and 
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and  no  one  could  be  blamed  who  obferved  the 
laws  of  his  country,  and  the  true  principles  of 
honour. 

I  thought  I  had  found  in  the  nature  of  man 
fufficient  powers  and  fprings  to  make  him  vir- 
tuous. Revealed  religion  I  looked  upon  as  un- 
neceflary,  fmce  it  could  only  convince  men, 
whofe  underftandings  were  lefs  enlightened,  of  the 
obligations  of  virtue.  The  effedls  of  religion  I 
pever  had  perceived  within  me,  at  leaft  I  never 
had  regarded  them.  Its  doftrines  feemed  to 
contradifl  all  the  reft  of  my  notions.  Its  morals 
appeared  to  me  too  fevere,  and  I  believed  I 
found  them  Full  as  clej^r,  perfedt  and  ufeful  in 
the  writings  of  philofophers,  If  you  add  to 
this,  the  following  doubts:  Religion  is  known 
JDUt  among  a  fmall  part  of  mankind, — it  makes 
very  little  impreflion  upon  the  mind, — its  abufe 
has  produced  a  great  many  fatal  confequences,^ 
few  of  thofe  that  know  it,  aft  agreeably  to  its 
precepts, — but  very  little  hope  there  is  of  a 
future  life, — God's  mercy  will  forgive  the  faults 
of  error  and  precipitation, — the  nature  of  man 
contradifbs  the  precepts  of  religion  and  oppofes 
them  : — and  you  will  eafily  imagine  what  infer- 
ences I  drew  froni  thence. 

Reafon 
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Reafon  guided  by  underftanding,  fupported 
by  ambition,  fclf-love,  and  a  natural  inclination 
to  what  is  good,  became  now  the  principles 
which  determined  my  aflions.  To  how  many 
errors  and  millakes  was  I  expofed !  I  found  it 
not  difficult  to  excufe  my  favourite  paffions, 
and  give  myfelf  up  entirely  to  the  gratification 
of  them.  The  indulgence  of  my  fenfual  defires 
appeared  to  me,  at  the  mofl,  to  be  only  weak- 
nefs,  if  they  were  not  attended  with  bad 
confequcnces  either  to  myfelf  or  to  others,  and 
this  could  be  prevented  by  prudence  and  circum- 
fpedion.  I  found  that  many  who  pretended  to 
honour  and  virtue,  yet  indulged  them,  and  ex- 
cufed  them.  The  manners  of  the  times  permit- 
ted filently  liberties  which  were  condemned 
only  by  the  too  rigid  moralift,  but  were  treated 
with  more  indulgence  and  tendernefs  by  thofe, 
that  are  acquainted  with  the  human  heart.  Con- 
tinence was  in  my  eyes  a  virtue  produced  by 
prejudice.  Whole  nations  fubfifted  without 
Icnowing  or  praftifing  this  virtue. 

It  is  very  humiliating  to  me,  my  dear  friend, 
to  repeat  to  you  thcfe  falfe  excufes,  which,  ap- 
pear to  me  at  prefent  highly  abfurd.  However, 
they  will  be  found  adopted  by  all  thofe,  that  aft 
not  quite  thoughtlefly,  but  attempt  to  apologize 
P  4  by 
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by  arguments  for  the  irregularity  of  their  life. 
How  eafy  is  it  ki  this  manner  to  palliate  and  to  juflify 
the  indulgence  of  every  one  of  our  paffions  ?  The 
ambitious  man  finds  in  all  that  he  does  patriotifm 
and  a  laudable  ambition;  the  felf- conceited  a  noble 
pride,  founded  upon  merit,  and  ajullice  which 
he  owes  to  himfelf ;  the  flanderer  a  love  of  truth, 
and  innocent  mirth,  &$:, 

I  hoped  to  efcape  thofe  errors  by  an  accurate 
felf-examination,  and  an  enquiry  into  the  con- 
fequences  of  my  actions.  But  how  was  I  able  to 
do  this,  were  it  poflible  to  anfwer  only  for  their 
moft  immediate  conlequences  ?  Did  I  not 
deceive  myfelf,  in  believing  that  I  had  the 
ftrongeft  intentions  of  doing  good,  and  did  really 
as  much  as  I  was  able  to  do  ?  Was  it  infatua- 
tion, infenfibility  apd  affeftation,  when  I  flat- 
tered myfelf  to  find,  firmnefs  and  tranquillity  in 
my  prefent  misfortunes  ?  When  I  fearched  into 
the  caufes  of  them,  I  confidered  only  the  poli- 
tical ones,  and  how  much  could  I  find  to  excufe 
myfelf,  if  I  did  but  confider  the  nature  of  my 
fituation,  and  the  accidents  it  was  fubjed  to  ?  I 
had  but  a  confufed  idea  of  my  moral  principles, 
and  I  could  not  reject  them,  without  depriv- 
ing myfelf  of  all  comfort.  My  expedla- 
tions    of    futurity   I  befpre  told    you :     and 
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by  diffipating  my  thoughts  and  dire<5ling  them  to 
other  fubjeits,  I  could  more  eafily  bear  my  mif- 
fortiines,  and  fupport  my  natural  difpofition,  as 
the  imprefllon,  an  objefl  makes  upon  our  mind, 
grows  ftronger  by  conitantly  refledling  upon 
it. 

In  this  condition,  my  dear  friend,  you  found 
me,  and  we  began  our  Conferences.  Yoii  re- 
member how  much  I  thought  myfelf  convinced 
of  my  principles,  how  ftrongly  they  were  im- 
printed on  my  mind,  and  how  much  I  guarded 
againft  every  paffion  that  could  rife  within  me. 
However,  I  found  it  but  juft  to  enquire  into  a 
matter  that  concerned  my  happinefs,  and  which 
might  be  of  fuch  confequence  with  regard  to 
futurity.  An  opinion,  where  the  greateil  proba- 
bility amounts  to  certainty,  receives  ftill  greater 
by  examining  that  which  is  oppofite  to  it.  And 
to  anfwer  the  objections  which  can  be  made 
againfl  it,  requires  at  leafl  as  much  attention 
from  us,  as  we  beftowed  upon  the  examination 
of  the  arguments  which  induced  us  to  embrace 
it. 

Upon  confidering  my  moral  principles,  I  be- 
gan immediately  to  doubt,  whether  they  might 
npt  have  been  the  caufe  of  my  miftaking  what  I 
I  chiefly 
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chiefly  aimed  at,  namely,  the  inward  fatisfaftion 
of  my  aftioris.  I  was  very  fenfible,  how  much 
I  deferved  the  reproaches  of  my  own  mind 
as  well  as  thofe  of  others,  if  it  was  only  on  ac- 
coiini:  of  my  unhappy  friends,  whofe  mistortunes 
greatly  affecled  me.  Might  it  not  have  been 
better,  to  have  judged  of  my  aflions  more  by 
thinking  from  whence  they  arofe,  than  to  what 
they  related,  and  what  their  confequences  were  ? 
How  few  would  my  pleaiures  have  been,  and 
how  little  would  my  life  have  been  !  However, 
I  Ihould  now  have  lefs  nt-ceflity  for  repentance 
and  contrition,  though  before  I  mufl:  have  had 
greater  conflids  and  flruggles  with  myfelf.  The 
times  of  my  fuffering  are  only  altered.  If  the 
firft  had  taken  place,  my  troubles  would  have 
{  been  fhorter,  but  now  I  feel  an  uniform  and 
continued  fcries  of  difagreeable  fenfations.  I 
then  fhould  have  fuffered  only  myfelf. — And 
what  fatisf adion  have  I  received  of  all  which  for- 
tune fcemed  to  promife  me  ?  My  paflions  were 
perhaps  gratified,  but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  al-. 
ways  left  a  void  after  them.  My  wifhes  were 
fatisfied,  but  the  anxiety  1  was  under  to  preferve 
my  pofTeflions,  took  away  the  greateft  part  of 
their  pleafure.  I  enjoyed  a  variety  of  pleafures, 
which  by  their  nature  deftroy  one  another,  and 
are  at  the  moft  nothing  more  than  difTipations. 
2  I  grew 
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I  grew  at  laft  infenfible  to  the  pleafures  of  life, 
which  is  the  natural  confequence  of  being  in 
pofleflion  of  every  thing  which  can  render  life 
eafy  and  agreeable.  I  did  not  enjoy  the  comforts 
of  friendfhip  and  fociety,  as  the  fituation  I  was 
in  was  extremely  diflipated,  and  it  required  at- 
tention to  a  hundred  trifles;  befides,  the  impof. 
Ability  of  diverting  my  thoughts  from  the  little 
dependance  I  could  place  on  it,  would  not 
admit  of  any  real  fatisfadtion.  Suppofing  too, 
that  I  even  had  good  intentions,  and  the  lawful 
means  of  putting  them  into  pradice,  and  that 
my  faults  were  only  the  confequences  of  inat- 
tention and  natural  weaknefs,  I  fhould  lofe  all 
the  comforts  I  might  derive  from  the  former,  by 
reproaching  myfelf  on  account  of  the  latter.  I 
might  have  avoided  them,  by  recolleding  all 
their  confequences,  according  to  their  different 
j^lations.  However,  even  this  was  impofllble 
when  my  pafTions  reprefented  to  me  the  danger 
my  own  happinefs  and  that  of  others  was  in,  and 
the  impofTibility  of  providing  againft  confe- 
quences which  were  then  at  a  diftance. 
"When  my  paflions  and  my  reafon  were  in  op- 
pofition,  and  the  underftanding  was  to  decide,  I 
plight  have  been  always  inclined  in  favour  of 
^\}ixt  fide  where  the  pleafure  Teemed  neareft,  and 
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pain  at  the  greateft  diftance.  Ambition  and  felf- 
lovc,  and  the  influence  our  actions  have  upon  one 
another  are  eafily  explained,  and  in  their  appli- 
cation, found  fufficient  to  anfwer  their  purpofes. 
I  could  not  now  deny  but  that  my  principles 
were  not  capable  of  procuring  me  moral  tran- 
quillity, that  my  pafTions  had  been  the  chief 
fprings  of  all  my  aftions,  and  that  no  other 
comfort  remained  for  me,  but  that  which  is 
derived  from  the  inconftancy  of  human  affairs. 
I  might,  be  indebted  to  my  principles  for  my 
fuccefs  in  life,  and  my  activity  :  but  I  mull 
reject  them,  if  they  induced  me  to  commit  an 
adlion  which  deferves  reproaches,  and  which 
deftroys  my  inward  happinefs. 

I  was  ready  to  give  up  my  former  principles 
as  foon  as  I  could  difcovcr  better.  I  faw  that 
they  were  liable  to  two  objeclions.  My  way 
of  judging  of  the  morality  of  my  adions  from 
their  relations  and  coniequences,  was  neither  fafe 
nor  certain.  My  arguments  in  favour  of 
virtue,  might  be  equally  applicable  to  juilify 
the  gratification  of  my  paffions,  as  to  con- 
troul  them.  They  were  not  fufficiently 
itrong  in  their  effects,  and  were  alfo  liable  to  be 
minnterprcted,  when  my  pafiions  became  too 
impetuous.      Confcience,    the   inward  fenfe  of 

what 
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what  is  good  or  bad,  and  the  fear  of  God,  feemed 
not  to  obviate  this  difficulty.  I  found  fufficient 
reafons  to  difallow  them,  and  my  fenfuality 
would  not  permit  me  to  feel  their  impreffion. 
Should  thefe  have  taught  me  how  to  adl  with 
propriety  and  juftice  in  all  circumltances,  and  to 
make  myfelf  eafy,  though  the  confequences, 
the  opinion  of  men,  and  the  reproaches  of  my 
^ends  had  been  againft  me  ?  No  doubt.  But 
then  my  aftions  fhould  have  been  derived  from 
my  fentiments,  and  thefe  lliould  have  had  a  cer- 
tain fixed  rule  to  dirc6t  them,  to  prevent  mc 
from  falling  into  error. 


'O 


I  perceived  my  miflake,  that  I  had  placed  vir- 
tue in  a6tions  only,  without  regard  to  their  inten- 
tions, and  by  this  I  had  loft  what  I  was  perfu- 
ing,  inward  contentment.  Gelkrt  fhewed  me 
the  means  by  which  I  might  have  avoided  it. 
Jerufakm  convinced  me  what  ilrength  and  af- 
fiftance  true  devotion  furnifhes  us  with.  Rei- 
marus  removed  the  doubts  I  had,  that  God  did 
not  concern  himfelf  with  the  moral  actions  of 
men.  I  will  not  repeat  the  feries  of  meditations, 
which  convinced  me  of  the  truth  of  what  thefe 
excellent  writers  teach  us.     I  Ihall  only  repeat  a 
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few  of  them,  and  thofe  only  which  made  the 
ftrongcft  impreflion  upon  me* 

Was  it  not  the  love  of  fenfual  pleafures,  which 
made  me  deny  that  truth,  which  my  realbn 
aflented  to,  and  reprefented  other  objefts  and 
falfe  notions  as  matters  of  confequence? — Is 
there  more  fafety  and  wifdom,  where  I  find 
fimple  principles,  which  may  be  pradifed  with 
clearnefs  in  all  cafes  without  exception,  or  there, 
where  the  variety  of  opinions,  and  the  conditions 
which  are  innumerable,  require  more  time  for 
enquiring  than  adion  ?  If  the  moral  diftinftion 
between  virtue  and  vice,  is  not  to  be  founded  on 
the  intentions,  none  can  pretend  to  virtue,  at 
leaft,  it  does  not  depend  upon  our  own  wilL 
The  prudent,  the  cautious,  the  crafty,  the  hy- 
pocrite Ihall  then  be  virtuous ;  the  fimple,  the 
earelefs,  the  unhappy,  the  fincere  fhall  then  be 
called  wicked.  My  inward  fatisfaftion  will  de- 
pend on  the  opinion  of  others  and  on  accidents, 
if  I  cannot  judge  of  my  intentions  by  fome  fixed 
rules. 

It  is  a  very  narrow  notion  to  think  that  the 
univerfe  taken  together,  is  only  worth  the  atten- 
tion of  the  fupreme   Being.     We  know   that 

knowledge 
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knowledge  and  a  combination  of  many  parti- 
cular events  and  operating  caufes,  which  all  tend 
to  one  end,  produce  adions  of  the  greatcft  moral 
confequence  to  fociety.  It  is  beyond  man's 
capacity  to  reprelent  to  his  mind  thefe  thin  s  at 
once.  He  lofes  the  fight  of  the  whole,  by  ex- 
amining the  parts  feparately.  H*  is  therefore 
obliged  to  fix  his  attention  only  upon  thofc 
caufes  which  are  neareft  and  moft  fenfible  in 
their  effedts.  Thofe  which  are  more  remote 
he  muft  leave  to  chance,  or  which  is  the  fame 
thing,  he  muft  fuppofe,  that  they  will  not  fail  of 
their  end,  though'  they  are  not  in  his  power. 
But  let  us  go  further.  He  that  views  the  moft 
remote  polTible  event  at  one  vie-.v,  and  knows 
how  to  dire<5t  every  one  of  them  to  anfwer  his 
particular  defign,  and  to  remove  with  the 
greateft  facility  the  obftacles  which  are  m  his 
way,  defcrves  undoubtedly  the  name  of  a 
great  man.  The  more  regularity  and  harmony 
he  can  give  to  every  part,  the  more  can  he  de- 
pend upon  the  event.  It  muft  be  difpleafing,  if 
Ije  cannot  effect  this.  The  faults  of  fingle  fol- 
diers  cannot  be  pleafing  to  a  good  general  in 
time  of  aflion  if  he  perceives  them,  and  he  needs 
muft  difcover  them.  Many  little  irregularities 
render  the  whole  imperfect.  We  overlook 
them,  bf^raufe  our  abilities  will  not  permit  us  to 
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do  otherwife,  and  we  are  ufed  to  defpife  what  wc 
cannot  attain  to  for  want  of  power.  But  it  is 
abfurd  to  apply  this  manner  of  reafoning  to 
God,  and  to  believe  that  he  follows  our  example, 
and  takes  care  of  the  whole  without  attending  to 
particular  imperfedipns.  That  poficion :  God 
has  regulated  the  whole  in  fuch  a  manner,  that 
the  particular  irregularities  of  men  are  of  no 
confequence,  and  therefore  indifferent  to  him, 
is  founded  upon  this  principle  •,  that  man  acts 
always  according  to  a  fatal  neceflity.  God 
therefore  will  certainly  obferve,  how  far  every 
individual  a6ts  by  his  free-will  confidently  with 
his  determination.  Univerfal  happinefs  cannot 
take  place  unlefs  every  one  contributes  towards 
it. 

It  is  no  argument,  that  God  has  difpenfed  fuch 
a  number  of  good  things  in  nature,  and  the 
inftinds  of  man  are  fo  various,  that  every  one 
may  be  happy.  Others  generally  fuffer  and 
are  made  uncafy  when  cur  pofleflions  encreafe, 
and  our  enjoyments  are  great.  Therefore  the 
defire  of  encreafing  our  happinefs  in  this  manner, 
is  inconfiilent  with  our  determination.  The  in- 
creafe  of  our  moral  perfedions  can  take  place 
without  detriment  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
whole.     The  fmalleft  tranfgreffion  in  this  refped 
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mufl  be  difpleafing  to  God.  What  apologies 
can  we  make  ?  Perhaps  fuch  as  a  courtier  makes 
when  he  deceives  his  matter  to  ferve  his  friend, 
or  a  minifler  of  ftate  when  he  lofes  fight  of 
the  public  good  to  ferve  his  own  private  in- 
tereft. 

It  is  owing  to  pride  and'  prejudice  in  favour 
of  our  own  internal  ftrength,  when  we  hope  to 
be  virtuous  through  our  own  powers.  We  com- 
monly perceive  in  objeds  before  us  what  we 
want  to  fee.  It  is  impofTible  to  have  all  thofe 
ideas  prefent  in  our  mind  which  are  required 
to  draw  juft  conclufions.  We  find  thofe  foonell 
which  anfwer  our  purpofes.  The  cool  philofo- 
pher  finds  frequently  that  to  be  falfe,  which  he 
took  for  granted  before  he  begun  his  inquiries. 
And  fmce  all  this  is  moft  certain,  how  eafy  mull 
it  be  for  us  to  convince  ourfelves,  how  uncertain 
our  way  of  reafoning  is,  when  it  concerns  things 
which  we  earneftly  dcfire,  and  when  the  queftion 
is,  whether  we  fliall  allow  or  refufe  ourfelves 
the  enjoyment  of  them.  A  lively  imprefiion, 
which  prefents  us  witli  the  arguments  on 
both  fides,  is  the  only  means  to  keep  us  from 
error. 


Q^  .  Ho 


w 


(       226       ) 

How  many  difagreeable  moments  did  thefe 
reflexions  caufe  me!  They  were  fufficient  to 
convince  me  how  much  I  had  erred  from  what 
I  was  flriving  forj  how  little  I  had  aded  ac- 
cording to  the  true  end  of  my  nature,  and  how 
much  I  was  to  blame.  I  felt  with  pain,  that  I 
had  followed  falfe  principles  and  narrow  pre- 
judices. You  know,  how  much  I  was  con- 
cerned for  the  misfortune  of  thofe  perfons  with 
whom  I  had  been  connefted.  Nothing  was  now 
left  me,  but  to  endeavour  to  leJTen  the  uneafmefs 
I  felt,  fmce  I  found  myfelf  the  only  caufe  of  it. 
But  my  pain  became  more  violent,  whenever  I 
confidered  my  fituation  from  that  fide,  where  it 
made  the  greateft  impreflion  upon  me.  The 
many  confequences  of  my  vices,  and  the  thoughts 
that  I  had  offended  God,  moft  deeply  affefted 
me. 

However,  my  former  turn  of  thought  made 
me  miftruft,  whether  my  prefent  fentiments 
were  not  perhaps  more  a  confequence  of  my  pre- 
fent fituation  of  mind,  than  of  the  convi6tion  of 
my  underflanding.  The  uncertainty  I  was  under 
concerning  the  nature  of  my  foul  and  its  im- 
mortality, prevented  me  from  giving  my  full 
affent.  Bonnet  anfwered  all  my  doubts  as  far  as 
mere  reafon  can  arrive  at  any  certainty.     I  could 
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not  deny  that  my  prefent  difpofition  of  mind,  if  I 
compared  it  with  a  former  one,  was  better  adapted 
to  enquire  after  truth  and  to  find  it  out.  Before, 
I  ufed  to  pafs  over  every  thing  which  oppofed  my 
paflions,  and  found  good  what  they  defired : 
but  I  was  now  more  inclined  to  be  cautions  and 
miftruftful,  and  it  is  a  great  thing  to  acknow- 
ledge our  faults.  The  more  I  confidered  my 
former  doubts,  the  lefs  reafon  I  had  to  think 
them  to  be  of  any  confequence.  I  examined  every 
particular  argument  in  favour  of  my  former 
opinion  :  but  at  laft  I  was  obliged  to  own  with 
Gellert,  that  if  all  that  we  know  from  reafon, 
of  God,  of  our  foul,  and  our  moral  happinefs 
was  uncertain,  truth  muft  be  folly,  and  error 
mull  be  wifdom. 

You  know,  my  dear  friend,  how  much  thefc 
truths  increafed  my  uneafmefs  :  I  faw  continually 
new  objeds,  which  hitherto  had  remained  undif- 
covered,  on  account  of  the  livelinefs  of  the  firft 
impreinons.  The  indifference  I  had  to  any  fixed 
principles,  my  negledl  of  every  fingle  obligation, 
my  remiflhefs  in  doing  good,  when  I  iiad  oppor- 
tunity or  abilities  for  it,  the  mifchief  which  my 
example,  and  the  propagating  of  my  principles 
might  do,  the  difpleafure  of  God  which  my 
tranfgrcflions  muft  draw  upon  me ;  all  thefe  cir- 
0^2  cumftances 
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cumftances  united  produced  in  me  the  greateft 
anxiety.  And  how  could  I  leffen  the  anxiety  luch 
reflexions  occafioned  me  ?  I  took  the  refolution 
to  ad  according  to  that  truth  which  I  had  found, 
I  had  a  lively  fenfe  of  my  former  tranfgrefiionSj 
but  from  whence  could  I  derive  the  hopes  of  re- 
pairing what  was  d6ne,  or  burying  it  in  oblivion  ? 
It  is  uncertain  whether  good  intentions  will  al- 
ways be  equally  ftrong  ;  perhaps  new  inticements 
and  the  errors  of  my  underftanding  may  over- 
power them.  The  thought  which  is  directed  to- 
wards God,  the  fentiments,  confcience,  and  the 
recolleftion  of  its  reproaches  can  be  weakened. 
Virtue  cannot  prevent  vice  from  being  hurtful, 
much  lefs  can  it  repair  the  damage  which  is  done. 
Time,  opportunities  and  former  fituations  were 
loft  to  me,  and  but  little  comfort  was  left  me  from 
this  view.  When  I  refleiled  on  the  idea  which 
reafon  afforded  me  of  God,  I  had  but  little  hopes 
to  flatter  myfelf  that  my  fins  would  be  forgiven. 
If  I  attempted  to  form  tlie  moll  favourable  idea 
of  God's  mercy,  that  he  would  confider  the  weak- 
nefs  and  imperfedion  of  human  nature,  Ifawat  the 
fame  time  his  jufticeand  immutability,  which  were 
directly  contrary  to  this  idea.  The  confequences 
of  actions  happen  in  the  moral  world  as  they  do 
in  the  natural,  according  to  certain  fixed  rules. 
To  thefe  fettled  laws  God  leaves  the  fiite  of  man, 
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and  his  fate  depends  upon  himfelf,  fince  he  ads 
with  liberty.  Experience  teaches  us  fufficiently  that 
no  exception  is  to  be  made  to  this  rule.  Every 
crime  and  every  tranfgrefllon  carries  its  punilh- 
ment  along  with  it.  Perhaps  no  inftance  can  be 
produced  which  would  not  convince  us  of  the 
truth  of  this  aflertion,  if  we  eftimate  man's  hap- 
pinefs  according  to  what  he  feels  within  himfelf, 
and  not  according  to  the  general  notions  we  have 
of  good  fortune.  The  irregularity  and  variety  of 
our  pafllons  are  evils,  and  the  painful  confciouf- 
nefs  of  the  crimes  we  have  committed  never 
leaves  us.  Will  God  produce  good  out  of  evil, 
to  remove  the  misfortunes  which  our  fins  brought 
upon  us,  and  which  are  a  proof  of  his  difplea- 
fure  ? 

Of  thefe  truths  I  always  have  been  convinced, 
but  I  looked  upon  them  as  neceffary  evils  con- 
nefted  with  our  fate,  which  would  ceafe  with  this 
life,  even  if  they  could  be  called  a  kind  of  pu- 
nifhment.  I  could  diminilh  the  lively  imprenion 
of  thefe  evils  by  a  firmnefs  of  foul,  by  coolnefs 
of  mind  acquired  by  practice,  and  a  contem- 
plation of  the  evils  themfelves,  without  fancying 
them  greater  than  they  really  arc.  Patience,  I 
fancied,  might  make  us  indifferent  about  them, 
^nd  dilTipation  make  us  entirely  forget   them. 

Q.  3  ^"P- 
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Supported  by  thefe  confiderations,  I  fubmitted 
to  my  misfortunes,  fmce  I  could  not  avoid  them, 
and  they  appeared  to  me  in  this  light  lefs .terrible. 
We  are  apt  to  fuppofe  an  old  erroneous  tenet  to 
be  true,  as  we  are  apt  to  believe  an  often  repeated 
falfhood.  That  hope  which  makes  death  the  end 
of  all  our  misfortunes,  requires  the  greateft  firm- 
nefs  and  indifference  to  fupport  it.  You  know 
thofe  reafons  which  ferve  to  infpire  us  with  com- 
fort in  regard  to  a  future  life,  agreeably  to  my 
former  principles,  and  confidering  eternity  in  the 
view  I  did.  However-,  the  uncertainty  of  all  this 
would  have  occafioned  the  greateft  uneafinefs, 
even  at  a  time  when  I  fhould  not  have  been  diffi- 
dent of  my  own  ftrength. 

The  continuation  of  my  moral  enquiries  did 
jiot  decreafe  this.  Remembrance  will  be  an 
cflential  matter,  whereby  my  future  ftate  is  to  be 
connected  with  my  prefent  one.  How  (hould  I 
obliterate  the  memory  of  thefe  reproaches  which 
torment  me  now  ?  how  fhould  I  regulate  my 
itntiments  ?  Every  thing  renewed  the  confciouf- 
nefs  of  my  former  reproaches,  and  I  was  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  my  way  of  thinking,  that  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  ftill  more  difficult  to  leave  it,  than 
any  other  cuftom  I  have  been  ufed  to.  I  found 
this  to  be  the  fadt ;  for  my  underftanding, 
5  though 
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though  convinced,  yet  thought,  doubted,  apolo- 
gized, and  faw  a  poflibility  of  my  not  being  in 
the  wrong.  The  repeating  of  thofc  reflexions 
which  had  fliewn  me  my  errors,  brought  me 
back  to  truth :  however,  I  could  not  arrive  at 
any  certainty  in  regard  to  a  future  life,  and  the 
confequences  of  my  tranfgreflions  with  refpefb 
to  the  Deity.  The  truths  of  revealed  reli- 
gion did  not  yet  make  any  imprefTion  upon  my 
mind. 

You  gave  me  the  Hiftory  of  the  three  laft 
Years  of  the  Life  of  Chrift  -,  I  read  it,  and  how 
excellent  did  I  find  the  doftrines  it  contained  ! 
Its  moral  principles  are  fimple,  clear,  and 
adapted  to  every  fituation  in  life.  Whoever 
knows  how  difficult  it  is  to  reduce  a  fcience  to 
general  principles,  cannot  obferve  this  without 
furprize,  even  if  he  confidcrs  Chrift  only  as  a  mere 
man.  I  was  afliamed  to  find  here  again  what  I 
formerly  had  torgot,  and  afterwards  believed  it  to 
be  owing  to  feveral  books  of  morality  I  had  read. 
I  was  convinced  that  the  fpirit  of  revenge  was 
wrong,  but  I  did  not  remember  that  Chrift  had 
ever  forbid  ic.  The  love  of  our  enemies  had 
never  before  been  tr.uglic  us,  and  it  appeared  to 
me  contradidory  to  our  nature.  I  wiftied  to  be 
convinced,  not  only  of  this  chriftian  duty,  but 
0.4  of 
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of  all  the  other  principles  of  Chrift's  dodrinc. 
Thofe  objeclions  which  were  made  againft  Chrift 
on  account  of  his  birth,  his  education  in  Egypt, 
and  the  inftrudtion  he  received  in  the  fciences 
"^hich  were  taught  by  the  Jews,  made  me  ima- 
gine that  his  do6trine  was  more  than  human. 
How  could  he  be  above  the  prejudices  of  edu- 
cation and  inftruftion  ?  hov/  could  he  teach  things 
quite  contrary  to  them  ?  Tliere  is  nothing  contra- 
di6tory  in  his  doctrines  or  in  his  actions.  We  can 
eafily  convince  ourfelves  of  this,  if  we  only  avoid 
judging  according  to  our  own  manners,  cuftoms 
and  prejudices.  Not  to  get  acquainted  with  the 
Gofpel  becaufe  Chrift  was  a  Jew,  is  the  fame  in 
reality  as  if  one  Ihould  objefttoread  the  writings 
of  Mendelfon  *,  becaufe  he  is  a  Jew.  The  life 
of  Chrift,  publiftied  at  Zurich,  delivers  the  hi- 
ftory  in  a  modern  ftile,  and  in  an  uninterrupted 
connexion.  Though  the  manner  of  writing,  and 
the  expreflions  ufed  by  the  facred  penmen,  were 
not  fuch  as  I  greatly  objefted  to,  yet  they  have 
prevented  me  from  reading  ferious  enquiries  on 
the  facred  writings,  ilnce  I  ufed  to  read  moftly 
thofe  books  which  were  written  againft  them. 

Mofes  Mendelfon  is  a  learned  Jew,  now  iiving  at 
Berlin.  He  has  acquired  great  reputation  by  his  philofo- 
phical  writings.  Some  mention  is  made  of  him  in  the  Cri- 
tical Jleview,  vol.  xxxiv.  p.  223. 

A  divine 
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.'^A  divine  revelation  had  appeared  to  me  unn&- 
ceflary,  its  hiltorical  evidence  dubious,  and  the 
fafls  related  feemed  to  be  very  improbable.  I 
now  began  to  be  convinced  of  the  necefilty  of  a 
divine  revelation  ;  for  many  reafons,  and  in  parti- 
cular the  necelTity  of  finding  out  ftronger  motives 
for  virtue  than  thofe  which  reafon  only  fupply  us 
with,  would  no  longer  let  me  doubt  of  it. 
Bonnet  and  Lefs  proved  to  me  the  poflibility  and 
credibility  of  the  miracles.  IVeJl  might  have 
been  fully  fufficient  to  have  convinced  me  of  the 
truth  of  Chrift's  refurredlion,  but  you  know  I 
examined  all  the  reft  of  the  arguments.  I  be- 
lieved many  fafts  which  are  taught  in  natural 
philofophy,  where  I  could  not  difcover  the  caufe 
and  its  efFeds  •,  v^rhy  did  I  doubt  of  the  polTibi- 
lity  of  miracles,  when  the  defign  intended  by 
them  is  fo  clear  ?  Certainly  there  was  no  other 
reafon,  but  becaufe  I  was  not  inclined  to  it.  I  am 
now  as  fure  of  the  facls  the  truth  of  a  divine  reve* 
lation  is  founded  upon,  as  if  I  faw  them  before 
mc.  When  a  number  of  credible  witneiTes  agree 
in  things  in  which  our  fenfes  are  only  concerned, 
I  am  as  much  convinced  of  them,  as  if  I  knew 
them  from  my  own  experience.  It  was  neceffary 
for  me  to  attain  the  higheft  degree  of  certainty  in 
this  refpecSl,  in  order  to  remove  all  doubts  vvhich 
now  and  then  perplexed  my  underftanding;  and 
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I  praife  God,  with  a  lively  fenfe  of  gratitude, 
that  I  have  met  with  fuccefs. 

You  know,  my  dear  friend,  with  what  a  dif- 
pofition  of  heart  I  began  thefe  enquiries.  My 
former  principles  taught  me  to  guard  againft 
every  vioknt  affedion.  Ufe,  the  nature  of  my  em- 
ployments, and  the  manner  in  which  I  rofe  to  my 
former  profperity,  had  procured  me  a  habit  of 
afling  in  ail  circumiiances  v,ith  coolnefs.  I  found 
I  had  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive,  that  in  one 
point  tendernefs  v/ould  get  the  better  of  my  un- 
derflanding,  and  this  was  friendfhip.  This  only 
made  me  lenfible  of  the  fituation  I  was  in  •,  for 
neither  the  pofieflion  nor  the  lofs  of  my  former 
profperity  afFefted  me  much.  I  was  always  upon 
my  guard  againft  my  fancy,  and  for  this  very 
reafon  I  avoided  reading  poets  and  other  authors 
that  could  inflame  it.  I  was  often  doubtful 
about  my  opinions  and  miftrufted  them,  but 
when  I  once  had  adopted  them  as  true,  I  avoided 
further  enquiry  and  change,  becaufe  they  pre- 
vented my  putting  them  in  practice.  My  obfti- 
nacy,  and  my  indefatigable  purfuit  of  the  fame 
object,  together  with  the  coolnefs  I  a<5led  with, 
have  contributed  much  to  my  profperity  and  my 
misfortune,  and  they  might  have  been  the  caufc 
of  making  me  lofe  everlafting  happinefs,  if  the 
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many  proofs  which  I  have  heard  and  read  of  it, 
had  not  recovered  me  from  my  error. 

The  examination  of  the  hiftorical  arguments 
of  divine  revelation  with  care  and  precaution,  has 
fatisfied  and   convinced   me.     Being  certain  of 
this,  it  was  an  eafy  matter  for  me  to  remove  all 
my  other  doubts.    I  was  certain  there  muft  be 
ftronger  arguments  to  convince  us,   than  diole 
which  mere  reafon  furniihes  us  v^ith.     A  proper 
degree  cf  felf-love,  honour,    and  love  of  virtue, 
are  liable  to  To  many  explanations,  our  under- 
ftanding  can  fo  eafily  be  impofed  upon,    and  our 
will  is  wiih  fomuch  difficulty  reftrained,  from  con- 
fidering  the  obje<5t  only  froir^  the  point  of  view  in 
which  it  is  moft  agreeable.  Nothing  can  have, 
greater  efFeft  upon  our  conciudt  than  a  habit  of 
devotion,  and  though  I  thought  religion  always 
ufeful  for  this  puipofe,  I  neverthelefs  believed, 
■  that  a  fuilicient  knowledge  of  our  duty,   and   a 
delire  of  acting  conformably  to  it,  were  at   all 
times  fufficient  motives  for  btring  virtuous. 

I  found  the  origin  of  religious  ceremonies 
in  ilie  natural  fears  and  infirmities  of  men ;  I 
faw  how  much  the  many  revolutions  which 
have  happened,  have  increafed  them,  and  what 
influence  the  manners,  cuftoms,  and  ways 
of  thinking  of  nations   had  had   upon    th(^n. 
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This  confideration  made  me  acknowledo-e  with 
gratitude,  the  excellence  of  chriftianity,  whofe 
ceremonies  are  fo  clear  and  well  founded.     We 
accuftom    ourfelves  to  thofe  thino-s   which   we 
fee  daily  -,  we  perceive  how  they  happen,  bijt  are 
unacquainted  with  their  remote  caufes,  which,  at 
laft,  lofe  all  their  effeft.     For  this  very  reafon 
the  idea  of  the  exiftence  of  a  God,  and  his  pro- 
vidence over  all  things,  is  fo  little  difcoverable  in 
our   aflions.      Our   internal   fenfations,  confci- 
ence,  and  the  contemplation  of  nature,  feldom 
carry  us  fo  far  back  as  to  make  any  alteration  in 
our  moral  condud.     The  will  of  God,  in  regard 
to  our  happinefs,  remains  doubtful  to  our  rea- 
fon, as  long  as  it  is  left  to  the  decifion  of  our 
iinderftanding.     The  various  revelations  in  the 
Old  Teftament,  prophecies,  laws,    and  remark- 
able punifhments,   coulJ  be  looked  upon  as  im- 
poltures  of  men,  and  as  things  which  arofe  from 
natural  caufes :  but  fmce  Chrift  has  come  into 
the  world,  and  told  us  that  his  docflrine  was  the 
will  of  God,  and  that  he  was  fent  to  inftruft  us, 
and  that  he  himfelf  v/as  the  true  God  j  no  further 
excufe  remains    for  our    ignorance  and    error. 
Every  one  to  whom  the  opportunity  is   offered, 
and  who  will   accept  of  it,  can  eafily  convince 
himfelf  of  its  truth. 
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An  unexceptionable  evidence  is  as  certain  as 
our  own  experience,  and  whoever  wants  the  latter 
teftimony,  may  confider  the  prefent  ftate  of  the 
Jews,  who  are  living  witnefTes  of  the  truth  of 
Chrift*s  prophecies.  No  perfecution,  oppref- 
fion  and  contempt  could  ever  induce  this  people 
to  mix  with  other  nations,  and  to  adopt  their 
manners  and  cuftoms.  The  wonders  by  which 
Chrill  has  confirmed  his  divine  miflion  can  be 
proved  wi.h  the  fame  certainty.  They  were 
performed  without  any  preparations,  without 
any  circumftances  that  might  have  impofed  upon 
the  fenfes,  without  any  previous  expedlation,  be- 
fore a  number  of  incredulous  fpedators,  in  fuch  a 
manner  that  no  impofitlon  can  poflibly  be  fuf- 
pcfled.  They  were  befides  of  fuch  a  nature  that 
every  man  of  common  underftanding  might  per- 
ceive, that  thofe  means  v.'hich  were  made  ufe  of 
never  could  produce  fuch  effeds.  A  man,  born 
blind,  recovered  his  fight ;  one  that  had  lain 
four  days  in  the  grave,  came  to  life  again  j  a  pa- 
ralytic was  reftored  to  health  again  •, — and  all  this 
by  only  fpcaking  a  word.  If  we  v.crc  to  fup- 
pofe  that  in  the  regular  courfe  of  nature  fuch  a 
thing  was  to  happen  juft  at  tliis  time,  or  that  God 
produced  thefe  events  by  the  interpofition  of 
almipjhty  power,  it  follows,  in  the  firfl:  inftancc*, 
that  Chrift  mull  have  been  informed  of  it  before, 
I  and. 
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and,  in  the  fecondy  that  God  heard  him.  Both 
which  are  equally  a  miracle,  and  a  proof  of  his 
divine  mifiion. 

As  foon  as  I  was  convinced  of  this  :  nothing 
remained,  but  to  examine  whether  the  doftrine 
which  he  preached,  and  we  are  to  believe,  con- 
tained any  thing  that  contradidted  reafon.  He 
wifiies  me  to  be  happy  and  to  be  virtuous ;  to  feek 
for  my  happinefs  not  in  fenlual  pleafures  and  in 
the  gratification  of  my  pafTions  -,  to  love  God 
above  all  things,  and  to  deal  with  my  neighbour 
as  I  wifli  to  be  dealt  with  myfelf.  He  enjoins 
me  to  believe  that  there  is  another  life  after  this, 
where  the  condition  I  fhall  be  in  will  depend  on 
the  fentiments  and  aftions  of  this  prefent  life ; 
that  without  the  afliftance  of  God  I  am  unable 
either  to  think  or  a6b  virtuoufly ;  that  God  will 
do  nothing  extraordinary  for  me,  to  remove  the 
fatal  confequences  of  my  tranfgrefllons,  which  I 
have  to  fear  in  a  future  life  ;  that  God  has  fent 
him  to  give  me  the  mod  undoubted  afTurance  of 
his  juftice,  and  his  immutability  :  but  that  this, 
at  the  fame  time,  is  the  greateft  proof  of  his  love 
towards  me,  fmce  through  him  I  am  made  ac- 
quainted with  the  fureft  way  of  becoming  accept- 
able to  the  Supreme  Being. — All  this  is  very 
confiftent  with  reafon. 
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But  Clirift  commanded  me  befiues,  to  l-)elieve 
that  he  was  very  God  and  very  man,  and  the  foQ 
of  God;  and  that  in  the  divine  nature  the  Fa- 
ther, Son  and  Koly  Ghoft  are  one.  This  feemed 
to  contradict  all  my  notions  which  I  hitherro  had 
entertained.  But  I  knew  that  the  word  of  Chrift 
was  always  truth,  that  he  muft  be  fully  ac- 
quainted with  thefe  myfteries,  and  that  I  had  not 
the  leaft  reafon  to  imagine,  he  v^ould  require  of 
me  to  believe  any  thing  that  was  contradidory  to 
reafon.  It  might  be  above  my  underftanding-,  but 
how  many  things  do  we  meet  with  in  the  courfe 
of  nature,  whofe  exiftence  we  cannot  deny, 
without  being  able  to  explain  why  they  are  {Oy 
and  how  they  are  connected  with  their  caufcs  ? 
1  thought  myielf  obliged  to  believe  thefe  myfte- 
ries  upon  the  word  of  Chrift;  neverthelelefs  I  con- 
fidered  them  with  great  attention,  without  find- 
ing them  contradictory.  God  might  reveal  him- 
felf  unto  us  in  a  different  manner  from  that  he  had 
hitherto  made  ufe  of,  though  our  reafon  was  un- 
able to  explain  it.  God  chofe  for  this  the  lan- 
guage of  men,  and  thofe  figns  by  which  we  com- 
municate our  ideas  to  each  other.  The  very  God 
who  fppke  through  Chrift,  was  the  fame  who 
made  himfelf  known  to  us  as  Father  and  Holy 
Ghoft.  It  cannot  be  denied  that  God,  when  we 
confider  his  nature  as  well  as  his  attributes,  could 
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riot  be  able  to  produce  various  efFe6ls  at  the  fame 
time,  without  our  being  obliged  to  believe  that 
his  eflfence  is  divided.  It  therefore  was  the  Su- 
preme Being,  which  reafon  teaches  us  to  be  one, 
that  operated  through  Chriflr,  though  it  only  ap- 
peared under  a  human  form,  and  made  itfelf 
known  to  us,  fmce  we  ourfelves  could  not  per- 
ceive it  by  our  fenfes.  We  are  ufed  to  apply 
more  common  notions  to  lefs  known  objeds,  in 
order  to  explain  more  exactly  the  idea  we  have  of 
them.  This  has  recalled  to  my  mind  the  idea  of 
gravity,  which  in  different  bodies  operates  diffe- 
rently, though  the  power  itfelf  is  always  the 
fame.  I  have  not  found  any  thing  contradidtory 
in  this  idea  of  the  Trinity,  notwithftanding  that 
I  have  reflefted  upon  this  fubjecl  with  great  ac- 
curacy, and  in  more  different  views  than  I  have 
done  here.  In  the  fame  manner  I  have  found 
nothing  contradictory  in  Chrifl's  making  known 
unto  us  God  as  Father  and  Holy  Ghofl. 

How  eafily  can  we  fall  into  errors  if  any  one 
wants  to  give  us  an  idea  of  a  thing  unknown  to 
us,  by  comparing  it  with  another  we  are  ac- 
quainted with.  I  dare  not  apply,  in  fuch  cafes^ 
every  little  idea  an.nexed  to  the  objeft,  to  the 
other  which  I  want  to  explain  it  by.  If  I  was  to 
tell  an  Indian,    that  the  water  in  our  climate 
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grows  fometimes  as  hard  as  (lone,  and  he  fliould 
then  think  that  ice  might  be  made  red  hot,  and 
be  ufed  for  materials  to  build  a  houfe,  he  would 
think  fomething  very  abfurd.  Chrift  has  fhewn 
us  God  under  the  charafter  of  a  Father,  in  order 
to  compare  his  love  towards  his  fon  under  a 
figure  that  was  known  to  us.  A  philofophical 
defcription  would  not  have  cleared  it  up  better. 
But  if  we  were  to  apply  to  God  every  thing  that 
falls  under  the  notion  of  a  father,  we  Ihould  be 
liable  to  the  fame  miftake  of  the  Indian.  In 
the  fame  manner  we  can  conceive  how  Chrift,  the 
Son  of  God,  was  born  from  his  Father.  From  all 
eternity  God  would  make  himfelf  known  to  us  by 
Chrift,  and  the  word,  beget,  conveyed  to  us  the 
beft  idea  of  this  myfterious  tranfaftion  within  the 
Deity.  We  can  likewife  form  an  idea  of  that  rela- 
tion which  fubfifts  between  the  Father  and  Chrift, 
by  thinking  him  the  Son  of  God  -,  we  are  only 
to  feparate  thofe  ideas  which  reafon  teaches  us 
not  to  be  applicable  to  God.  The  Son  has  his 
eflence  of  the  Father,  and  it  is  the  fame  with 
that  the  Father  has  -,  he  loves  him,  and  what  is 
his  is  likev/ife  the  Son's. 

Lallly,  Chrift  promifes,   that  after  his  depar- 
ture,   the  fpirit   of  God   fliould    confirm   thefe 
truths  which  he  had  taught.     This  was  done  in 
R  a  vifible 
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a  vifible  manner  by  thofe  gifts  which  the  Apoflles 
received,  and  he  continues  to  operate  upon  thofe 
who  obferve  the  dodrines  of  Chrifl:,  and,  by  fo 
doing,  are  capable  of  making  good  refolutions, 
and  of  thinking  and  of  ading  as  it  pleafes  God. 

God  has  now  revealed  himfelf  in  a  threefold 
manner,  and  every  one  of  them  reprefents  him 
to  me  as  the  author  and  promoter  of  my 
happinefs.  We  are  ufed  to  exprefs  compound 
ideas  with  a  fmgle  word,  to  avoid  prolixity.  For 
this  reafon,  the  word,  perfon,  was  made  ule  of 
in  the  do6lrine  of  the  Trinity.  If  I  now  find  a  con- 
tradidion,  when  I  fay,  "  There  is  one  God,  but 
three  perfons  in  him,"  the  fault  is  then  in  my 
underilanding  •,  its  notions  are  not  juft,  it  com- 
bines the  common  notions  of  God  and  of  a  per- 
fon in  a  (Irange  and  improper  manner.  If  I  was 
tooppcfe  the  dod;rineof  the  Trinity,  I  Ihould  a(5t 
like  the  Indian  who  would  not  believe  the  exig- 
ence of  ice,  becaufe  he  was  told  that  it  would 
melt  and  turn  into  water  again  in  the  fummer  and 
by  the  fire. 

Irefiefton  Chrift's  redemption,  to  which  my 
underftanding  has  no  objedion.  *I  am  convinced 
how  neceflary  ic  is  for  my  happinefs  to  know,  that 
fny  adions  are  not  indifferent  to  God  :  and  now 
I  am  afTured,  with  all  hiftorical   certainty,  that 
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Chrift  lived,  and  was  proved  to  be  intimately 
conneded  with  the  Deity,  by  performing  fuch 
aftions  as  cannot  be  explained  by  natural  caufes.  He 
afliires  me  of  his  friendlhip,  and  I  cannot  con- 
ceive what  advantage  could  arife  to  him,  or  what 
intention  he  could  have  to  deceive  me.     I  am 
inclined  to  believe  my  friend  in  a  matter,  where 
his  former  tranfaftions  have  convinced  me  that 
his  knowledge  is  fuperior  to  mine,  if  my  under- 
'   Handing  finds  nothing  contradi6tory  in  it.    Chrift 
tells  me,  that  he  knows  the  wiU  of  God,  and 
that  God  himfelf  fpcaks  to  me  through  him, 
which  certainly  is  the  beft  way  to  learn  his  will. 
The  dodrines  he   inculcates   agree   with   thofe 
which  my  own  reafon  teaches  to  be  neceffary  for 
my  Iiappinefs ;  and  I  was   fenlible  how  eafily  I 
could  mifapply  thefe  doftrines,  if  I  did  not  al- 
ways remember,  that  God  faw  my  adlions.  What- 
ever determined  me  formerly  to  adl  in  fuch  a. 
planner  as  my  own  happinefs  required,  I  owed  to 
other  caufes  and  intentions,  and  why  fbould  I  not 
have    interpreted  the  adions    and  kindnefs  of 
Chrift  in  the  fame  manner  ?     He  recalls  to  my 
memory  whatever  I  know  from  political  and  na- 
tural hiftory,  and  exprefly  allures  me  that  extra- 
ordinary events  were  defigned  for  this   purpcfe. 
He  fums  up  all  thcie  together  in  this  Angle  pro- 
pofition  :  God  loves  man  as  a  father.    Now  God 
R  2  Ihews 


(  244  ) 
Ihews  himfelf  as  a  friend.  Chrift  is  defpifed  and 
looked  upon  as  an  impoftor,  though  he  teaches 
nothing  but  the  manner  in  which  we  may  become 
happy,  and  performs  aflions  which  are  beneficial 
to  men.  To  convince  me  more  fully  of  his  fm- 
cerity,  he  gives  me  the  grcateft  proof  of  his 
friendfliip  :  he  fuffers  death  in  confirmation  of  a 
truth,  of  which  was  I  not  certain,  and  did  not 
confirm  it  accordingly,  I  could  not  be  happy. 
God,  with  whom  Chrift  is  clofcly  connedted, 
permits  all  this.  Can  I  now  ever  doubt  that 
God's  providence  extends  to  me  ?  I  know  from 
reafon  that  the  regularity  in  my  conduft  muft  be 
pleafing  to  God,  and  that  it  is  impoflible  for  me 
to  ad:  agreeably  to  it,  if  I  had  not  a  lively  idea  of 
God's  omniprefence.  I  know  him  now  in  the 
character  of  father  and  friend,  and  under  both 
thefe  denominations  always  fliall  reprefent  him 
to  me. 

Chrift  enjoins  me  in  particular  to  believe  in 
him,  and  to  remember  his  love  towards  me,  and 
really  without  tliis  I  fl:iould  not  be  able  to  per- 
form my  duty.  The  more  I  refleft  on  thefc 
truths  which  he  has  taught  me,  the  more  I  find 
how  far  I  am  from  living  in  a  manner  that  would 
pleafe  God.  Should  I  not  be  extremely  forry 
for  having  ofl^ended  a  friend  whom  I  neglected, 
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and  would  not  know?  I  was  uncertain  whether 
there  might  be  a  future  life,  and  whether  the  con- 
fequences  of  my  offences  could  have  any  influence 
upon  it.  Chrift  promifes  me,  that  God  will 
avert  thefe  evils,  if  I  place  an  unrefcrved  confi- 
dence in  his  friendfhip. — I  am  eafy  with  regard  to 
what  is  paffed,  however  I  know  how  foon  a  pre- 
fent  idea  effaces  a  former  one :  and  this  is  the 
cafe  when  I  ftrongly  defire  what  I  fhould  deny 
myfelf.  The  doftrine  of  Chrift  informs  me  of 
this  likewife.  The  fpirit  of  God  will  revive  thefe 
doctrines  within  me,  if  I  make  myfelf  well  ac- 
quainted with  them,  and  conftantly  endeavour 
to  put  them  into  pradice. 

There  is  nothing  in  my  reafon  that  could  pre- 
vent me  from  being  fully  convinced,  that  thele 
means  Chrift  teaches  me,  are  the  only  ones  that 
can  render  me  virtuous  and  acceptable  to  God, 
It  is  my  own  fault  if  I  do  not  receive  and  make 
ufe  of  them  ;  for  I  then  refufe  to  be  happy.  God 
will  not,  for  my  own  fake,  interrupt  thofe  regu- 
lations he  has  made  in  regard  to  future  life.  I 
muft  feel  the  b  id  confequences  of  my  negled, 
and  of  the  vain  hopes  which  I  placed  in  God's 
mercy.  I  am  obliged  to  him  that  he  has  made 
himfelf  known  to  me  in  fo  extraordinary  a  man- 
ner. I  could  not  even  exped  to  deferve  the 
R  3  happy 
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happy  confequences  of  the  refolution  I  had 
made  of  obeying  Chrift's  precepts  i  fince,  with- 
out the  p^tpetual  affiftance  of  the  Spirit  of  God, 
I  am  unable  to  obey  them,  and  fmce,  notwith- 
ilanding  this  affiftance,  I  fo  frequently  negled 
and  forget  them. 

This  is  entirely  confident  with  the  doftrine  of 
Chrift.  I  always  believe  thefe  three  but  one 
God,  and  the  idea  I  have  makes  the  Trinity  not 
different  Deities.  All  this  is  conformable  with 
my  reafon.  However,  I  durit  not  hope,  con- 
fidering  God  and  myfelf,  that  this  Supreme 
Being  would  be  fo  merciful  as  to  teach  me  how, 
according  to  the  fentiments  of  my  own  under^ 
ftanding,  I  could  be  happy.  Full  of  gratitude 
and  confcious  of  my  being  unworthy,  1  adore  it, 
and  {hall  never  defiH  to  adore  and  praife  the 
mercy,  fhewn  to  me  through  Chrift. 

I  was  greatly  affected  when  I  read  the  life  of 
Chrift.  It  increafed  my  pains,  and  gave  me 
new  ones.  But  I  was  afraid  it  was  owing  to  my 
difpofition  of  mind,  becaufe  I  was  ftill  full  of 
doubts.  The  examination  of  the  truth  of  the 
chriftran  religion  became  more  agreeable  to  me, 
the  more  I  advanced  in  it.  My  reafon  was  fatis- 
ficd  with  it,  but  1  did  not  find  thofe  inward 
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feelings,  which,  as  I  had  heard,  were  connec- 
ted with  true  chriftianity,  according  to  the 
confufed  notions  of  fome  people.  Spalding^s 
book  fet  me  right  in  this  point.  I  found  here 
how  difficult  it  is  to  get  rid  of  opinions  and 
fentimcnts  which  are  become  a  fecond  nature, 
though  I  was  convinced  that  they  were  falfe  and 
deftrudlive.  My  doubts  arofe  contrary  to  my 
wifhes,  and  I  did  not  pafs  them  over  before  I 
had  examined  them  feparately,  and  had  fre- 
quently reflefled  on  the  arguments  for  the  truth 
of  religion. 

The  application  of  its  dodrines  produced  with- 
in me  a  lively  repentance,  forrow,  fhame,  and 
fentiments  of  humility.  Without  anxiety  or 
fear  I  expected  the  comfort  which  the  Gofpel 
promifed  me.  To  regulate  my  fentiments  agree- 
able to  its  precepts,  was  my  chief  employment. 
The  perpetual  remembrance  of  the  greatnefs  of 
God's  mercy,  which  was  fhewn  to  me  by  the 
redemption  of  Chrift,  made  me  overcome  thofe 
difficulties  I  found  arofe  from  my  natural  dif- 
pofuion.  The  pleafure  of  finding  a  happinefs, 
which  I  hitherto  had  wilfully  renounced, 
could  not  produce  in  me  a  lively  joy,  becaufe 
I  remembered  that  I  had  been  feeking  it  formerly 
in  a  manner  that  could  not  pleafe  God.  It  wa^ 
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impofTible  to  make  myfelf  perfedlly  eafy.  I  was 
prevented  from  this,  by  the  thought  that  if  I 
bad  formerly  entertained  my  prefent  fentiments, 
I  might  have  thereby  excited  thofe  perfons,  with 
whom  I  had  been  moft  intimate,  to  enquire  after 
the  fame  happinefs.  Now  I  am  praying  to  God 
that  he  may  do  it,  and  I  am  perfuaded  he  will, 
fmce  Chrift  has  promifed  it.  Prayer  takes  away 
the  uneafinefs  I  have  on  this  and  other  points, 
which  are  difas-reeable  for  me  to  remember.     I 

D 

dired  my  thoughts  to  God,  repeat  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Gofpel,  refleft  on  their  connexion, 
apply  them  to  myfelf,  and  if  I  addrefs  myfelf  to 
God  in  prayer  in  the  name  of  my  Redeemer  for 
thefe  mercies,  I  find  that  thefe  contribute  to 
render  me  eafy,  and  I  admire  with  gratitude  the 
power  of  religion. 

I  fee  now  how  little  a  chriftian  dcferves  the 
reproach  of  being  felf-interefted.  He  prays, 
and  receives  no  reward,  but  by  endeavouring  to 
pleafe  God,  when  he  regulates  his  fentiments 
according  to  his  precepts.  If  God  hears  him, 
he  acknowledges  with  gratitude,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  Chrifl  procured  him  the  means  for  it, 
he  remembers  his  own  weaknefs  and  praifes  the 
afliftance  ot  God.  No  blind  confidence  in 
Gqd's  mercy,  nor  the  hope  of  the  happinefs  of 
5  a 
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a  future  life,  inflame  his  imagination,  which 
regulates  itfelf  after  the  difpofition  the  mind  is 
in.  Bonnet  and  Lavater  conduced  me  gra- 
dually to  hopeful  profpeds  of  eternity,  but  I 
rather  p^rufe  the  writings  of  Spalding,  Alherti, 
and  others  of  this  kind. 

The  remembrance  how  indefatigable  I  had  been 
for  many  years  together,  in  coUedling  and  pradifing 
my  former  principles,  obliged  me  to  keep  a  watch- 
ful eye  over  myfelf,  for  fear  they  might  infenfibly 
have  an  influence  upon  my  new  fcntiments.  How 
earneftly  do  I  wifh  to  efface  the  imprefllon  which 
I  have  made  upon  others.  I  never  intended  to  pro- 
pagate my  principles,   though  I    never  denied 
them.     I  have  reafon  to  lament  a  crime,  which 
I  muft  be  afhamed  to  own  even  before  a  world 
that  thinks  as  I  did  formerly  ;  and  I  feel  on  this 
account,  a  more  lively  fenfe  of  thofe  tranfgref- 
fions  which  I  have  committed  againft  God.     My 
fenfe    of  friendfliip    and  humanity   always    re- 
calls to   my  mind  the  bad  example,    and   the 
feduflion  by  which  I  have  contributed  to  make 
others  look  upon  fenfual  pleafures  as  the  chief 
end  of  our  exiflience.     Nothing  that  relates  to 
my  prefent   fituation  difturbs   me,  except  this 
and  other  refledions  of  this  kind.     To  terror 
and  a  fear  that  deprives  us  of  the  ufe  of  reafon, 
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I  always  have  been  almofl  a  flrangcr.  Death  was 
not  terrible  to  me,  fince  I  looked  upon  it  as  acon- 
fequence  of  natural  caufes,  and  a  fate  that  is  un- 
avoid.tble.  At  prefent  nothing  appears  dread- 
ful to  me,  fince  I  know  that  I  depend  upon 
God,  and  am  convinced  of  the  truth  of  reli- 
gion, and  expeft  a  happy  eternity. 

I  praife  God  fincerely,  that  I  arrived  at  this 
convi6tion,  and  I  acknowledge  it  with  a  lively 
fenfc  of  gratitude,  that  you,  my  dear  friend, 
have  condufled  me  to  it.  You  chofe  the  only 
rnet!^.od  which  fuits  the  difpofition  of  my  mind. 
Rhetorical  figures  and  declamations  would 
have  had  but  little  effeft  upon  me.  Suppofe 
)()u  had  endeavoured  to  enflame  my  imagination 
nnd  paffions,  my  principles  would  foon  have  com- 
pofed  them  again.  The  dodtrines  of  religion  I 
always  remembered;  for  in  the  earlier  days  of 
my  life  I  had  frequently  read  the  Bible,  though 
with  ideas  quite  different  from  thofe  I  entertain 
at  prefent.  Scripture  exprefiions  were  familiar 
to  me,  and  I  afterwards  had  contraded  habits  to 
connect  them  with  all  the  doubts  and  opinions 
which  correfponded  with  my  principles.  Before 
my  underrcandiiig  was  convinced  that  they  were 
falfe,  you  could  not  expe<5t  that  I  fhould 
fincereiy  believe  the  truth  of  revelatioiv.     I  foon 
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dlfcovered  my  tranfgreflion  of  moral  duties  •,  but 
you  know,  and  I  have  told  you  how  much  felf- 
denial  it  coft  me,  to  acknowledge  my  errors. 
My  pride  would  fain  animate  me  to  conquer  the 
fear  of  eternity  like  any  other  fear.   My  defire  of 
being  as  happy  in  this  world  as  poflible,   had 
taught  me  to  defpife  every  kind  of  danger,  and 
this  arofe  more  from  a  cool  refledion  on  the 
latter,   than  from  a  lively  fenfe  of  happinefs. 
Truth  only  could  bring  me  back,  and  you  left  me 
to  my  own  refearches  to  difcover  it.     You  pro- 
pofed  to  me,  only  thofe  confcquences  which  my 
turn  of  thought  and  adions  could  have  in  regard 
to  fuch  of  my  friends,  as  were  concerned  in  my 
fate  as   well  as  I  was  in  theirs.     I  was   on  this 
account  always  much  affefted,   and  this  alone 
could  put  my  mind  in  agitation.     However,   it 
could    not    have     difpofed     me     to    embrace 
religion,  if   I  had  not   clearly   fcen  its   truth  j 
and    I     am    convinced    I    fhould    have    em- 
braced it  before  this  time,   if  its  evidence  had 
ever  been   laid   before  me,    and  taught  me  in 
the  manner  you  did.     I  found  in  religion  what  t 
wilhed  for,  and  what  I  thought  I  durft  not  hope 
for.    I  knew  its  truths  only  under  certain  images 
and  expreffions,  to  which  I   at  iaft  familiarized 
myfclf  fo  much,   that  I  forgot  to  combine  any 
ideas  v/ith    them.      The    firft    inilruaion   can 
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be  cffeded  only  by  fenfible  reprefentations,  but  I 
ufed  them  afterwards  for  raifing  doubts  againft 
religion ;  and  this  prevented  me  from  expefting 
thofe  comforts  from  it  which  I  fought  for. 

I  had  two  reafons   for   not  examining  more 
minutely  the  arguments  for  religion.    You  know 
the  objedions  commonly  made  againft  the  credi- 
bility of  fupernatural  events  and  miracles.     I  was 
not  acquainted  with  Lefs  and  Bonnet^  and  the  ob- 
jcdlions  appeared  to  me  unanfwerable.     When  on 
the  other  hand  I  refledlcd  on  the  redemption  of 
Chrift,  it  feemed  to  contradid  all  my  notions. 
To  fhew  to  man  the  love  and  juftice  of  God  in  a 
ftronger  light,  redemption  is  commonly  repre- 
fcnted  thus :  That  God  was  angry  on  account  of 
the  fins  of  men,  but  loved  them  to  fuch  a  degree 
that  he  was  defirous  of  pardoning  them.     But 
this  could  not  be  effc6led  without  the  death  of  his 
only  begotten  Son,  who  is  God  himfelf.     The 
notions  which  I  had  of  God,  excited  on  this 
point  particularly  my  attention,  and  it  feemed 
hard  to  me  to  reconcile  the  necefTity  of  redemp- 
tion with  them.    I  afked :   Cannot  God  forgive 
without  this  !    I  was  puzzled  when  I  confidered 
redemption  only  in  relation  to  God.     But  as 
foon  as  you  taught  me  to  reflect  on  it,  in  re- 
lation to  man,  you   removed  all  my  doubts,  I 
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found  the  neceffity  and  the  greatnefs  of  God's 
mercy  in  giving  his  own  Son   to  make  men 
happy. 

As  to  pra£tical  chriftianity,  it  always  has  offen- 
ded me  to  find  fo  many  whofe  fentiments  and  adi'i- . 
ons  fo  little  correfponded  to  their  pretended  faith, 
and  fenfe  of  truth.     I  difcovered  the  effefts  of 
fancy  and  felf-deceit,  fince  they  were  fatisfied  to 
have  avoided  fenfual  extravagancies,   abandon- 
ing themfelves  on  the  other  fide,  under  pretence 
of  zeal  for  religion,  to  pride,  envy,   and  a  fpirit 
of  perfecution.     This  abufe  reprefented  to  me 
religion  as  an  impofture,  which  had  always  been 
more  hurtful  to  human  fociety,  than  all  irregular 
enjoyment  of  fenfual    pleafures.      Imagination 
overlooks  the    means,    and  when    it  employs 
its  powers  with  too  much  vivacity  on  the  ob- 
jeft,     frequently    through   want    of    attention 
chufes  the  wrong  ones.     To  apply  the  truth  of 
religion   carefully  to  onefelf,  to  be  honefb  and 
comply  with  the  duties  of  our  fituation  in  life, 
I  think   mod  neceflary  to  entitle  a  man   to  the 
name   of    a    chriftian.      In    this   view  I  have 
wrote   this   with    pleafure.      I   fubmit   it,   my 
dear  friend,  to  your  judgment,  and  leave  it  to 
you  to  make  that  ufe  of  it  which  you  think  befl. 

J[pri I  the  23d,  1772. 
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Count  Enevold  Brandt,  Sec. 


'TT^  H  E  fentiments  and  the  condud  of  the  un^ 
-*-  happy  Count  Brandt,  during  the  time  of 
his  imprifonment,  were  quite  different  from  what 
they  were  in  his  profperity,  in  which  he  offended 
all  well  inclined  people.  His  behaviour  was 
very  edifying  to  thofe  that  had  an  opportunity  of 
converfing  with  him,  in  the  latter  part  of  his 
life,  and  who  have  fincerity  enough  to  own, 
that  he  was  very  much  humbled,  and  that  the 
■words  of  our  Saviour  to  St.  Peter  were  appli- 
cable to  him,  when  ne  fays  :  *  "VYhen  thou  .art 
S  con- 
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converted,  ftrengthen  thy  brethren.'     He  fhewed 
himfelf  in  this  charader  to  all  the  officers  that 
had  the  watch  over  him. 

Since  he  was  made  prifoner  of  ftate,  and 
even  now  after  his  death,  many  unjuft,  and, 
God  knows,  very  untrue  reports  have  been 
fpread,  as  if  his  repentance  had  been  hypocrify, 
and  his  fortitude  and  chearfulnefs  when  he  died, 
temerity  and  "prefumption.  I  have  always  con- 
tradicted fuch  reports,  and  I  do  it  now.  Since 
I  am  fully  convinced  of  the  contrary,  my  con- 
fcience  will  not  permit  me  to  keep  filence,  but 
rather  to  declare,  that  the  alteration  of  his  fenti- 
ments  was  unfeigned,  and  that  he  hearkened  to 
the  invitations  of  the  Gofpel.  I  do  this  with  fo 
much  the  more  readinefs,  fmce  I  believe  that  the 
greateft  part  of  what  has  been  faid,  has  pro- 
ceeded from  a  zeal  to  promote  the  caufe  of 
infidelity.  There  is  a  fet  of  people,  who 
think  it  their  duty  to  defend  incredulity,  even 
at  the  expence  of  truth  and  confcience.  They 
have  afllduoufly  propagated  every  thing  which 
has  been  faid  about  that  levity  of  behaviour  in 
the  Count,  which  I  myfelf  obferved  in  the  be* 
ginning,  but  which  he  owned  and  fo  much  re- 
pented of  afterwards.  I  fhall  not  apologize 
for  whas  might  have  happened  before  I  came, 
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nor  for  that  which  was  vifible  even  in  the  be- 
ginning of  my  vifiting  him  ;  I  rather  fhall  praife 
the  mercy  of  Godj  which  has  Ihown  its  power 
fo  furprizingly  afterwards,  and  confirmed  what 
the  Apoftle  fays  :  '  Where  fm  abounded,  grace 
did  much  more  abound.' 

Count  Brandt  received  the  beft  of  educations.  He 
faw  none  but  good  examples  in  the  houfe  of  his 
parents,  who  had  chofen  the  beft  tutors  to  form 
his  young  heart  for  the  fear  of  God.  He  him- 
felf  was  fenfible  of  this  in  his  prifon,  and  affured 
me  that  he  very  often  had  felt  the  power  of  the 
converting  grace  of  God  within  his  foul.  He 
recolle(5ted  in  particular  the  time  when  he  was 
firft  admitted  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  by  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Piper,  at  Copenhagen  i  at  which  time,  ac- 
cording to  his  own  words,  he  received  the  fa- 
crament  with  a  fervent  devotion  :  he  added,  he 
could  never  forget  the  words  of  the  clergyman, 
which  made  fo  great  an  imprefllon  upon  his 
mind :  '  Hold  that  fait  which  thou  haft,  that 
no  man  take  thy  crown.' 

On    the   23d  of   February,    the  Right  Re- 
verend the  Bifhop  Harboe  fent  me  the  King's 
own  orders,    whereby   I    was  defired  to  vifit 
S  2  Count 


(  26o  ) 
Count  Brandt,  who  was  prifoner  in  the  caftle  *. 
I  was  not  over-pleafed  with  this  charge,  knowino- 
too  well  the  fentiments  and  the  former  life  of 
the  Count.  He  had  been  the  greateft  volup- 
tuary, and  a  friend  to  all  thofe  vices  which  are 
generally  annexed  to  this  character,  and  one 
that  turned  every  part  of  religion  into  ridicule. 

The  next  day  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Ge- 
neral Hoben,  as  the  clergyman  with  whom 
he  might  fpeak  about  religion.  He  received 
ftie  with  great  civility,  and  I,  on  my  fide,  af- 
fured  him  how  much  I  fympathized  with  him 
in  his  misfortunes.  I  wanted  to  gain  his  con- 
fidence, and  therefore  afl<ed  him,  how  he  could 
fupport  himfelf  in  his  diilrefTed  condition  ?  He 
faid,  "  His  mind  was  very  much  compofed 
and  calm  j"  to  which  I  replied ;  that  it  was  a 
great  advantage  he  enjoyed,  and  that  I  wifhed 
his  eafe  of  mind  might  be  built  upon  a  good 
foundation ;  upon  which  I  took  an  opportunity 
to  fpeak  of  religion  as  the  only  fource  of  com- 


*  General  lieutenant  Hoben,  the  commander  of  the 
caftle,  had  afked  Count  Brandt:  If  he  dcfired  to  converfe 
with  a  divine?  His  anfvver  was,  he  had  no  objection  to  it, 
but  he  fliould  like  to  know  who  was  to  be  the  clergyman, 
that  was  to  attend  hira.  He  was  told  that  this  entirely 
4epended  on  the  will  of  the  king. 
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fdrt.  Hdthen  faid,  «  That  he  believed,  the 
report  that  he  had  no  religion,  had  reached  me 
Jikewife."  I  faid,  I  could  not  deny  this ;  and 
I  was  therefore  the  more  forry,  fince  he 
wanted  what  was  mofl  neceflary,  and  what  could 
be  moft  ufeful  to  him  both  at  prefent  and  in 
futurity. 

"  He  then  afTured  me  that  he  never  had  been 
entirely  without  religion,  though  he  mull  own 
that  he  did  not  fpeak  always  with  due  refpedt 
of  it." 

Finding  that  he  had  no  intention  to  con- 
ceal his  former  way  of  thinking,  I  therefore 
afked  him,  if  he  fhould  not  like  that  we  might 
be  left  alone  to  carry  on  cur  converfation  by 
ourfelves.  He  faid,  "  He  was  ready  for  it.'* 
I  then  defired  the  officer  who  was  upon  watch, 
and  who  was  with  him  day  and  night,  to  leave 
the  room  ;  which  was  the  cafe  afterwards  always 
whenever  I  came.  I  now  reminded  him  of  what 
he  had  told  me  before,  that  he  never  had  been 
without  a  fenfe  of  religion,  not  even  then  when 
he  ridiculed  it. 

He  confirmed  what  he  had  faid,  but  owned 

that  he  had  feveral  doubts   about  religion.     I 
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told  him  that  doubting  was  very  natural  to  us, 
and  even  good  chriftians  now'  and  then  might 
be  made  uneafy  by  doubts,  but  that  it  was  fin- 
ful  to  raife  doubts,  and  entertain  them  with 
delight. 

His  doubts  were  about  the  fall  of  man,  ori- 
ginal fin,  and  fome  other  matters  concerning 
religion.  When  I  had  given  him  an  anfwer  to 
thefe  doubts,  I  exhorted  him  to  leave  his  care- 
lefs  way  of  thinking,  and  not  to  obftrud:  the  way 
to  truth,  by  wilfully  prejudicing  himfelf  againft 
it.  He  faid,  "  That  he  had  formerly  talked 
very  freely  againfl:  religion,  but  that  many 
things  he  had  faid,  were  only  produced  by  a 
defire  of  fhewing  himfelf  witty." 

When  I  exhorted  him,  fmce  he  faw  himfelf 
how  badly  he  had  aftcd,  and  into  what  mifery 
he  by  his  contempt  of  religion  had  thrown  him- 
felf, to  mind  now  the  time  which  was  left  him, 
and  to  look  out  for  the  falvation  of  his  foul, 
he  feemed  to  be  greatly  moved  :  particularly 
when  I  put  him  in  mind  of  that  good  education 
he  had  enjoyed  in  the  houfe  of  his  parents,  who 
took  all  po/rible  care  to  prevent  the  ruin  of  his 
foul.  Whe-i  I  reprefented  to^  him  the  tears  c^ 
his  pious  mothet,  on  account  of  the  unhappy 
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condition  he  was  in,  and  the  dangerous  fituation 
of  his  foul,  he  burft  out  into  tears,  fo  that  I  my- 
felf  began  to  be  very  much  moved.  Many  more 
things  being  faid,  and  exhortations  given,  I  took 
my  leave  of  him,  afking  if  it  would  be  agreeable 
to  him,  that  I  fiiould  call  again  ?  To  which  he 
replied  :  "  He  lliould  be  glad  to  fee  me  at  any 
time." 

I  left  him  with  good  hopes,  and  heard  foon 
after  of  the  effefts  of  my  vifit ;  for  his  levity,  to 
which  he  was  even  in  his  Drifon  addifled,  feemed 
to  be  checked.  According  to  the  account  given 
to  the  commander  of  the  caftle  by  the  officer 
who  had  the  watch,  he  not  only  had  been  very 
quiet,  but  had  alfo  burft  out  in  tears  for  very 
near  an  hour  and  a  half  together,  fitting  all  the 
while  on  his  bed. — But  as  foon  as  he  had  eafed 
his  mind  by  his  tears,  his  levity  appeared  again, 
for  he  fang  an  air  afterwards.  This,  however,  did 
not  difcourage  me,  nor  abate  my  hopes.  I  vifited 
him  the  next  day  again,  and  found  that  my  vifits 
were  really  not  difagreeable  to  him  ;  for  he  faid, 
*'  He  had  longed  to  iee  me." 

Our  converfation  of  this  day  turned  upon  le- 

veral  religious  fubjedls.     I  exhorted  him  to  make 

the  befl  ufe  of  his  time,  and  to  turn  his  thoughts 

towards  Godj  and  for  this  very  reafon  I  ftrongly 
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recommended  prayer  to  him.  I  afllired  him  that 
I  had  prayed  fervently  to  God  that  he  might  fave 
his  foul,  and  I  fhould  continue  doing  the  fame. 
He  thanked  me  for  this,  and  acknowledged, 
that  the  compaflion  for  him  which  I  had  fhewn 
the  day  before,  had  gained  me  his  heart,  and 
had  made  me  dear  to  him.  I  fpoke  feveral 
things  after  this,  and  found  that  my  exhortations 
had  fome  effecl  upon  him,  for  he  very  feldom, 
when  I  was  with  him,  even  to  the  laft  day  of 
his  life,  was  without  tears  in  his  eyes,  fo  often  as 
I  fpoke  to  him  about  his  former  life,  the  depra- 
vity of  his  heart,  and  the  greatnefs  of  God's 
mercy. — He  owned  that  he  earneftly  defired  the 
pardon  of  God,  through  Chrift  his  Redeemer, 
of  which  he,  as  he  himfelf  faid,  flood  greatly  in 
need ;  although  the  natural  difpofition  of  his 
heart  might  not  be  bad,  yet  it  would  not  juftify 
him  before  God,  in  whofe  eyes  he  muft  appear 
as  a  very  great  finncr. 

In  the  mean  time  a  rumour  was  Ipread,  and 
I  heard  of  it,  that  he,  even  in  my  prefence,  with 
another  perfon  who  fat  next  him,  had  made 
ufe  of  words  which  betrayed  the  great  levity 
of  his  mind.  I  was  very  forry  to  hear  fuch 
things,  and  the  next  time  I  faw  him,  I  very  ear- 
neftly fpoke  to  him  about  this  report,  and  ap- 
pealed 
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pealed  to  his  9fwn  confcience,  whether  he  had  been 
guilty  of  fuch  a  thing  or  not.  He  feemed  to  be 
affedled  on  the  occafion,  and  declared  "  He  was 
not  forry  on  account  of  what  the  people  faid ; 
it  grieved  him  rather  that  I  myfelf  (hould  enter- 
tain fuch  thoughts  of  him."  I  affured  him  it 
was  no  pleafure  to  me  to  entertain  them,  but  my 
confcience  obliged  me  to  admonifli  him  concern- 
ing this  report,  that  I  might  fpare  myfelf  any 
future  uneafinefs  about  it.  However,  he  owned, 
"  That  it  was  poITible  fuch  words  might  have 
efcaped  him,  on  account  of  the  levity  of  his 
heart,  but  he  hinted,  that  fome  perfon  or 
other,  that  wanted  to  bring  fuch  reports  among 
the  people,  had  given  him  an  occafion  for  it,  of 
which  he  made  ufe,  whilft  his  heart  was  not 
upon  its  guard.*' — J  exhorted  him  to  beg  God  to 
forgive  him  this  tranfgreffion,  and  to  be  watchful 
over  himfelf,  that  if  opportunities  fhould  offer 
themfelves  of  committing  fuch  an  adtion  again, 
he  might  refill  in  time :  that  he  had  better  give 
no  anfwer  at  all  to  things  which  might  induce 
him  to  exert  his  vanity,  but  rather  fhew  himfelf  a 
penitent  finner,  wlio  was  as  anxious  to  edify 
others  by  his  converfation  now,  as  he  formerly 
had  been  to  corrupt  them  by  it. — HeanfwereJ, 
"  He  was  not  able  yet  to  fhew  himfelf  as  a  reli- 
gious man  before  others,  but  he  fhould  follow 

my 


(     2€6      ) 

my  advice,  and  give  no  anfwer  Ho  things  that 
could  diflionour  himfclf  and  others." — I  could 
define  of  him  no  more  at  prefent,  but  exhorted 
him  to  fearch  diligently  the  wrctchcdnefs  of  his 
moral  condition,  and  to  pray  to  God  to  aflift 
him  in  this  felf  exatiiination. 

I  could  eafily  imagine,  that  in  my  abfence, 
when  he  had  nothing  to  entertain  himfelf  with, 
his  former  vanity  and  levity  would  return  again  i 
I  therefore  offered  to  bring  him  fome  religious 
•books,  that  he  might  improve  in  what  is  good. 
He  thanked  me  for  it,  and  dqfired  I  would  not 
forget  it. 

Yv  hen  I  paid  him  my  next  vifit,  I  brought 
him  the  tranllation  of  Gibfofi's  Paftoral  Letters, 
for  I  thought  this  book  might  be  ufeful  to  him 
on  account  of  the  folid  arguments  it  contains 
for  the  truth  of  the  chriftian  religion,  particu- 
larly fince  the  Count  had  formerly  pretended  to 
be  a  freethinker  and  a  deift  \  I  g^ve  him  like- 
wife  fome  of  Dr.  Doddridge's  writings.  lie  took 
thefe  books  with  a  kind  of  eagernefs,  and  told 
me  afterv/ards  that  he  had  been  edified  by  them. 
I  likewife  brought  him  a  Bible,  and  heard  at 
another  time  that,  according  to  his  own  con- 
fefllon,  the  53d  chapter  of  the  prophet  Ifaiah, 
and  the  13th  of  St.  Luke  had  made  a  great  im- 
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prefTion  upon  him.  He  read  fome  Pfalms  of 
David  to  me,  and  deiired  me  to  explain  feveral 
paflages  which  he  did  not  quite  underftand.  I  did 
it,  and  he  feemed  to  be  pleafed,  for  during  the 
whole  time  I  was  fitting  by  his  fide,  he  would  fix 
his  eyes  very  attentively  upon  me.  Now  and 
then  he  would  Hart  fome  objeflions,  but  I  can- 
not fay  that  they  ever  Ihewed  any  levity  of  heart, 
or  the  leafl  of  malice,  but  rather  tended  to  a  de- 
fire  of  better  information. — He  begged  of  me  to 
bring  him  Hervefs  Meditations^  and  Newton  on 
Prophecies,  as  the  latter  is  tranflated  into  Danifh 
by  Commodore  EfTiira.  He  told  me  afterwards 
that  the  reading  of  thefe  books  had  much  edified 
him,  particularly  the  latter,  fince  it  contained 
fuch  clear  proofs  of  the  divinity  of  the  Scriptures, 
upon  which  all  religion  is  built. 

However,  the  reports  of  his  pretended  levity 
did  not  ceafe,  and  that  his  condudt  in  my  abfence 
was  quite  different  from  that  when  I  was  prefent: 
yet  I  found  thefe  reports,  from  the  following  rea- 
fons,  to  be  falfe,  and  that  they  were  the  idle  in- 
vention of  ill-meaning  people.  The  converfations 
we  had  together  convince  me  that  his  exprelTions 
were  the  fentiments  of  his  heart,  which  began  to 
be  averfe  to  worldly  things.  Befides,  I  enquired 
of  the  honeft  and  venerable  commander  of  the 
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csiRlCy  if  any  one  of  the  officers  that  guarded  him, 
and  who  were  to  give  an  account  of  him  every 
morning,  had  mentioned  any  thing  to  this  pur- 
pofe  ?  He  aflured  me  it  was  all  falfe,  and  that  the 
Count,  fince  I  had  brought  him  thcfe  books, 
had  amufed  himfelf  with  them,  and  that  he 
fcarcely  ever  laid  the  Bible  out  of  his  hands  j  for 
which  reafon  he  very  feldom  fpoke  of  any  thing 
elfe,  much  lefs  of  any  thing  that  could  give  offence. 
The  alteration  of  his  fentiments  appeared  likewife, 
as  the  commander  obferved,  from  his  behaviour 
before  the  committee  that  fat  on  his  affairs,  who 
tcftified  that  he  not  only  freely  anfwered  the  quef- 
tions  laid  before  him,  but  that  he  even  confeffed 
more  than  he  was  requefted  to  do.  The  com- 
mander added,  that  if  any  thing  indecent  had 
happened,  he  would  have  informed  me  of  it. 
I  waspleafed  to  hear  this,  and  I  was  ftill  more  lb, 
fince  every  one  of  the  officers  that  had  been  upon 
watch  aflured  me,  that  his  converfation  was  not 
only  decent,  but  likewife  oftentimes  edifying  •, 
for  he  frequently  reprefented  to  them  what  com- 
forts religion  adminiftered  to  a  man  who  was 
convinced  of  its  truth  and  importance;  it  was 
the  only  means  to  make  our  minds  compofed, 
which  happinefs  he  enjoyed,  and  was  indebted  for 
it  to  religion.     He  afTured  them,  that  during  his 
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profperity,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  luftful 
pleafures,  he  felt  no  real  fatisfadion  of  mind. 

I  was  ftill  more  convinced  of  the  falfity  of 
thefe  reports,  fmce  fome  things  were  faid  to 
have  happened  whilft  I  was  with  him,  which 
I  knew  were  not  true.  It  was  faid,  for  in- 
ftance,  that  when  I  was  once  with  him,  I,  ac- 
cording to  cLiftom,  had  found  him  very  devout; 
but  when  I  had  left  the  prifon,  I  had  liftened  at  the 
door,  which  was  bolted,  and  hearing  from  witliin 
fome  things  which  betrayed  his  levity,  I  had  re- 
turned to  him  again,  and  reproached  him  on 
account  of  his  condu6l.  This  report,  which,  in 
fome  refpefts,  concerned  myfelf,  convinced  me 
clearly  by  its  untruth,  that  fome  malicious  per- 
fons  invented  and  propagated  all  tliefe  ftories,  for 
the  fake  of  rendering  the  reverence  the  Count 
paid  to  religion  fufpicious,  left  his  example  might 
open  the  eyes  of  thofe  profcffing  his  former  prin- 
ciples. The  Count  himfelf  hinted  to  me,  that  a 
certain  perfon,  whom  he  named,  had  propagated 
the  moft  wicked  and  low  exprefTions,  which  he 
was  faid  to  have  dropped  on  account  of  his  ap- 
proaching death  and  execution.  This  fame  man, 
or  fomebody  elfe  like  him,  has  given  out,  that  I 
had  denied  giving  the  facrament  to  the  Count, 
becaufe  his  heart  was  fo  hardened.     How  great 
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an  untruth  this  is,  the  remainder  of  my  narrative 
will  fhew. 

I  now  was  fully  fatisfied  on  account  of  thefe 
reports,  and  exhorted  him  to  go  on  in  the 
manner  he  had  begun,  till  he  had  finifhed  his 
courfe.  I  heard  with  pleafure,  that  he  became  a 
preacher  of  repentance  himfelf.  With  great 
freedom  he  owned  now  before  me  and  others, 
that  his  imprifonment  was  the  means  of  fetting 
his  foul  at  liberty,  and  he  found  his  chains  fo 
little  troublefome  to  him,  that  he  would  often- 
times take  them  up  and  kifs  them.  "  For,  faid 
he,  when  I  believed  myfelf  to  be  free,  I  was  a 
miferable  flave  to  my  paflions  -,  and  now,  fmce 
I  am  a  prifoner,  truth  and  grace  have  fet  me  at 
liberty."  He  further  pitied  the  miferable  condi- 
tion of  thofe  that  were  under  the  yoke  of  unbe- 
lief and  fin,  which  he  himfelf  had  worn,  and  kept 
himfelf  in  it  by  reading  deiftical  writings.  He 
mentioned,  among  the  reft,  the  works  of  Vol- 
taire, to  whom,  he  owed  very  little  that  was  good. 
He  faid,  he  had  fpent  upon  his  travels  four  days 
with  this  old  advocate  for  unbelief,  and  had 
heard  nothing  from  him  but  what  could  corrupt 
the  heart  and  found  morals.  He  was  very  forry 
for  all  this,  but  was  much  pleafed  that  he  had 
found  a  tafte  for  the  true  word  of  God,  whofe 
I  efficacy 
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fefficacy  upon  his'  heart,  fince  he  read  it  with 
gotxl  intentions,  convinced  him  of  its  divine 
origin.  On  this  occafion  he  fpoke  of  Strnenfee, 
and  faid,  he  was  a  man  without  any  religion, 
who,  from  his  infancy,  according  to  his  own  con- 
feffion,  never  had  any  impreflion  or  feelings  of  it. 
As  to  himfelfj  he  afllired  me,  that  though  he 
had  been  far  from  being  virtuous,  yet  he  always 
entertained  a  fecret  reverence  for  religion,  and 
had  fpoken  feveral  times  about  it  to  Struenfee,  in 
hopes  of  bringing  him  to  better  fentiments,  but 
he  never  would  hear  him.  It  appeared  to  me  a 
little  odd,  that  the  blind  (hould  thus  have  led 
the  blind  :  I  therefore  anfwered  nothing,  thinking 
it  might  perhaps  be  his  lelf-conceit  that  made  him 
fpeak  fo,  or  that  he  wanted  to  make  me  entertain 
a  better  opinion  of  his  errors  than  I  had  reafon  for, 
therefore  I  would  not  tempt  him  to  fupport  an 
untruth  by  defending  what  he  had  told  me.  But 
I  found  afterwards  that  he  had  fpoken  the  truth, 
when  I  was  defired  by  D.  Munter,  in  the  name 
of  Struenfee,  to  come  to  him,  as  he  had  fome- 
thing  to  tell  me,  which  was  to  be  communi- 
cated to  Count  Brandt.  The  commander  of  the 
caille  told  me  this  meffage  of  D.  Munter,  and 
my  anfwer  was,  that  I  was  ready  to  call  upon 
Struenfee,  if  he  (the  commander)  and  D.  Mun- 
ter would  be  prefent.     My  requeft  was  granted, 
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and  I  came  to  Struenfce,  who  received  me  very 
civiHy,  and  gave  me  a  long  account  of  his  for> 
mer  bad  principles,  (which,  in  Ihort,  were 
nothing  elfe  but  mere  materialifmus  and  mecha- 
nifmus^  according  to  the  fyftem  oi  de  la  Mettrie  *) 
and  told  me,  laftly,  what  I  was  to  tell  Count 
Brandt.  The  contents  of  the  meflage  were,  that 
he  was  convinced,  by  the  grace  of  God,  and  by 
reading  the  Bible,  of  the  divine  authority  of  the 
Scriptures  -,  and  that  I  might  tell  Count  Brandt 
of  this  alteration  of  his,  which,  he  hoped,  would 
be  agreeable  to  him.  He  added,  which  I  (hall 
mention  in  his  own  words, 

"  I  confefs  that  Brandt  has  fpoken  frequently 
to  me  about  religion,  but  I  always  defired  him 
to  keep  filence  on  this  head."  By  this  I  found, 
that  what  Brandt  had  told  me  concerning  Stru- 
enfee  was  true  -f-.  I  brought  the  meflage  I  was 
charged  with  by  Struenfee  diredtly  to  Brandt. 
He  rejoiced  inwardly  on  account  of  this  news, 

*  De  la  Mettrie  died  at  Berlin  in  175 1.  His  famous  book, 
Uhomme  Machine,  makes  man  a  mere  machine,  and  his  foul 
an  infignificant  word.  The  powers  of  the  foul  he  thinks  to 
be  nothing  elfe  but  an  unknown  motion  of  the  brain.  His 
7'raite  de  la  'vie  heureufe,  contains  the  confequences  of  this 
fyftem.  He  denies  the  immortality  of  the  foul,  laughs  at 
all  religion,  and  places  all  human  happinefs  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  fenfual  pleafures. 

f  See  the  foregoing  Hiftory  of  the  Converfion  of  Count 
Struenfee,  p.  79,  S3. 
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dcfired  me  to  go  to  Struenfce  again,  and  tell  him 
that  it  gave  him  great  pleafure  to  hear  that  he 
had  embraced  truth,  and  that  he  begged  of  him 
to  adhere  to  it  to  the  laft.  He  added  :  "  Tell 
Struenfee,  on  my  part,  that  my  own  experience 
has  now  taught  me,  that  true  eafe  of  mind  is  no 
where  to  be  found,  but  in  Chrift  crucified." — I 
carried  this  meflage  back  again  to  Struenfee,  who 
feemed  to  be  much  pleafed  at  it. 

As  I  kept  no  journal  of  the  fubjefbs  of 
our  many  conferences,  I  fhall  not  attempt  a  cir- 
cumftantial  detail  of  them.  I  had  never  an  in- 
tention of  publifhing  this,  if  the  aforementioned 
reports  had  not  forced  me  to  it. 

The  Count  would  frequently  mention  how  un- 
happy his  former  condition  had  been ;  how  great 
reafon  he  had  to  praile  God's  mercy  that  had 
faved  his  life  at  feveral  times  in  moft  imminent 
dangers,  that  he  might  not  pcrifh  for  ever.  He 
mentioned  in  particular  one  inftance,  when  he, 
iaft  fummer,  was  thrown  from  his  horfe,  taken 
up  for  dead,  and  laid  four  and  twenxy  hours 
fpeechlefs.  "  Confider,  faid  he,  where  my  poor 
foul  would  have  gone  to,  if  death  had  fnatched 
me  away  in  the  condition  I  was  then  in,  for  I  was 
dead  in  fins;  but  God  fpared  me  that  I  might 
come  into  this  condition,  and  th^t  my  foul  may 

be  faved. 
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I   exhorted   him    to    pray    frequently :     He 
faid,  he  did  it  very  often,  and  looked  upon  it 
as  a  great  mercy  of  God  that  he  now  confidered 
it  as  his  duty  to  pray :  but,  he  faid,  he  mult 
complain   that  his  heart  was  often  very   cold, 
tiiough  he  repented  of  his  former  way  of  life, 
and  hoped  for  mercy  upon  no  other  foundation 
than  Chrift's    redemption.     When  I  had  com- 
forted him  in  a  manner  I  thought  proper,  he 
then  told  me,  that  he,   one  evening,  after  a  fer- 
vent prayer,  had  found  a  great  eafe  of  mind  and 
comfort. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  declared,  that 
during  the  time  I  had   attended  him,  he  had 
three  different  impediments  to  conquer,  Vvhich 
he,  at   laft,   through    the    afliftance   of  Chrift, 
overcame.     The  firft  v/a;?,  that  it  was  hard  for 
him  to  confefs  that  he  really  was  fo  great  a  finner 
as  he  afterwards  did.     Thefecond  was,  to  follow 
my  advice,  and  to  own   before  thofe  that  were 
jibout  him  the  alteration  of  his  fentiments.     The 
third  was  of  fuch  a  nature,  that  I  dare  not  men- 
tion it,  though  it  concerned  his  foul. — I  found 
that  thefe  victories  which  he  had  gained  over 
himfelf  were  not  imaginary,  but  real  ones :  for 
he  now  was  ready  to  open  his  heart,  and  to  pour 
Qj4t  what  hitherto  had  lain  concealed  in  it.     He 
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fpoice  without  fear  of  his  approaching  death, 
and  praifed  the  inward  afllirance  he  enjoyed  of 
being  pardoned  before  God,  and  of  which  mercy 
he  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  unworthy. 
"  What  have  I  deferved  before  God,  faid  he,  but 
his  eternal  wrath  ?'* 

The  time  when  his  fentence  was  to  be  given 
now  drew  near,  but  he  appeared  to  be  quite 
calm,  for  he  was  confident  of  the  honefby  of  his 
judges,  and  that  they  would  z€t  no  otherwiie 
than  according  to  law  and  confcience.  I  (hev/ed 
him  that  he  was  very  right  in  this  refpeft,  and 
that  it  was  a  proof  of  a  Providence,  that  his  judges 
were  all  fuch  men,  whofe  knowledge  of  the  law, 
and  integrity  of  confcience,  would  not  permit 
them  to  deviate  the  lead  from  juft ice,  and  that  he 
might  be  affured,  his  Sentence  would  be  entirely 
agreeable  to  the  tenor  of  the  law.  As  much  as  he 
feemed  to  be  refigned  to  his  fate,  yet  it  appeared 
to  me  as  if  he  ftill  entertained  fome  hopes  of  inving 
his  life.  Perhaps  this  was  owing  to  the  common 
rumour,  that  Count  Brandt  would  come  off  with- 
out lofing  his  life,  which  fomcbody  had  told  him, 
and  thereby  revived  the  thought  of  efcaping  the 
fcaffold.  About  four  or  five  weeks  before  this, 
he  was  fo  full  of  the  hopes  of  a  pardon,  that  he 
felt  a  paroxyfm  of  his  former  levity  and  ambition, 
T  2  which 
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which  made  him  defire  of  the  royal  commilTion  to 
have  his  fetters  taken  off  in  a  folemn  manner,  and 
to  propofe  to  them  fome  other  ftrange  requefts. 
He  himfelf,  when  I  once  took  my  leave  of  him, 
told  me  about  it,  and  I  did  not  chufe  to  give  him  a 
dire(5t  anfwer,  becaufel  looked  upon  it  as  an  attack 
of  his  former  levity  and  precipitation.  However, 
when  I  came  again,  I  reminded  him  of  what  he 
had  told  me,  and  a(ked  him,  how  he  could  enter- 
tain any  fuch  thought,  which  betrayed  fo  much 
of  his  attachment  to  the  world  ?  I  defired  him  to 
give  this  up  entirely,  fmce  he,  in  his  prefent 
fituation,  fhould  endeavour  to  difengage  himfelf 
from  all  worldly  things.  He  took  this  advice 
not  lat  all  amifs,  but  owned,  that  the  thought  he 
had  entertained  was  produced  by  his  levity,  to 
which  fault  he  was  fo  much  addidedj  that  he 
believed  there  were  not  ten  people  in  the  world 
equally  fo  with  himfelf.  I  looked  upon  this  con^- 
feflion,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  took  what  I 
had  faid,  as  a  proof  of  the  fmcerity  of  his  hearf 
and  his  repentance.  I  told  him  likewife,  on  this 
occafion,  how  little  foundation  he  had  for  enter- 
taining any  hopes  of  faving  his  life ;  that  iiia 
crimes  were  then  indeed  not  publicly  known,  but 
that  there  was  a  public  jrumor  in  what  they  con- 
lifted  ;  and  in  cafe,  faid  I,  you  Ihould  fave  your 
life,  the  greatcft  mercy  that  could  be  Ihcwn  to 
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you,  would  be  the  changing  of  your  dead  war- 
rant into  imprifonment  for  life;  and  I  defiredhim 
to  confider  which  he  fhould  prefer.  He  anfwered, 
*'  That  if  God  fhould  forefee  that,  in  cafe  his  life 
was  faved,  he  fhould  be  carried  away  again  by 
vanity  and  fin,  he  would  pray  of  him  not  to 
fpare  his  life,  but  rather  let  him  die  ;  for  it 
would  be  infinitely  better  for  him  to  enter  into 
a  happy  eternity  and  to  be  with  Chrift,  than  to 
become  again  a  flave  of  fin,  and  to  lofe  in  this 
manner  everlafling  happinefs."  He  repeated  this 
declaration,  at  the  very  time  when  heexpeded  his 
fentence,  in  fuch  exprefTions  which  proved  that 
the  victory  of  grace  and  of  faith  was  now  become 
greater  than  before ;  for  he  faid,  his  prayers  were 
now  always  after  the  manner  in  which  Chrifl 
prayed  -,  "  Not  my  will,  but  thine  be  done.'* 
"  In  cafe,  fald  he,  it  cannot  be  otherwife,  and  I 
cannot  efcape  death,  I  leave  this  world  fully 
perfuaded  that  this  is  the  will  of  God,  who  fees 
that  I  might  be  carried  away  again  by  the  world, 
and,  therefore,  in  mercy  to  me  will  prevent  this.'* 

I  went  to  him  on  the  24th  of  April,  the  day 
when  he  was  to  receive  his  fentence.  I  found 
him  lying  upon  his  bed,  and  more  thoughtful 
than  common  ;  but  he  got  up  direclly,  and  I 
began  to  fpeak  to  him  in  a  comforting  manner, 
T  3  that 


(  ^78  ) 
that  he  had  no  reafon  to  be  fearful  of  hjs  fen- 
tence  in  this  world,  fince  he  knew  his  judgment 
in  that  which  is  to  come,  namely,  a  full  pardon 
before  God  through  Chrift  his  Redeemer.  He 
then,  after  fome  further  converfation,  promifed 
that  he  would  make  himfelf  eafy  and  wait  comr 
pofedly  for  the  will  of  Qqd, 

I  heard  the  next  day  that  fentence  was  not. 
only  given,  but  that  it  was  alfo  believed  that 
the  King  would  entirely  confirm  it.  I  therefore 
went  to  him,  and  found  him,  though  he  wag 
fully  informed  of  the  manner  of  his  death,  ag 
compofed  and  calm  as  I  had  left  him.  I  fpoke 
feveral  things  that  could  afford  him  comfort, 
and  he  heard  all  that  I  laid  with  pleafure,  and 
afked  me  afterwards  whether  I  had  read  his 
fentence  ?  I  told  him,  I  had  not,  and  knew  no 
more  of  it  than  what  the  common  report  was, 
He  then  took  a  copy  of  the  fentence  out  of 
the  drawer  of  a  table  which  ftood  next  to  him. 
When  I  had  read  it,  I  faid  many  things  to  com-- 
fort  him ;  and  he  feemed  quite  compofed ; 
and  as  he  now  had  given  over  all  hopes  of  faving 
his  life,  he  refigned  himfelf  entirely  to  his  fate, 
and  feemed  to  be  fo  full  of  his  future  happinefs 
that  I  could  not  help  admiring  hi>  pe::ce  of 
mind,   which  God  had  grarjted  to  him  whole 
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fins  had  been  fo  great.  He  himfelf  was  fenfible 
of  this,  for  he  derived  from  this  grace  of  God, 
not  only  his  tranquillity  of  mind  but  even  his 
health.  For  when  he  enjoyed  his  liberty,  he 
frequently  was  not  well,  but  during  the  long 
time  of  his  imprifonment,  though  he  could 
fcarcely  ftir  or  move,  he  had  a  good 
appetite,  and  flept  well.  He  afked  me  then 
what  day  his  execution  would  take  place,  for 
he  had  heard  that  it  was  fixed  for  Thurfday  the 
30th  of  April.  I  told  him  that  I  was  in  this 
refpedt  as  uninformed  as  he  himfelf  was ;  and 
the  time  of  his  departure  mufl  be  equally 
the  fame  to  him,  if  he  only  knew  he  was 
ready. 

The  following  day,  which  was  Sunday,  April 
the  26th,  I  received,  juft  when  I  came  from 
church,  a  letter  from  Bifhop  Harboe,  wherein  I 
was  acquainted  with  the  King's  pleafure,  that 
both  the  ftate-prifoners  fhould  be  executed 
on  Tuefday  next,  April  the  2  8ch,  and  that 
I  was  accordingly  to  regulate  my  affairs 
in  regard  to  Count  Brandt.  This  news 
put  my  mind  into  a  great  emotion  :  I 
haftened  foon  to  the  poor  Count.  When  I 
came  to  the  caftle,  I  enquired  of  the  com- 
mander, whether  Brandt  knew  that  his  end  was 
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fo  near.  He  anfwcred,  he  did  not,  and  he 
himfelf  knew  nothing  of  it,  but  thought  he 
jhould  receive  orders  for  it  that  very  evening  ; 
which  was  the  cafe.  I  therefore  myfelf  was  to 
acquaint  him  with  this  melancholy  news,  and 
I  did  it  in  the  following  manner.  Since  I  came 
to  him  to  day  rather  earlier  than  ufual,  I  told 
him  I  fhould  make  the  heft  of  his  time  fince  \t. 
was  fo  ihort.  He  gueffed  from  what  I  faid 
that  I  knew  the  time  of  his  execution,  and  afked 
when  it  was  to  be  ?  I  told  him  it  was  the  day 
after  to-morrow,  when  he  fhould  be  delivered 
from  z\]  evil.  He  heard  it  unconcerned,  and 
faid  he  readily  fubmitted  to  the  will  of  God. 
I  then  prepared  him  for  receiving  the  facrament, 
after  which  I  took  my  leave, 

I  came  on  Monday  about  ten  o'clock  in  the 
forenoon,  and  when  I  had  fpoke  to  him  about 
the  facrament,  I  made  a  propofal  to  him,  which 
I  left  to  hirnfelf  either  to  accept  or  not.  I  faid, 
he  knew  how  many  bad  reports  were  fpread  of 
his  behaviour  during  the  time  of  his  imprifon- 
ment  j  I  therefore  left  it  to  him  to  confider 
whether  it  might  not  be  of  ufe  to  make  a  decla- 
ration before  proper  witnefles^  what  his  real 
fentiments  were.  He  readily  complied  with 
the  propofal,  and  I  went  to  the  commander  of 
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the  caftie,  who  came  with  four  gentlemen  of». 
ficers  more,  in  whofe  prefence  he  declared,  that 
he  was  ready  to  die  and  was  not  afraid  of  it  •,  he 
likewife  confcfifed  before  the  All-knowing  God, 
that  he  without  hypocrify  had  fought  for  God's 
mercy;   he  likewife  confeffed,  as  he  had  done 
before,  that  he  had  a<5ted  very  inconfiderately, 
that  his  levity  had  been  very  great,  and  that  he, 
on  this  account,    acknowledged  God's   mercy^ 
in  fuffering  him  to  die,  left  he  fhould  be  drawn 
away  again  from  religion.     He  faid,  he  knew 
very  well,  that  the  fame  levity  of  temper  had 
induced  him,  in  the  beginning  of  his  imprifon- 
mcqt,  to  talk  in  a  manner  he  was  now  afliamed 
of  i    though  he  was  fure  in  his  confcience  that 
many  untruths  were  invented  and  propagated 
among  the  people-,  but  he  forgave  thofe  who 
had  been  guilty  of  fuch  a  thing.  Now  he  wilhed 
that  thofe  gentlemen  that  were  prefent  would 
bear  teftimony  to  what  he   fhould  fay.      He 
then  acknowledged  himfelf  a  great  fmner  be- 
fore God,    a  finncr  who  had  gone  aftray,  but 
was  brought  back  by  Chrift.     He  then  begged 
the  commander  and  the  other  officers  to  forgive 
him,  if  by  his  levity  he  had  offended  any  one  of 
them,  and   wiflied  that  God's  mercy  in  Chrift 
might  always  attend  them  as  tJie  greateft  blef- 
ling.     He  fpoke  all  this  with  fuch  a  rcadincfs 
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and  in  fo  moving  terms,  that  all  who  were 
prefent  were  affected  by  it,  and  every  one  of 
them  wifhed  that  God  would  preferve  him  in 
this  fuuation  of  mind  to  the  lad.  Wheri 
the  gentlemen  were  gone,  I  adminiftered  the 
facrament  to  him,  and  he  appeared  as  penitent 
and  as  devout  as  I  have  at  any  time  feen  any 
chriftian  whatever.  When  I  approached  to 
give  him  the  facrament,  he  turned  in  the  chair 
as  if  he  would  face  me,  and  I,  thinking  he 
meant  only  to  make  it  more  commodious  to 
me  to  give  it  hifn,  defired  him  to  fit  ftill  -,  but 
he  faid,  "  He  would  try  to  kneel  down,"  which 
he  did,  and  received  the  facrament  with  fo 
nxany  tears  and  with  fuch  figns  of  inward 
hope,  that  I  could  not  help  being  greatly 
affected. 

I  left  him  about  noon,  but  came  again  in  the 
afternoon,  when  I  found  him  quite  compofed 
without  any  fear  of  death.  I  fpelit  all  the 
time  I  was  with  him  in  devotion,  and  left  him 
late  in  the  evening. 

On  Tuefday  the  28th  of  April,  which  was 
the  day  of  his  execution,  and  as  I  firmly  be- 
lieved of  his  entrance  into  the  blifs  of  eternity, 
I  came  to  him  early  in  the  morning,  about  fix 
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o'clock.  I  afked  him  dircdly  how  he  did,  and 
how  he  had  refted  that  night.  He  faid,  "  He 
was  very  well,  and  had  refted  well."  1  anfweredj 
I  was  glad  to  hear  it^  for  if  the  body  had  had  its 
reft,  his  foul  would  be  the  more  ferene  to  enter 
upon  its  journey.  .  He  prayed  a  long  while  in 
my  prefcnce  very  fervently.  He  ftiewed  him- 
felf  in  his  expreflions  a  humble  and  penitent 
fmner,  but  at  the  fame  time  one  who  entertains 
the  fureft  hopes  of  being  pardoned  before  God. 
He  prayed  for  the  church  of  Chrift,  for  the 
King  and  the  nation,  for  all  that  were  mifled 
by. error  and  irreligion.  Laftly,  he  prayed  to 
God  to  forgive  him  all  that  whereby  he  had 
offended  others,  and  expreffed  how  readily  he  for- 
gave thofe  that  were  his  enemies.  He  thanked 
God  for  all  the  mercies  he  had  ftiewn  him  during 
the  time  of  his  imprifonment  j  he  prayed  for 
me  likewife.  Then  he  read  the  Lord's  prayer 
with  much  attention,  adding  now  aixl  then  an  ex- 
planation to  what  he  had  been  reading,  infomuch 
that  I  was  amazed  to  fee  how  great  his  prefence 
of  mind  was  when  he  was  juft  going  to  die. 
When  he  was  pronouncing  the  words,  '  Thy 
kingdom  come,'  he  added :  "  Yes,  now  it  is 
coming.'*  When  he  read,  '  Forgive  us  our 
trtlpafles,    as    we  forgive  them    that   trefpafs 
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againft  us,'  He  added:  "  Thou  O  God  and 
tny  Redeemer,  who  knoweft  my  own  heart  and 
that  of  all  men,  thou  knoweft  hov/  free  my 
feeart  is  from  all  hatred  and  malice  againfl  any 
perfon  whatever,  and  that  I  wifh  well  to  every 
body  in  this  and  the  future  world." 

When  he  had  finifhed  his  prayers,  his  chains, 
which  were  fixed  in  the  wall,  were  taken  off,  and 
he  put  thofe  clothes  on  in  which  he  intended  to 
appear  on  the  fcaffold.  He  then  drank  a  difli 
of  coffee  and  eat  fomething,  walking  up  and 
down  in  the  room,  which  he  could  not  do  be- 
fore. As  often  as  I  afked  him  how  he  found 
himfelf,  he  faid,  he  was  not  afraid  of  dying. 
He  afterwards  afked  me,  whether  I  had  feen 
any  body  executed  before,  and  how  far  he  was 
to  lay  his  body  bare  for  execution  ? 

Soon  after,  the  door  of  the  prifon  was  opened, 
and  an  ofHcer  defired  me  to  get  into  a  coach  that 
was  to  carry  me  before  him  to  the  place  of  exe- 
cution. I  then  recommended  him  to  the  mercy 
of  God,  who  was  ready  and  powerful  to 
flrengthen  to  the  laft.  He  then  embraced  me, 
and  v/e  parted,  till  we  met  again  at  the  place 
fjf  execution. 

When 
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when  1  received,  him  there,  I  comfor* 
ted  him,  and  faid,  among  other  v/ords,  that 
Chrift  would  not  leave  him.  Upon  which  he 
anfwered :  "  He  has  been  with  me  all  the  way 
hither."  We  then  went  up  the  ftairs  to  the 
fcaffold.  Even  here,  he  afiurcd  me  his  mind 
was  compofed,  and  he  was  not  afraid  of  death. 
I  fpoke  feveral  things  after  his  fentence  was 
read  to  him,  and  his  coat  of  arms  broken. 
And  when  I  happened  to  quote  the  words, 
*  Son,  be  of  good  cheer,  thy  fins  are  forgiven 
thee,*  he  faid  :  "  Yes,  they  all  are  call  into 
the  depths  of  the  fea." 

When  I  had  read  thofe  things  from  the  ritual 
which  are  ufual  on  fuch  occafions,  and  had  afked 
him,  if  he  acknowledged  the  juftice  of  his 
fentence  ?  and  when  he  had  anfwered,  "  Yes," 
he  then  began  to  pray  that  God  would  blefs  the 
King  and  the  whole  land  for  Chrift's  fake. 
Several  prayer^  being  offered  up  on  my  part,  I 
gave  him  the  benediftion,  and  taking  him  by 
the  hand,  delivered  him  up  to  juftice.  He 
quickly  pulled  his  clothes  off,  laid  himfelf 
down,  and  v.'hen  his  head  was  already  upon 
the  block,  and  I  reminded  him  of  Jefus 
falling  on  his   face  in  Gethfemane   praying,  he 
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faid:  "  The  blood  of  Chrift  interceedcth 
for  me."  Whilft  I  was  faying :  '  O  Chrift,  in 
thee  I  live,  in  thee  I  die ;  O  thou  Lamb  of 
God  that  takeft  away  the  fms  of  the  world,  be 
merciful,*  he  fufFered  his  punilhment. 

Two  anonymous  Letters  to  Count  Brandt, 
which  were  found  in  the  pocket-hook  which  he 
ufed  cihvays  to  carry  about  him,  wherein 
he  was  forewarned  of  what  happened  to  him 
many  months  after. 

*^  ^  ^k-  4^ 

^F  ^  ^  ^' 

Sir, 

**  Perhaps  you  may  wonder  to  receive  a  letter 
without  a  name  on  a  matter  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance, from  a  friend  who  formerly  ufed  to  tell 
you  the  truth  before  your  face ;  but  the  times 
we  live  in  now,  will  not  juilify  a  man  in  ex- 
pofing  himfelf  to  danger,  without  facing  any 
good  arifmw  from  it. 

The  two  lafr  court-days,  I  fought  for  an  op- 
portunity at  Hirfchholm  to  fpeak  a  few  words 
to  you  in  private ;  but  I  found  it  was  impolTible. 
You  might  have  obferved  this,  if  you  had  been 
at  all  attentive;  but  I  found  you  fo  much 
engaged  widi  another  objccl,  that  I   could  not 
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approach  you  near  enough  to  make  you  under- 
fland  what  I  wanted :  and  I  thought  it  not  ad-' 
vifable  to  go  to  Hirfchhoh-n  on  purpofe  to  pay^ 
you  a  vific. 

Once,  Sir,  you  fiiewed  that  you  had  the  ho-' 
nour  of  your  mailer  at  heart.-  It  was  then 
aflerted,  that  neither  zeal  nor  attachment  were 
the  fprings  of  your  actions,  but  ambition  and 
intcreH:,  becaufe  you   hoped  that  if  you  could 

bring  into   difgrace  Count  H you    might 

fucceed  him  in  that  favour  and  honour  he  en- 
joyed.      However,    the  bulk   of    the    people 
thought  your  intentions  noble  and  without  fclf- 
intereft.     Perhaps   the   immediate  confequences 
of  this  your  tranfaclion  have  m.ade  fo  great  an 
imprelTion  upon  you,  that  you  think  you  dare 
not  venture  upon  fuch  another.     And  yet  the 
final  iflue  of  the  affair  has  fliewn,  that  even  your 
ill  fuccefs  in   it  has   been  more  advantao-eous  to 
you  than  detrimental.     Therefore,  Sir,    do  not 
think  that  this  was  the  mere  effe6l  of  accident, 
but  rather  that  a  higher  hand  has  guided  this 
matter.     I  do  not  know  what  your  notions  of 
God  may  be,  or  whether  you   believe  a  God  at 
all,  or  only  a  mere  Stoic  fate.    It  would  be  very 
fuperfluous  to  debate  *  matter  of  fo  great  impor- 
tance here.     Time  will  come,  when  experience 

Will 
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will  teach  you  that  there  is  a  God,  who  fees  and 
knows  every  thing,  who  either  early  or  late 
rewards  virtue  and  punifhes  vice. 

My  intention  is  not  at  prefent  to  make 
you  a  chrilttan.  It  is  only  to  remind  you  of 
your  duty,  that  duty,  which  even  an  honefl 
heathen  thought  himfelf  obliged  to,  towards  his 
King,  his  country,  himfelf  and  his  family.  The 
heathen  laws  demanded  this  of  every  fub^ 
je6t  and  of  every  man  who  laid  any  claim  to 
honour. 

You  fee,  Sir,  in  what  manner  your  King  and 
benefador  is  ufcd.  You  fee  the  indecent  things 
that  are  done  before  his  eyes,  and  in  which  you 
yourfelf  are  too  much  concerned.  You  fee 
that  in  the  whole  kingdom  every  thing  is  turnedl 
upfide  down.  Confider,  Sir,  and  recover' your 
fenfes,  and  you  will  not  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  a6t. 
If  it  is  true,  (and  it  is  but  too  true)  that  the  life 
of  .the  King  is  in  danger,  or  at  leaft,  that  pre- 
parations are  making  to  take  away  his  liberty  j 
you  certainly  mud  know  it.  The  ktik  of  the 
nation  on  this  head  cannot  be  unknown  to  you, 
and  that  one  time  or  other  you  are  to  account 
for  the  life  and  liberty  of  your  Sovereign, 
You,  Sir,  fince  you  are  conftantly  about  him, 

.  and 
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hhd  fince  you  fee  and  know  of  every  thing ;  be 
afTured  that  your  head  will  be  anfwerable  for  it 
either  fooner  or  later.      Think    of  your   own 
fafety,  I  conjure  you  by  the  friendfliip  I  enter- 
tain for  you.     It  is  in  your  power  to  do  it.     You 
fee  plainly  from  the  defire  of  the  King  to  avoid 
the  place  and  company  in  which  he  is  ill-ufed, 
and  from  his  averfion  to  return  to  it,  that  he  is 
fenfible  of  the  ill-treatment.     He  one  time  or 
another  will  deliver  himfelf  from  you,  or  good 
jfortune  will  rid  him  of  you,  and  what  will  then 
be  your  fate  ?    Would   it  not  be  bell  for  you, 
to  fave  your  head,  and  to  do  at  the  fame  time 
your  duty  .''  To  build  your  happinefs  on  a  folid 
and  noble  foundation,  which  you  then  will  owe 
to  your  zeal,  your  faithfulnefs  and  attachment 
to  your  King,  who  will  reward  you  with  riches 
and  honour,  and  the  nation  will  not  think  even 
this  an  equivalent  for  your  fervices.     You  and 
your  prefent  welfare  depends  on  the  caprice  of 
a  wretch  who  will  abandon  you  as  foon  as  he  is 
above   your  afliftance.     At   prefent  he   makes 
ufe  of  you  as  the  monkey  did  of  the  car,  and  I 
fancy  you  have  found  this  out  more  than  once 
if  you  will  not  impofe  upon  yourfelf. 

If  the   King  flioukl  come  to  town,  I  advife 

you  to  ad  in  this  manner.     Prevail  upon  him 

U  to 


to  go  to  the  palace,  and  perfuade  him  to  call 
for  dfte  or  two  of  his  faithful  fervants  to  con- 
fult  in  what  manner  to  proceed.  It  is  unfor- 
tunate enough  that  the  number  of  thefe  faithful 
fervants  is  fo  fmall,  and  reduced  perhaps  to  one 
or  two  perfons  ;  for  the  beft  and  clevereft  men 
are  carefully  removed.  You  will  eafily  guefs 
who  thefe  perfons  are  without  my  naming  them. 
Perfeverance,  honefty,  and  experience  are  cha- 
rafterifiics  by  which  you  are  to  know  them.  I 
could  name  them,  but  I  would  avoid  the  leaft 
fufpicion  of  felf-interefl.  However,  I  muft  tell 
you,  that  it  is  neither  ■  nor  ■  -,  both 

are  detefted  by  the  nation  to  an  equal  degree. 
You  will  forfeit  your  head  if  you  do  not  follow 
this  advice,  which  I  give  you  as  your  friend, 
and  a  faithful  fervant  of  the  King.  If  you  do 
not  mind  it,  but  negledt  your  duty  towards 
your  King  and  bencfaflor,  you  may  be  fure 
it  will  coft  you  your  life,  your  honour,  and 
every  thing  which  is  dearefl:  to  an  honeft  man, 
and  befides  no  body  will  pity  you.  If  you,  on 
the  other  fide,  do  what  your  duty  requires,  and 
fave  your  King  from  thofe  wicked  hands  he  is 
fallen  into,  you  may  be  fure  that  there  is  no 
honour  or  profperity  to  which  you  would  not  be 
entitled  to,  and   this  with  confent  of  the  King 

and  all  his  faiihful  fubjc(^. 
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Perhaps  you  will  think  proper  to  (hew  thi$ 
letter  to  your  Struenfee,  to  give  him  a  proof  of 
your  faithfulnefs,  at  the  expence  of  thofe  obliga- 
tions you  have  fworn  to  your  King,  and  to 
induce  him  to  grant  new  favours  to  the  liufband 

of  Lady  ■ ;  and  perhaps  he  might  do  it, 

to  deceive  you,  and  to  keep  you  in  his  intereft. 
But  I  afllire  you  that  if  they  have  got  rid  of  the 
King,  yo\i  will  be  wretched,  and  perhaps  the 
guilt  will  fall  upon  you. 

I  repeat  it  again,  your  head  Ihall  anfwcr  for 
the  fafety  of  the  King.  You  are  continually 
about  him,  you  accompany  him,  you  are  in- 
truded with  his  perfon.  And  left  you  may  plead 
ignorance,  I  alTure  you  upon  honour,  that  in 
fuch  cafe,  the  copy  of  this  letter  Ihall  be  pro- 
duced againft  you  in  proper  time  and  place. 
And  for  fear  you  fhould  miftake  in  this  refpeft, 
I  defire  you  to  mind  the  feal  of  this  letter, 
which  contains  the  initial  letters  of  my  name, 
and  which  will  allb  be  produced  againil  you. 

The  life  and  health  of  the  King,  together 
with  the  welfare  of  the  kingdom,  are  in  your 
hands  -,  aft  in  a  manner  that  you  can  anfwcr 
for  before  your  fellow-citizens,  I  will  not  lay 
before  God,  (for  I  do  not  know  what  your  idea 
U  2  of 
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of  God  may  be,  though  I  have  reafon  to  think, 
from  what  you  told  me  once  in  your  apartments 
at  Chriflianfburg,  and  afterwards  at  Hirfchholm, 
that  your  notions  are  not  altogether  as  they 
fliould  be.) 

You  fee  I  am  not  afraid  of  your  g^ielTing  who 
I  am,  and  I  aiTure  you,  that  if  you  ad  as  I  ex- 
pert from  your  birth,  you  will  find  me  to  be 
your  faithful  and  devoted  fervant," 

July  the  8th,   1771. 


"  Well,  Sir,  what  I  foretold  you  has  happened, 
and  you  feel  already  the  effects  of  your  bad  con- 
dud.  You  have  been  faithlefs  to  your  King, 
and  you  are  now  treated*  by  others  in  the  fame 
manner.  They  ufe  you  as  the  monkey  did  the 
cat.  YoAi  are  deceived,  and  fmce  they  find  they 
can  do  with  you  whatever  they  pleafe,  they  laugh 
at  you  now,  and  it  will  not  laft  long  before  they 
will  fend  you  with  contempt  about  your  bufinefs  ; 
and  left  you  fliould  tell  tales,  they  very  likely 
m.ay  imprilon  you  for  life,  or  fend  you,  by  fome 
means  or  other,  into  another  world.  This  will 
be  the  due  reward  of  your  treachery,  cowardice, 
and  your  mean  actions.  I  prognofticated  all  thefe 
things  to  you  in  my  laft  letter  of  July  the  8th  : 
fmce  that  tii:ie,  my  friendftiip  for  you,  of  which 
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I  have  given  you  undeniable  proofs,  is- grown 
very  cool ;  you  do  not  deferve  that  it  fhould  con- 
tinue, fince  you  have  been  unable  to  follow 
good  advice,  and  to  do  what  your  honour  and 
your  duty  requires  of  you ;  you  rather  have 
chofen  to  perfevere  in  your  wicTced  way  of  life. 
If  you,  at  that  time,  had  followed  my  advice, 
you  would  havefet  the  King  at  liberty  by  laving 
him,  and  your  praife  would  have  been  immortal : 
you  then  would  have  fatisfied  the  duties  of  a 
good  fubjeft,  of  a  faithful  fervant,  And  of  an 
honeft  man  :  you  would  have  gained  the  ap- 
plaufe,  not  only  of  all  your  countrymen,  but 
even  of  all  Europe  :  they  would  all  have  united 
to  procure  you  rewards  according  to  your  merit, 
and  proportionable  to  the  fervices  done  to  the 
King  and  your  country.  And  cet-tainly  nobody 
would  have  been  more  defer ving  of  rewards. 
But  now  you  are  detefted  through  the  whole 
kingdom,  and  every  where  you  are  laughed  at. 
Much  was  expected  from  your  loyalty,  your 
love  for  the  King,  and  from  a  fenfe  of  your  own 
duty  i  but  people  were  miftaken.  You  are  now 
punilhed  j  you  are  infamous  among  the  wJiolc 
nation,  and  your  name  is  mentioned  with  horror. 
At  court  you  are  laughed  at,  and  entertained 
with  vain  hcjpcs  ;  an  imaginary  greatnefs  is 
fliewn  you,  you  are  tickled  with  the  empty  title 
of  Count,  which  will  remain  a  monument  of 
U  3  your 
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your  want  of  faith,  your  weaknefs,  your  mean- 
nefs,  and  your  reproachful  conduft.  In  the 
mean  time  Struenfee  infults  the  King  and  the 
whole  royal  family,  not  becaufe  they  had  of- 
fended him,  but  only  to  fhew  his  unlimited 
power.  He  arrogates  all  honours  to  himfelf ; 
he  makes  himfelf  mafter  of  the  government, 
the  concerns  of  the  kingdom,  and  of  the 
King  himfelf,  whom  he  difhonours  before  the 
whole  world-,  he  dilpofes  of  the  revenues  of  the 
kingdom  in  a  defpotic  manner,  and  againfl  all 
order.  This  wretch  durfl:  attempt  to  put  himfelf 
on  a  level  with  his  mafter,  by  drawing  up  an 
order,  by  which  the  figning  of  his  name  obtains 
the  fame  authority,  which,  according  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  kingdom,  only  belongs  to  the 
fignature  of  the  King,  Your  meannefs,  and 
your  unwarrantable  condud,  have  affifted  to  raife 
him  fo  high ;  you  could  have  prevented  this, 
and  therefore  you  will  be  anfwerable  for  the  con- 
fequences.  He  commits  crimes,  and  aflaffinations, 
and  he  does  it  to  keep  the  reins  of  government; 
but  you  contribute  your  fhare,  by  obeying  the 
orders  of  this  Cromwell,  who  is  ready  to  facri- 
fice  the  life  of  the  King  a  thoufand  times  over, 
if  polTible,  that  lie  may  obtain  his  wicked  ends, 
and  provide  for  his  own  fecurity.  Inftead  of  ac- 
quainting the  King  with  things  which  nobody 
knows  better  than  you,  (for  you  are  cunning 
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enough  when  it  concerns  your  own  intereft)  you 
affift  this  Dick  beat  the  hujh  in  arrogating  to  him- 
fclf  royal  authority  •,  in  keeping  his  mafter  under 
guardianfliip ;  in  degrading  him  in  the  eyes  of 
his  f^jbjeds,  that  their  love  may  ceafe,  or  at 
leaft  decreafe  \  and  laftly,  as  every  one  fays,  in 
ufing  him  perlbnally  ill  in  the  bargain. 

You  that  can  prevent  all  this,  and  fave  the 
King  from  the  hands  of  this  good-for-nothing 
wretch,  and  yet  are  not  wilHng  to  do  it,  you. 
Sir,  are  accountable  for  it,  and  you  deferve 
greater  puniflimcnt  than  the  traitor  himfelf :  and 
befieve  me,  as  fure  as  that  there  is  a  God,  you 
fooner  or  later,  fhall  pay  for  it  with  your  head. 

You  fee  Iiow  prepofteroufly  bufinefs  is  tranf- 
ai5led ;  every  thing  is  overthrown  and  jumbled 
together  in  the  moft  ftrange  manner,  and  blended 
with  the  highell  inconfideratenefs,  of  which  there 
K  no  parallel  inftance  to  be  met  with  in  hiftory. 
The  mofl:  honeft people  that  have  ferved  the  king- 
dom fuch  a  long  while  and  fo  faithfully  that  even 
envy  itfelf  could  not  blame  them,  are  removed  at 
a  diftance :  they  arc  turned  way  in  the  mofl 
fhamcful  manner,  if  they  will  not  fall  in  with  the 
mcafures  of  this  Do5}cr  of  phyjic,  or  if  he  is  afraid 
of  their  honcfty.  Their  places  are  filled  up  with 
wretches  who  know  nothing  of  the  conftitution 
of  the  kingdom  and  of  the  fituation  of  affairs  \ 
U  4  who 
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v/ho  know  nothing  of  the  bufinefs  annexed  to  their 
offices;  in  fliort,  people  of  whom  nobody  fo 
much  as  dreamt  that  they  were  acquainted  even 
with  the  firil  principles  of  the  art  of  government. 

For  God's  fake  !   what  is  the  meaning  that  4 
-  and ,   profeflbr  of  mathematics 


at  Ligniz,  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  board  of 
finances  ?  Thefe  men  enjoy  a  yearly  falary  of 
3000  rixdollars,  v/hilft  others  that  have  ferved 
forty  or  fifty  years  without  blame,  are  now  flarv- 
ing,  becaufe  they  could  not  betray  the  King  and 
their  country,  and  would  not  be  employed  in 
promoting  bad  and  defrruflive  ends.  Yet  thefe 
ignorant  men  dare  to  rake  upon  their  Ihoulders  a 
burden  under  which,  particularly  in  thefe  un- 
happy times,  a  man  of  courage,  abilities,  and 
experience  would  have  trembled.  However, 
the  wife  man  knov^s  the  danger,  and  therefore 
will  not  hazard  the  welfare  of  the  nation  and  his 
good  character  ;  but  the  ignorant  man  who  has 
nothing  to  lofe,  does  not  perceive  the  unhappy 
confequences  of  his  inability  and  ignorance. 

You  fee,  Sir^  that  the  nation  is  acquainted  with 
the  wretchednefs  of  this  prefent  adminillration, 
that  it  feels  the  bad  confequences  of  it,  which 
will  drive  it  at  laft  to  extremities.  You  may  be 
allured  of  tlic  truth  of  this  the  more,  fince  dif- 

content 
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ijontent  difcovers  itfclf  in  a  public  ami  an  alarm* 
ing  manner,  you  know  all  this,  but  you  con* 
ceal  it  from. the. King,  though  you  are  the  only- 
man  that  convcFres  with  the  King,  whilft  accefs 
to  the  throne  is  denied  to  all  the  reft  of  his  fub- 
jedts.  You  alone  can  inform  the  King  of  the 
dangeroiis  fituation  he  himfelf  and  his  kingdom^ 
are  in.  The  inconceivable  indifference  where- 
with the  beft  and  braveft  of  the  King's  fubjedls 
are  treated,  fliews  that  a  certain  kingdom  (Nor- 
way) may  foon  become  alienated;  fo  that,  in  a 
(hort  time,  every  thing  may  be  loft  without  help, 
if  his  Majefty  continues  to  hearken  to  fuch  bad 
^dvice. 

You  fee.  Sir,  how  the  department  of  foreigr^ 
affairs  is  managed,  and  how,  by  ihc  intrigues  and 
incapacity  of  our  great  ■prime  niimfier^  who  has 
the  audacity  to  interfere,  every  thing  is  per- 
plexed, fo  thaif  the  name  of  the  Danes  is  now  a 
ftibjed  for  ridicule. 

You  fee.  Sir,  and  you  know,  how  arbitrarily 
his  excellency  our  great  prime  minijier.  Count 
Struenfee,  difpofcs  of  the  finances — the  pure  blood 
of  the  poor  fubjeds. 

You,  Sir,  as  you  are  a  Dane,  of  nobk*  ex- 
|:raftion,  beloved  by  your  Kjng,  to  wiicm   you 

and 
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and  your  family  owe  fo  many  favours ;  and  yet 
for  you  to  keep  filence! — Do  not  you  blufh  ? 
and_are  you  not  convinced  in  your  confcience, 
that  you  yourfelf  ought  to  fall  the  firfl:  facrificc 
of  fuch  condufl,  fincc  you  might  have  prevented 
all  this,  or  had,  at  ieaft,  a  thoufand  opportu- 
nities to  fet  things  to  rights  again  ? 

If  tumult  and  rebellion  (which  God  forbid) 
Ihould  be  the  confequences,  of  whom  do  you 
think,  the  exafperated  populace  would  take  hold 
firft  ?  Would  not  they  fecure  you  firft,  fince 
you  are,  at  Ieaft,  as  culpable  as  Struenfee  ? 
And  do  not  you  expofe  your  life,  fooner  or  later, 
to  the  greateft  danger  by  this  condu(5b,  which  is 
not  confiftent  with  the  charafter  of  an  honeft 
man? 

Keflect,  Sir,  and  return  to  your  duty :  I  conjure 
you  by  the  afhes  of  your  father,  whom  you  never 
knew ;  by  the  tears  of  your  virtuous  mother, 
who  weeps,  perhaps,  already  on  account  of  your 
approaching  untimely  death;  and  what  is  ftill 
more,  I  conjure  you  by  the  tears,  which,  per- 
haps, one  time  may  be  fhed,  on  your  account, 
by  the  King,  the  royal  family,  and  your  afflicted 
country. 

You  are  not  afraid  to  difagree  with  the  DoSicr- 
^rme^mmjier  when  it  concerns  your  private  inte* 
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refti  but  you  are  mean  enough  to  be  reconciled  by 
a  prefent  of  1 0,000  rixdoUars,  of  which  he  has 
robbed  the  King  and  the  nation  to  give  them  to 
you.  Are  you  not  alhamed  of  fuch  a  meannefs  ? 
and  arc  you  afraid  of  this  man  in  matters  that  con- 
cern the  welfare  of  your  King  and  your  country  ? 
Thefe  traitors  and  villains,  who  defend  a  bad 
caufe,  would  not  have  courage  to  oppofe  you, 
through  fear  of  endangering  their  heads,  which 
already  fit  loofely  upon  their  fhoulders.  You 
would  fave  your  King  and  your  country ;  you 
would  deferve  rewards,  and  would  have  a  right 
to  claim  them  j  they  would  follow  you  of  courle, 
fjnce  nobody  would  refufe  them  :  I  myfclf,  who 
write  this  letter,  would  be  the  firll  that  would 
contribute  largely  towards  loading  you  with  riches. 
"With  what  tranquillity  and  inward  facisfadtion 
would  you  enjoy  your  fortune,  your  prerogatives, 
and  your  honour,  if  you  fhould  gain  this  by  the 
confent,  and  even  agreeably  to  the  wifhes  of  your 
King,  your  country,  and  your  fellow  citizens, 
I  defire  you.  Sir,  to  confider  this  well,  though  I 
entertain  a  better  opinion  of  your  generofity,  than 
to  fuppofe  that  you  are  to  be  inftigated  to  per- 
form noble  a<?:ions  only  by  mercenary  jnotives. 

In  my  opinion  you  mull  begin  this  important 
bufinefs  in  the  following  manner.  You  are  fre- 
quendy  alone  with  the  King :  you  take  a  walk  in 
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the  evening  with  the  King,  as  I  was  informed  k(l 
V/ednefday  at  HiiTchholm  :  you  have  found  tjiat 
the  King  is  weary  of  the  guardianOiip  he  is  kept 
under.  Make  uie,  Sir,  of  fuch  a  favorable  mo- 
ment, or  occafion  it  yourfelf,  fince  you  have 
under.landing  enough  for  it.  Reprefent  to 
him  the  unhappy  fituation  he  is  in,  and  how 
inconfiflent  it  is  with  thofe  obligations  his  royal 
dignity  lays  him  under.  Tell  him  that  he,  by 
figning  the  order  of  the  15th  of  July,  has  divided 
the  throne  and  his  royal  authority  between  him- 
felf  and  Struenfee  ;  that  he  himfelf,  the  royal  fa- 
mily, the  kingdom,  all  his  fiibjeds,  his  reve- 
nues, the  life  and  the  property  of  every  one, 
are  left  to  the  arbitrary  difpofal  o'i  i\m  arch-grand- 
vizir,  who  is  a  man  without  experience,  without 
honour,  without  religion,  without  fidelity ;  who 
does  not  regard  laws,  v/ho  is  mafler  over  all,  even 
over  the  life  of  the  King.  You  know  that  great 
crimes  are  oftentimes  produftive  of  Hill  greater 
ones,  or  that  we  at  lead  mufl  fear  that  it  might 
happen.  When  you  have  explained  this  to  the 
King,  then  reprefent  to  him  the  defpair  his  fub- 
je6ls  are  in,  and  to  what  they  might  be  driven  by 
luch  a  deftrudive  adminiftration,  and  by  fuch 
mifcry.  Shew  him  what  danger  threatens  him 
and  his  empire,  if  this  wretch  has  time  enough 
to  turn  every  thing  upfide  down.  If  you  fhould 
,put  the  heart  of  the  King  in  emotion,  and  fliould 
2  have 
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have  convinced  him,  how  abfolutely  neccflkry  it 
was,  to  think  of  the  prefervatiori  of  his  royal  per- 
fon,  his  family,  and  his  kingdom  ;  then  pro- 
pofe  to  him  to  go  diredly  to  Copenhagen,  where 
he  will  be  quite  fafe ;  to  refort  to  the  palact%  and 
to  fend  for  two  or  three  noblemen  that  can  giva 
good  advice,  according  as  the  circumil.  nces  re- 
quire •,  that  he  might  not  take /alfe  fteps  (which 
could  be  of  confequence)  at  the  time  when  the 
nation  Ihoiild  attempt  to  revenge  itfelf,  and  to 
Ihew  its  hatred  againft  the  authors  of  its  misfor- 
tunes and  its  miferies.  I  could  name  thefei 
perfons,  but  tlie  nation  will  do  it  for  me ;  they 
ought  to  be  perfons  acquainted  with  government, 
that  they  may  advife  according  as  the  prelent 
fituation   of  affairs    requires  :    but  it  mufl  not 

be  ,  nor ,  nor  ,  for  thefe 

three  the  nation  equally  deteils,  and  they,  there- 
fore, would  fruftrate  the  whole  defign. 

For  God's,  your  King's,  your  country's,  your 
family's,  your  own  fake,  confider  all  this  well, 
and  do  not  delay  any  longer  to  haften  to  the 
affiftance  of  your  unhappy  country.  Save  the 
nation,  the  King,  and  your  own  head. 

September  xhQ  19  th,  1771. 
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^be  Sentence  of  Count  Enevold  Brand  r^ 
at  full  length, 

Y  T  appears,  from  Count  Brandt's  own  con- 
•*-  feflion,  as  well  as  from  the  declaration  of  thd 
late .  prime  minifter,  John  Frederick  Struenfee, 
and  from  other  circunriftaiices,  that  Count  Ene- 
vold  Brandt  was  not  only  Struenfee's  very  good 
friend,  but  even  his  intimate,  whom  he  intrufted 
with  his  greateft  fecrets. 

Therefore,  in  confideration  of  the  royal  fa- 
vour and  intimacy  which  he  enjoyed,  it  would 
bave  been  his  duty  to  endeavour,  by  all  means, 
to  remove  thofe  things,  of  which  he,  according 
to  his  own  declaration  in  his  trial,  difappfoved  in 
the  condud,  fentiments,  and  tfanfa^Stions  of 
Struenfee,  and  which  he  muft  have  found  foolifh, 
audacious,  and  detrimental  both  to  the  King,  the 
adminiflration,  and  the  whole  empire, 

Inflead  of  this,  he,  as  a  criminal  fubjeft  and 
fervant  of  the  King,  unworthy  of  his  truft,  has 
adled  in  concert  with  Struenfee,  and  has  not  left 
off  to  be  his  intimate,  and  to  affift  him. 

He  fuffered  himfelf  to  be  employed  by  Struenfee 

to  keep  every  body  from  fpeakihg  to  the  King, 

left  his  Majcfty  (hould  be  informed  of  what  was 

blameable  in  Struenfee*s  conduct,  in  which  he 

himfelf  was  fo  deeply  concerned. 

He 
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He  has  behaved,  not  only  in  private,  but 
even  publicly,  to  the  great  concern  of  his  fellow 
fubjedls,  infolently,  and  without  any  refpeft  to- 
wards his  King. 

He  has  not  Ihewn  that  reverence  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  which  every  good  fubjeft  thinks  his  duty, 
and  expreffes  readily  from  his  heart  on  all  occa- 
fions,  in  his  wordi  and  adions :  he  rather  has 
oppofed  the  King,  that  he  might  gain  and  keep, 
Struenfee's  favour,  to  obtain  an  extravagant 
fortune,  and  ferve  his  own  private  intereft. 

His  memoir,  which  is  a  kind  of  correfpond- 
ence  between  him  and  Struenfee,  is  a  proof  of 
his  abfurd  pretenfions,  and  that  he  acknow- 
ledged his  blameable  behaviour  towards  the 
King.  Therefore  he  fhould  have  altered  and 
amended  his  conduft,  and  rather  have  quitted  a 
poft  that  he  held,  which  he  difliked,  and  for 
which  he  was  not  qualified.  But  no  !  he  would 
not  a6t  contrary  to  the  will  of  his  benefadlor  and 
protestor  Struenfee,  who  wanted  him,  for  his 
own  purpofes,  to  be  about  the  King's  perfon  ; 
and  Count  Brandt,  on  his  part,  expeded  to  be 
rewarded  by  his  friend  with  greater  honours  and 
riches. 

He  in  his  department  as  direHcur  des  fpeSlacleSj 

has  afiifted   Struenfee,    to   bring  about   a  mif- 

underftanding  in  the  royal  family,  by  afllgning 

to  Prince  Frederick  a  feparate  box  in  the  play- 

4  houfe 
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fioiife,  left  his  Royal  Highnefs  fhould  havfe .  art 
,  opportunity^  by  being  in  the  fame  box  with  the 
King,  to  acquaint  him  with  Count  Brandt's 
and  his  intimate  friend's  moft  blamcable  con- 
duft. 

He  has  prevailed  upon  Struenfee  to  make 
him,  within  a  fhort  time,  prcfents  out  of  the 
King's  treafury  to  the  amount  of  60,000  rix- 
dollars,  though  he  was  convinced,  he  neither 
for  his  fervices  nor  for  his  conducfb  deferred  fuch 
a  reward. 

When  he  returned  his  thanks  to  his  Majefty 
for  thefe  great  prefents,  he  did  ntit  mention  the 
fum,  becaufe  he  was  confcious  that  he  was  un- 
deferving  of  it,  and  becaufe  Struenfee  had 
defired  him  not  to  mention  it,  left  the  King 
fhould  get  an  infiglit  into  that,  which  the  ap- 
proved of  extradls  of  accounts  have  fince 
clearly  fliewn  to  his  Majefty  and  every  one 
who  infpedts  them. 

All  thefe  criminal  aflions  are  perpetrated  by 
Count  Brandt,  and  his  confcience  muft  alfo 
tell  him  every  moment,  that  he  afted  as  a  faith- 
lefs  fubjed:,  and  particularly  againft  his  duty 
and  obligations  on  account  of  the  efpecial  fa- 
vour^  and  confidence  his  Majefty  honoured  him 
with :  and  befides  all  this,  he  was  fo  earneftly 
and  fo  fcnfibly  put  in  mind  of  his  duty  in  two 

anonymous 
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anonymous  letters,    which  were  found  in  his 
pocket-book,  and  v^herein  he  was  advifed  con- 
cerning what  he  ought  to  have  done,   if  he 
wilhed  to  prefer ve  his  head  from  the  fcaffold. 

He  was  ruled  and  guided  by  nothing  but  in- 
folence,  ambition  and  avarice. 

Criminal  as  all  thefe  mentioned  things  are 
yet  they  are  nothing  in  comparifon  to  what 
Count  Enevold  Brandt  himfelf  has  confefledj 
clearly  and  plainly  before  the  King's  commifllon^ 
and  what  is  proved  and  confirmed  by  feveral 
witnefTes  i  That  he  has  laid  hands  on  the  f acred 
prfon  of  his  Majefty.  For  it  may  be  confidered, 
as  if  he  had  attempted  to  kill  his  Majefly,  bc- 
caufe  it  cannot  be  foretold  what  the  ifTue  of 
fuch  an  aflault  might  be,  and  an  unlucky  blow 
on  a  tender  part  has  frequently  been  the  caufe 
of  death. 

He  was  angry  at  the  King,  and  wanted  fatis- 
facStion  of  his  royal  mafter,  whofe  well  deferved 
admonition  he  fhould  have  received  with  re- 
pentance of  his  former  behaviour  towards  him, 
and  fhould  have  avoided  coming  into  his  pre- 
fence,  left  he  (hould  offend  him  again. 

Inftead  of  this,  he  planned  with  his  friend 

Struenfee,    how  and  when   he  could  beft  affault 

his  Majefty,   and   confidered  by  himfelf,  what 

Weapons  he  was  to  ufe,  which  he  kept  in  readi- 

X  nefs. 
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itefs,  though  upon  fecond  confideratlon  he  did 
not  make  ule  of  them. 

Being  told  by  Struenfee  that  the  King  was  by 
him'felf,  and  that  it  was  now  time  to  put  his 
delign  into  execution,  he  confiderately  and  with  , 
full  intention  to  revenge  hinifelf,  went  to  the 
King,  turned  the  two  pages  that  were  in  waiting 
out  of  the  room,  bolted  the  door,  left  any  body. 
fhould  coiiie  in  to  oppofe  him  and  to  prevent 
his  defign,  and  forced  his  Majefty  by  words 
and  by  an  affault  to  make  refiftanee. 

He  wounded  the  King  in  this  Icuffle  on  the 
neck,  and  abufed  his  benefaclor  and  his  King 
with  words  and  expreffions  fo  fhocking  and 
rebellious,  ^that  every  body  muft  forbear  repeat- 
ino:  them. 

Though  Count  Brandt  has  faid  in  his  de- 
fence, that  his  Mcjefly  had  forgiven  him  this-, 
yet,  fuppofe  it  were  {o,  it  cannot  be  underftood 
otherwife,  than  that  liis  Majefty  would  forbear 
punifliing  fo  great  a  crime  for  a  while.  This 
indulgence  does  notjuilify  him,  and  his  Majefty 
muft    know    bcft   how    far   it  Choukl   extend 

itfelf.  '  . 

This  deteftable  and  traiterous  adlion  of  Count 

Brandt,  cannot  be  confidcred  otherwife  than  as 

^n  open   attempt  upon  the  King's  perfon,  and 

cannot  fall  under  any  other  denomination  than 

that 
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that  of  high-treafon,  which  defervcs  tfieptinffK- 
ment  fixed  upon  fuch  a  crime  in  the  Ibanifh 
Code  of  laws,  book  vi.  chap.  4.  article  i. 

We  tI;ercfore  udging  accordingly,  think  it 
to  be  juft  and  right,  that 

Count  Enevold  Brandt  (hall  have  forfeited 
his  honour,  his  life,  and  his  eftates;  that  he 
Ihall  be  degraded  from  his  dignity  as  Count, 
and  all  other  dignities  which  have  been  confer- 
red upon  him.  His  coat  of  arms  which  he  had 
as  Count,  fhall  be  broken  by  the  executioner 
on  the  fcaffold  •,  likewife  fhall  Count  Enevold 
Brandt's  ri2,ht  hand  and  afterwards  his  head  be 
cut  off  when  alive,  his  body  Ihall  be  quartered 
and  laid  upon  the  wheel,  and  his  head  and  his 
hand  fhall  be  fluck  upon  a  pole. 

Given  by  the  King's  comminion  at  the,  cafllc 
of  Chrifrianfburg,  Jpril  ih^  25th,  1772. 

I.  K.  Juel  Wind.     G.  A.  Braem.       H.  Stampe. 

(L.  S.)  CL.  S.)  (L.  S.) 

Luxuorph.  A.  G.  Carflens.    KofodAncher. 

(L.  S.)  (L.  S.)  (L.S.) 

I.  E.  E.  Schmidt.    F.  C.  Sevel.     O.  Guldberg. 

(L.  S.)  (L.  S.)  (L.  S.) 

The  approbation  of  the  King  is  as  follows. 

We 
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rWe  hereby  approve  in  all  points  of  the  fentehcej 
pronounced  by  the  commifilon  of  enquiry  which 
we  had  appointed  iat  our  caftle  of  Chriflianfburg^ 
againffc  Enevold  Brandt,  on  account  of  his. 
deteftable  and  traiterous  defign  and  afTaUlt  upon 
our  own  perfon,  ""that  he  Ihall  have  forfeited  hisr 
honour,  life,  and  eftate,  (hall  be  deprived  of  his 
dignity  as  Count,  and  all  other  dignities  which' 
have  been  conferred -upon  him,  his  coat  of  arms 
fhall  be  broken  by  the  executioner  on  tlie 
icaffbld  ;  that  his  right  hand,  and  afterwards  his 
head,  fhall  be  cut  off  when  alive;  his  body 
Ihallbe  quartered  «and  laid  upon  the  wheel,  and 
his  head  and  his  hand  fhall  be  fluck  upon  a 
pole.  Whereupon  thofe  whom  it  concerns  are 
commanded  toa6t  accordingly. 

.  Given,  at  our  caftle  of  Chriftianfburg,  the  271^ 
of  Aprily  lyyt- 

CHRISTIAN. 
O.  Tott 

LuxDORPH.  A.  Schumacher* 

Dons.  Hoyer. 

a* 

FINIS. 
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